
Gurukul International Multidisciplinary 
Research Journal (GIMRJ)with 

International Impact Factor 8.357 

Peer Reviewed Journal 
 

https://doi.org/10.69758/GIMRJ/2501I1VXIIIP0007 

 

 

Page 37 Quarterly Journal         Peer Reviewed Journal            ISSN No. 2394-8426 
Indexed Journal   Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/ 

e-ISSN No. 2394-8426 

Monthly Issue 

JAN-2025 

Issue–I, Volume–XIII 
 

Musical Expressions of Freedom: Songs from the Indian Independence 

Movement 
 

Dr. Ajanta Jana, 

Guest Faculty, 

Sadhu Ramchand Murmu University of Jhargram, 

West Bengal. 

 

Abstract 

This article explores the pivotal role of music in the Indian Independence Movement, 

highlighting its power to inspire, mobilize, and unite people against colonial rule. Through a 

critical analysis of songs, lyrics, and melodies from the movement, this study demonstrates how 

music served as a potent tool for social change, national awakening, and resistance against 

British colonialism. The article delves into the historical context of the Indian Independence 

Movement, examining how music was employed by nationalist leaders, activists, and artists to 

spread messages of freedom, patriotism, and unity. It also analyses the musical themes and 

motifs that emerged during this period, revealing how they reflected the aspirations, struggles, 

and triumphs of the Indian people. By examining the intersections of music, politics, and culture, 

this study sheds new light on the significance of musical expressions of freedom in the Indian 

Independence Movement. It argues that music played a crucial role in shaping national identity, 

fostering collective action, and inspiring revolutionary change. Ultimately, this article 

demonstrates the enduring impact of musical expressions of freedom on Indian society and 

culture, highlighting their continued relevance in contemporary struggles for social justice and 

human rights. Furthermore, this study highlights the importance of preserving and promoting 

India's rich musical heritage, particularly the songs and melodies of the Independence Movement. 

By doing so, we can ensure that the stories, struggles, and triumphs of India's freedom fighters 

continue to inspire future generations. The article concludes by emphasizing the need for further 

research on the role of music in social movements, highlighting the potential for music to serve 

as a powerful tool for social change and activism in contemporary India. 

Key Words: Indian Independence Movement, Music and Politics, Nationalism and Identity, 

Social Change and Resistance, Cultural Expression and Freedom 

 

I. Introduction 

The Indian Independence Movement was a pivotal moment in the country's history, marked by 

widespread protests, non-violent resistance, and revolutionary fervor. As India struggled to break 

free from the shackles of British colonialism, music played a vital role in inspiring, mobilizing, 

and uniting the masses. From patriotic songs and folk melodies to revolutionary anthems and 

protest ballads, music served as a powerful medium for expressing nationalist sentiments, 

challenging colonial authority, and envisioning a free and independent India. 

This article explores the complex and multifaceted relationship between music and the Indian 

Independence Movement. By examining the various ways in which music was employed by 
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nationalist leaders, activists, and artists, this study aims to shed new light on the significance of 

musical expressions of freedom in the Indian Independence Movement. Through a critical 

analysis of songs, lyrics, and melodies from the movement, this article demonstrates how music 

served as a potent tool for social change, national awakening, and resistance against British 

colonialism. 

The article is divided into five sections. Following this introduction, the second section provides 

a historical context for the Indian Independence Movement, highlighting the key events, figures, 

and ideologies that shaped the movement. The third section examines the power of music in the 

movement, analysing how songs and melodies were used to inspire, mobilize, and unite the 

masses. The fourth section explores the musical themes and motifs that emerged during this 

period, revealing how they reflected the aspirations, struggles, and triumphs of the Indian people. 

The final section concludes the article, highlighting the enduring impact of musical expressions 

of freedom on Indian society and culture. 

II. Historical Context: Music and the Indian Independence Movement 

The Indian Independence Movement was a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that spanned 

several decades, involving various social, political, and cultural forces. Music played a 

significant role in this movement, serving as a powerful medium for expressing nationalist 

sentiments, challenging colonial authority, and envisioning a free and independent India. 

Early Beginnings: Music and Nationalism in 19th-Century India 

The seeds of Indian nationalism were sown in the 19th century, when Indian intellectuals and 

reformers began to challenge British colonial rule. Music played a crucial role in this early 

nationalist movement, with many Indian composers and musicians drawing inspiration from 

traditional Indian music and folklore. 

For example, the Bengali poet and composer Rabindranath Tagore, who would later become the 

first Indian Nobel laureate, wrote numerous songs and poems that celebrated Indian culture and 

nationalism. Tagore's music and poetry had a profound impact on the Indian nationalist 

movement, inspiring many Indians to join the struggle for independence. 

The Swadeshi Movement and the Rise of Patriotic Music 

The Swadeshi movement, which emerged in the early 20th century, marked a significant turning 

point in the Indian Independence Movement. This movement, which emphasized the importance 

of self-reliance and indigenous industries, inspired many Indian musicians and composers to 

create patriotic music that celebrated Indian culture and nationalism. 

