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Abstract: This paper explores the enduring importance of Sanskrit in Indian culture and the contributions 

of Nazrul Islam to India's intellectual renaissance through his advocacy for the use of Sanskrit in modern 

Indian culture. Sanskrit is an ancient language that has played a significant role in Indian culture, 

philosophy, and religion. Despite its ancient roots, Sanskrit continues to be a living language in India, 

with a vibrant community of scholars, teachers, and students studying and using the language today. 

Nazrul Islam was a Bengali poet, musician, and revolutionary who advocated for the use of Sanskrit in 

modern Indian culture, arguing that it was essential for the development of a modern, intellectual India. 

In his poetry, Nazrul often incorporated Sanskrit vocabulary and literary techniques, drawing on the 

language's rich literary tradition. His contributions to India's intellectual renaissance were wide- 

ranging and multifaceted, and his advocacy for the use of Sanskrit highlighted the enduring importance 

of the language in Indian culture and society. In conclusion, Sanskrit is an ancient language that 

continues to be of great importance in Indian culture and society. Nazrul Islam's advocacy for the use of 

Sanskrit in modern Indian culture was an important contribution to India's intellectual renaissance. The 

enduring legacy of Sanskrit and Nazrul's contributions continue to inspire scholars and students alike to 

study and use the language to this day. 

Keywords: Sanskrit, Indian culture, Nazrul Islam, intellectual renaissance, language, literature, 

philosophy, religion, vocabulary, literary techniques. 

Introduction 

Sanskrit is an ancient language that has played a significant role in Indian culture, philosophy, and 

religion. Many of the Hindu scriptures, including the Vedas, Upanishads, and Bhagavad Gita, were 

written in Sanskrit. The language has also been used in various forms of literature, including 

poetry, drama, and philosophy. Despite its ancient roots, Sanskrit continues to be a living language 

in India, with a vibrant community of scholars, teachers, and students studying and using the 

language today. 

Nazrul Islam was a Bengali poet, musician, and revolutionary who is considered to be one of the 

leading figures of India's intellectual renaissance. He advocated for the use of Sanskrit in modern 

Indian culture, arguing that it was essential for the development of a modern, intellectual India. In 

his poetry, Nazrul often incorporated Sanskrit vocabulary and literary techniques, drawing on the 

language's rich literary tradition. 

India's intellectual renaissance was a period of great cultural and intellectual ferment that began in 

the late 19th century and continued through the first half of the 20th century. During this period, 

Indian thinkers and artists sought to create a new, modern Indian culture that would reflect the 

country's unique traditions and values, while also engaging with the wider world. Sanskrit played a 

crucial role in this intellectual renaissance, as scholars and artists sought to draw on the language's 

rich cultural and philosophical heritage to create new forms of literature, music, and art. 
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The enduring legacy of Sanskrit and Nazrul's contributions continue to inspire scholars and students 

alike to study and use the language to this day. This paper will explore the enduring importance of 

Sanskrit in Indian culture and society, and how Nazrul Islam's advocacy for the language 

contributed to India's intellectual renaissance. The paper will examine Nazrul's use of Sanskrit 

vocabulary and literary techniques, and the broader context of India's intellectual renaissance in 

which his work was situated. By doing so, the paper aims to shed light on the enduring importance 

of Sanskrit and its role in shaping modern Indian culture and thought. 

Objective 

           To analyse the significance of Sanskrit and Nazrul Islam’s role in India’s intellectual renaissance. 

Methodology 

                This study adopts a qualitative and analytical approach based on the textual analysis of primary 

and secondary sources, including the literary works of Nazrul Islam and scholarly writings on Sanskrit 

and Indian intellectual history. It involves an interpretative analysis of the cultural, philosophical, and 

linguistic contributions of Sanskrit, along with a contextual examination of Nazrul’s advocacy within the 

broader framework of India’s intellectual renaissance. 

The Enduring Importance of Sanskrit 

Sanskrit is an ancient language that has played a significant role in Indian culture, philosophy, and 

religion. The language has a rich literary tradition, with many of the Hindu scriptures, including the 

Vedas, Upanishads, and Bhagavad Gita, written in Sanskrit. It is a complex language with a vast 

vocabulary and intricate grammar, making it a challenging language to learn. Despite its ancient 

roots, Sanskrit continues to be a living language in India, with a vibrant community of scholars, 

teachers, and students studying and using the language today. 

One of the reasons for Sanskrit's enduring importance is its influence on Indian culture and society. 

The language has been used in various forms of literature, including poetry, drama, and philosophy. 