For example, the Indian poet and composer Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote the song 

"Vande Mataram" (Hail to the Mother), which became a powerful anthem for the Indian 

nationalist movement. This song, which celebrated the beauty and majesty of the Indian 

motherland, inspired many Indians to join the struggle for independence. 

The Role of Music in the Non-Cooperation Movement 

The Non-Cooperation Movement, which was launched by Mahatma Gandhi in 1920, marked a 

significant escalation in the Indian Independence Movement. Music played a crucial role in this 
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movement, with many Indian musicians and composers creating songs and melodies that 

celebrated non-violent resistance and civil disobedience. 

For example, the Indian poet and composer Narayan Prasad Betab wrote the song "Chalo Dilli" 

(Let's March to Delhi), which became a popular anthem for the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

This song, which celebrated the spirit of non-violent resistance and civil disobedience, inspired 

many Indians to join the movement. 

The Quit India Movement and the Role of Music in Revolutionary Politics 

The Quit India Movement, which was launched by Mahatma Gandhi in 1942, marked a 

significant turning point in the Indian Independence Movement. Music played a crucial role in 

this movement, with many Indian musicians and composers creating songs and melodies that 

celebrated revolutionary politics and armed resistance. 

For example, the Indian poet and composer Ram Prasad Bismil wrote the song "Sarfaroshi ki 

Tamanna" (The Desire for Martyrdom), which became a popular anthem for the Quit India 

Movement. This song, which celebrated the spirit of revolutionary politics and armed resistance, 

inspired many Indians to join the movement. 

In conclusion, music played a significant role in the Indian Independence Movement, serving as a 

powerful medium for expressing nationalist sentiments, challenging colonial authority, and 

envisioning a free and independent India. From the early beginnings of Indian nationalism in the 

19th century to the Quit India Movement in 1942, music was an integral part of the Indian 

Independence Movement, inspiring many Indians to join the struggle for independence. 

III. The Power of Music: Songs as Tools for Social Change and National Awakening 

Music has long been recognized as a powerful tool for social change and national awakening. In 

the context of the Indian Independence Movement, music played a crucial role in inspiring, 

mobilizing, and uniting the masses against British colonial rule. This section examines the power 

of music in the Indian Independence Movement, highlighting its ability to evoke emotions, 

challenge colonial authority, and promote national awakening. 

Eliciting Emotions and Creating a Sense of National Identity 

Music has the ability to evoke strong emotions and create a sense of national identity. In the 

context of the Indian Independence Movement, music was used to evoke feelings of patriotism, 

nationalism, and solidarity among Indians. Songs like "Vande Mataram" (Hail to the Mother) and 

"Jana Gana Mana" (Thou Art the Ruler of the Minds of All People) became powerful anthems 

for the movement, inspiring Indians to join the struggle for independence. 

Challenging Colonial Authority and Promoting National Awakening 

Music was also used to challenge colonial authority and promote national awakening. Songs like 

"Sarfaroshi ki Tamanna" (The Desire for Martyrdom) and "Chalo Dilli" (Let's March to Delhi) 

became popular anthems for the movement, inspiring Indians to challenge British colonial rule 

and fight for independence. 

The Role of Music in Mobilizing the Masses 

Music played a crucial role in mobilizing the masses against British colonial rule. Songs were 

sung at public gatherings, rallies, and protests, inspiring Indians to join the movement and fight 
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for independence. Music was also used to spread messages of nationalism and patriotism, 

inspiring Indians to take action against British colonial rule. 

The Impact of Music on the Indian Independence Movement 

The impact of music on the Indian Independence Movement was significant. Music helped to 

inspire, mobilize, and unite the masses against British colonial rule, playing a crucial role in the 

movement's success. Music also helped to promote national awakening and challenge colonial 

authority, inspiring Indians to fight for independence. 

In conclusion, music played a powerful role in the Indian Independence Movement, serving as a 

tool for social change and national awakening. Music helped to evoke emotions, challenge 

colonial authority, and promote national awakening, inspiring Indians to join the struggle for 

independence. The impact of music on the movement was significant, helping to mobilize the 

masses and promote national awakening. 

IV. Musical Themes and Motifs: Analysing the Lyrics and Melodies of Independence 

Movement Songs 

The songs of the Indian Independence Movement were characterized by a range of musical 

themes and motifs that reflected the aspirations, struggles, and triumphs of the Indian people. 

This section analyses the lyrics and melodies of Independence Movement songs, identifying key 

musical themes and motifs that emerged during this period. 

Nationalism and Patriotism 

One of the most prominent musical themes of the Independence Movement was nationalism and 

patriotism. Songs like "Vande Mataram" (Hail to the Mother) and "Jana Gana Mana" (Thou Art 

the Ruler of the Minds of All People) celebrated the beauty and majesty of the Indian 

motherland, evoking feelings of patriotism and national pride. These songs often employed 

traditional Indian melodies and rhythms, which added to their emotional resonance and patriotic 

appeal. 