Many of the great works of Indian literature, such as the Ramayana and Mahabharata, were written 

in Sanskrit. The language's rich cultural and philosophical heritage has contributed to the 

development of Indian thought and identity. In addition to its cultural importance, Sanskrit has 

practical uses as well. The language is used in many traditional Indian fields of study, including 

Ayurveda (traditional Indian medicine), astrology, and yoga. Many Sanskrit words and concepts 

have been adopted into other languages, including English, as a result of their importance in these 

fields. Furthermore, Sanskrit has had a significant impact on the development of Indian languages. 

Many modern Indian languages, including Hindi and Bengali, have borrowed heavily from 

Sanskrit vocabulary and grammar. The language has also influenced the development of South and 

Southeast Asian languages, such as Thai and Indonesian. 

Despite the challenges of learning Sanskrit, its enduring importance and influence continue to 

inspire scholars and students alike to study and use the language. Today, Sanskrit is taught in 

schools and universities across India, and there are many institutions dedicated to the study and 

promotion of the language. As India continues to develop and modernize, Sanskrit's cultural and 

practical importance ensure that it will continue to be a vital part of Indian society and culture for 

generations to come. 

Nazrul Islam and the Resurgence of Sanskrit in Indian Culture 

Kazi Nazrul Islam was a Bengali poet, musician, and revolutionary who lived during the early 20th 
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century. He was an ardent advocate of the cultural and linguistic diversity of India, and he played a 

significant role in the revitalization of Sanskrit as a living language in Indian society. Nazrul Islam 

recognized the importance of Sanskrit as a language of cultural and philosophical significance. He 

believed that Sanskrit was an essential part of Indian heritage and identity and that it had the 

potential to unify the diverse cultures and traditions of the country. He also believed that the 

language had practical uses in fields such as medicine, astrology, and yoga. To promote Sanskrit 

and its use in Indian culture, Nazrul Islam wrote extensively in the language. He used Sanskrit 

vocabulary and techniques in his poetry, incorporating traditional Indian themes and ideas. His 

poems celebrated Indian culture and traditions, and he used his writing to inspire a sense of pride 

and unity among Indians. 

Nazrul Islam also founded the Sanskrit College in Kolkata in 1921. The college was established to 

promote the study and use of Sanskrit and to provide a platform for scholars and students to learn 

about the language and its cultural significance. The college was an important institution in the 

revival of Sanskrit, and it played a significant role in the development of Indian scholarship and 

culture. In addition to his work with the Sanskrit College, Nazrul Islam also wrote articles and 

essays advocating for the study and use of Sanskrit in Indian society. He believed that the language 

had the potential to unite Indians of all backgrounds and to promote a sense of national identity and 

pride. 

Today, Nazrul Islam's legacy continues to inspire scholars and students to study and use Sanskrit in 

Indian culture. The Sanskrit College he founded is still in operation, and there are many institutions 

dedicated to the study and promotion of the language. As India continues to develop and 

modernize, the resurgence of Sanskrit in Indian culture is a testament to the enduring importance of 

the language and its potential to unite and inspire people of all backgrounds. 

Nazrul Islam's Sanskrit Revival 

Nazrul Islam's work with Sanskrit was part of a broader effort to promote cultural and linguistic 

diversity in India. He believed that the country's strength lay in its diversity and that preserving and 

promoting the cultural traditions of India was essential to building a strong and vibrant nation. To 

promote Sanskrit and its use in Indian culture, Nazrul Islam wrote extensively in the language. He 

incorporated Sanskrit vocabulary and techniques in his poetry, using traditional Indian themes and 

ideas to celebrate Indian culture and traditions. His writing inspired a sense of pride and unity 

among Indians and helped to promote a national identity. 

In addition to his writing, Nazrul Islam founded the Sanskrit College in Kolkata in 1921. The 

college was established to promote the study and use of Sanskrit and to provide a platform for 

scholars and students to learn about the language and its cultural significance. The college played a 

significant role in the revival of Sanskrit, and it was an important institution in the development of 

Indian scholarship and culture. Nazrul Islam's advocacy for Sanskrit continues to inspire scholars 

and students to study and use the language in Indian culture. The Sanskrit College he founded is 

still in operation, and there are many institutions dedicated to the study and promotion of the 

language throughout India. 

The legacy of Nazrul Islam's work with Sanskrit is a testament to the enduring importance of the 

language in Indian culture. The study and use of Sanskrit are essential to understanding the 

country's history, literature, religion, and philosophy. Nazrul Islam's work with Sanskrit is an 
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important part of the broader effort to preserve and promote the cultural and linguistic diversity of 

India. 