The use of nationalist and patriotic themes in Independence Movement songs served several 

purposes. Firstly, it helped to create a sense of shared identity and purpose among Indians, who 

were united in their struggle for freedom. Secondly, it provided a powerful emotional appeal, 

inspiring listeners to take action and join the movement. Finally, it helped to challenge British 

colonial rule, which was seen as a threat to Indian culture and identity. 

Resistance and Defiance 

Another key musical theme of the Independence Movement was resistance and defiance. Songs 

like "Sarfaroshi ki Tamanna" (The Desire for Martyrdom) and "Chalo Dilli" (Let's March to 

Delhi) reflected the determination and courage of Indian freedom fighters, inspiring listeners to 

challenge British colonial rule. These songs often employed bold and energetic melodies, which 

added to their sense of urgency and defiance. 

The use of resistance and defiance themes in Independence Movement songs served as a call to 

action, inspiring listeners to join the movement and fight for freedom. These songs also helped to 

create a sense of solidarity among Indian freedom fighters, who were united in their struggle 

against British colonial rule. 
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Social Justice and Equality 

Many Independence Movement songs also addressed themes of social justice and equality. Songs 

like "Bharat Mata ki Jai" (Victory to Mother India) and "Hindu-Muslim Ekta" (Hindu-Muslim 

Unity) promoted unity and solidarity among Indians, regardless of their caste, creed, or religion. 

These songs often employed simple and catchy melodies, which made them easy to remember 

and sing along to. 

The use of social justice and equality themes in Independence Movement songs served as a 

powerful statement of intent, highlighting the movement's commitment to creating a fair and just 

society. These songs also helped to promote a sense of unity and solidarity among Indians, who 

were united in their struggle for freedom. 

Melodic and Harmonic Motifs 

In addition to these lyrical themes, Independence Movement songs also employed a range of 

melodic and harmonic motifs that reflected Indian musical traditions. For example, many songs 

used the pentatonic scale, which is characteristic of Indian classical music. These melodies often 

featured complex ragas and taans, which added to their emotional resonance and cultural 

authenticity. 

Rhythmic Motifs 

Rhythmic motifs also played an important role in Independence Movement songs. Many songs 

employed complex rhythmic patterns, which reflected the rich cultural heritage of India. These 

rhythms often featured traditional Indian instruments like the tabla and dholak, which added to 

their emotional resonance and cultural authenticity. 

Instrumental Motifs 

Instrumental motifs were also used to convey key themes and emotions in Independence 

Movement songs. For example, the use of the sitar and tanpura created a sense of calm and 

contemplation, while the use of the shehnai and bansuri created a sense of joy and celebration. 

In conclusion, the musical themes and motifs of Independence Movement songs reflected the 

aspirations, struggles, and triumphs of the Indian people. By analysing the lyrics and melodies of 

these songs, we can gain a deeper understanding of the cultural and historical context in which 

they emerged. These songs continue to inspire and motivate Indians to this day, serving as a 

powerful reminder of the country's rich cultural heritage and its ongoing struggle for freedom and 

self-determination. 

V. Conclusion: Musical Expressions of Freedom and Their Lasting Impact on Indian 

Society and Culture 

The Indian Independence Movement was a pivotal moment in Indian history, marked by 

widespread protests, non-violent resistance, and revolutionary fervour. Music played a vital role 

in this movement, serving as a powerful medium for expressing nationalist sentiments, 

challenging colonial authority, and promoting social change. Through a critical analysis of 

Independence Movement songs, this article has demonstrated the significant impact of musical 

expressions of freedom on Indian society and culture. 

Musical Expressions of Freedom: A Legacy of Nationalism and Social Change 
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The musical expressions of freedom that emerged during the Indian Independence Movement 

have left a lasting legacy on Indian society and culture. These songs continue to inspire and 

motivate Indians to this day, serving as a powerful reminder of the country's rich cultural heritage 

and its ongoing struggle for freedom and self-determination. 

The Enduring Impact of Independence Movement Songs 

The songs of the Indian Independence Movement have had a profound impact on Indian society 

and culture. They have inspired generations of Indians to fight for freedom, justice, and equality. 

They have also played a significant role in shaping Indian national identity, promoting a sense of 

unity and solidarity among Indians from diverse backgrounds. 

Music as a Tool for Social Change and National Awakening 

The Indian Independence Movement has demonstrated the power of music as a tool for social 

change and national awakening. Music has the ability to evoke strong emotions, challenge 

dominant narratives, and promote alternative visions of society. As such, it remains a vital 

component of social movements and nationalist struggles around the world. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the musical expressions of freedom that emerged during the Indian Independence 

Movement have had a profound and lasting impact on Indian society and culture. These songs 

continue to inspire and motivate Indians to this day, serving as a powerful reminder of the 

country's rich cultural heritage and its ongoing struggle for freedom and self-determination. As 

we reflect on the significance of these songs, we are reminded of the enduring power of music to 

shape our understanding of the world and inspire us to create positive change. 
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