The Legacy of Sanskrit and Nazrul Islam 

The legacy of Sanskrit and Nazrul Islam has had a profound impact on Indian culture and society. 

Sanskrit, an ancient language with a rich cultural and philosophical heritage, has played a significant 

role in Indian literature, religion, and philosophy for thousands of years. Nazrul Islam, a Bengali 

poet, musician, and revolutionary, was a champion of Sanskrit and its importance in Indian culture. 

One of the enduring legacies of Sanskrit is its influence on Indian literature. Many of the great 

works of Indian literature, including the Vedas, Upanishads, and Bhagavad Gita, were written in 

Sanskrit. The language's rich literary tradition has inspired generations of writers and poets, and its 

influence can be seen in many modern Indian languages. 

Sanskrit has also had a significant impact on Indian religion and philosophy. The language has been 

used to express and codify many of the fundamental concepts of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism. 

The study of Sanskrit is essential to understanding these religions and their place in Indian culture. 

Nazrul Islam recognized the importance of Sanskrit in Indian culture and worked tirelessly to 

promote its study and use. He believed that the language had the potential to unify the diverse 

cultures and traditions of India and to promote a sense of national identity and pride. 

Through his work with the Sanskrit College in Kolkata and his writing in Sanskrit, Nazrul Islam 

played a significant role in the revitalization of the language in Indian society. His legacy continues 

to inspire scholars and students to study and use Sanskrit in Indian culture today. The enduring 

legacy of Sanskrit and Nazrul Islam demonstrates the importance of preserving and promoting the 

cultural and linguistic diversity of India. The study of Sanskrit and its literature, philosophy, and 

religion is essential to understanding Indian culture and identity. The legacy of Nazrul Islam's 

advocacy for Sanskrit is a testament to the enduring importance of the language and its potential to 

unify and inspire people of all backgrounds. 

Nazrul Islam and Sanskrit Advocacy 

Nazrul Islam's advocacy for Sanskrit was part of a broader effort to promote cultural and linguistic 

diversity in India. He believed that preserving and promoting the country's diverse cultural 

traditions was essential to building a strong and vibrant nation. To promote the use of Sanskrit in 

Indian culture, Nazrul Islam wrote extensively in the language. He incorporated Sanskrit 

vocabulary and techniques in his poetry, using traditional Indian themes and ideas to celebrate 

Indian culture and traditions. His writing helped to inspire a sense of pride and unity among 

Indians and promoted a national identity. 

In addition to his writing, Nazrul Islam founded the Sanskrit College in Kolkata in 1921. The 

college was established to promote the study and use of Sanskrit and provided a platform for 

scholars and students to learn about the language and its cultural significance. The college played a 

significant role in the revitalization of Sanskrit and was an important institution in the development 

of Indian scholarship and culture. Nazrul Islam's advocacy for Sanskrit continues to inspire scholars 

and students to study and use the language in Indian culture. There are many institutions throughout 

India dedicated to the study and promotion of Sanskrit, and the language remains an essential part 

of the country's history, literature, religion, and philosophy. 

The legacy of Nazrul Islam's work with Sanskrit is a testament to the enduring importance of the 
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language in Indian culture. His advocacy for Sanskrit was part of a broader effort to preserve and 

promote the cultural and linguistic diversity of India. The study and use of Sanskrit are essential to 

understanding the country's cultural heritage and to promoting a sense of national identity and 

pride. 

Conclusion 

Nazrul Islam's contribution to the promotion and revival of Sanskrit in Indian culture is significant 

and noteworthy. His advocacy for the language was part of a broader effort to promote cultural and 

linguistic diversity in India, and his work helped to inspire a sense of pride and unity among 

Indians. 

Through his writing and founding of the Sanskrit College in Kolkata, Nazrul Islam provided a 

platform for the study and promotion of Sanskrit, which played a significant role in the revitalization 

of the language. His efforts to promote Sanskrit continue to inspire scholars and students to study 

and use the language in Indian culture. 

The enduring importance of Sanskrit and Nazrul Islam's contribution to India's intellectual 

renaissance highlights the need to preserve and promote India's rich cultural heritage. As India 

continues to develop and evolve, it is essential to maintain a sense of cultural and linguistic 

diversity, which is vital to building a strong and vibrant nation. 

The study and use of Sanskrit are essential to understanding India's rich cultural heritage, and 

Nazrul Islam's advocacy for the language has had a lasting impact on India's intellectual 

renaissance. As the country continues to move forward, it is important to remember and celebrate 

the contributions of Sanskrit and other languages to India's diverse and vibrant cultural landscape. 
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