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Relationship between Human values and Sanskrit Literature 

Dr.Haripada Mahapatra 

Asst. Professor Department of Sanskrit 

Sankrail Anil Biswas Smriti Mahavidyalaya. Jhargram. 

 

Abstract:  This paper aims to explore the relationship between values and Sanskrit literature and 

how values were impacted by reading Sanskrit literature. The Sanskrit Literature i.e., Vedas, 

Upanishads, Literature like Ramayana, Mahabharatam, Puranas, satakas, etc., has given much 

importance to human values in ancient India. This country is rich in culture believe that it is full 

of values and virtues. They know how a man can make his life happy by adhering human values. 

The Kurukshetra war was at Dharmakshetra which was based on value. The ancient sages from 

Viswamitra to Swami Vivekananda and Sankaracharya to Sivananda taught their disciples morals 

and human values through their teachings and writing. The most human value deals with in day 

today life are truth, beauty and goodness, thinking, feeling and willing satyam, Sivam and 

Sundaram. This study is based on the previous literature, books, journals and internet sources. 

Keywords: Human Value, Literature, Ancient, Teaching, , Beauty And Goodness. 

Introduction: Values and human being are to be considered as the two sides of the same coin. 

The word ‘Value’ comes from the Latin word ‘Velere’ which means ‘to be worth’. The Concise 

Oxford Dictionary defines the term ‘Value’ as the ‘worth, desirability or utility of a thing’. 

Different eminent scholars and dictionaries gives the meaning of the word ‘Value’ in their own 

perceptions and as well as in their own languages. Thus, it may be said that value is that which 

renders anything useful, worthy or estimable. Values are the basis of human being. As human 

being man should have to maintain peace, tolerance, respect, equality, selflessness, sincerity, 

ethical actions etc. which makes the human being different from other animals. 

Indian culture plays an important role in inculcating ethical values. Indian values gave prime 

importance to right to happiness for all human beings. Indian culture is complex in nature and 

with diversity in religion and their customs we live with unity. The two most important tenets of 

Indian culture are human Values and Holism. Human values refer to moral, spiritual and ethical 

values while Holism means oneness or unity. Indian culture is very rich and diverse and teaches 

us to be tolerant to others. Human values are inculcated from the Vedic teachings to lead a 

peaceful integrated life. Indian Culture shows us evidences of development of values in life by 

training and experience. The Bhagawad Gita is considered as the essence of the Vedas and 

Upanishads. Important values that are ever relevant and unchanging are found in the form of 

scriptural texts in the Indian culture. 1. Vedas 2. Bhagavad Gita 3. Manusmriti  4. Ramayana 5. 

Kama sutra. 

Objectives: This paper aims as follows-  

� To explore the relationship between values and Sanskrit literature  

� To study how values were impacted by reading Sanskrit literature 

DISCUSSION: 

Beginning from the ancient days, this Nitīśāstra is still active, directing the characteristic 

behavior of human beings. These are the values of our society. Every society changes according 
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to morality, and basic characteristics and behaviors, but they are never accepted in their form of 

origins. In Vedas, Nitīśāstra comes as Ritu which is sovereign and uniform and used to mean 

‘noble conduct’ or Sadāchāra. In Yajurveda, Yajñas are explained to make human lives ideal In 

the Atharvaveda, there are certain laws of ethics which say that offerings make your next life 

‘pure’ along with this. The prayers have been organized at many places to save one from sins. 

For a married family, it is said that if the family gets prosperity, the couple will remain united all 

through life. While for married women, it is prayed that she conduct herself according to her 

husband’s needs so that the mind remains positive, and there is no animosity among brothers and 

sisters, and all follow one path to ‘welfare’ or Kalyāna. 

 

 Kalidasa, the prince in Sanskrit literature, occupies a unique position both as a great poet and 

dramatist. Among his seven well-known creations, the Abhijňanaśakuntalam is regarded as an 

unique creation by the poet and playwright. It has been observed that the Abhijňanaśakuntalam 

of Kālidāsa is based on equality, morality, intolerance and so on. Hence, it may be an interesting 

topic to examine the different aspects of human values as revealed in the world famous play by 

Kalidasa and find out this relevance.  The verse by unknown critics proves---  

kāvyeşu nātakaṁ ramyaṁ tatra ramyaṁ śakuntalā / 

tatrāpi ca caturtha’nkaḥ yatra yāti śakuntalā // 

The Abhijňanaśakuntalam is a play in seven acts where the playwright portrays the passionate 

love between the king Dusyanta and Sakuntala, the daughter of a celestial nymph, Menaka and 

sage Viswamitra. So, it represents a blandly between earthly andheavenly elements. So, among 

his seven well-known creations, the Abhijňanaśakuntalam is highly praised as his best paragon. 

In this dramatic creation, from the beginning to the end, we have here and there various types of 

moral lessons; such as once tolerance kindheartedness, co-existence between nature and man, 

respect towards our traditions, believes, customs etc. through which the great playwright spreads 

the importance of such values in human being for forever. 

Sanskrit Allegories: The proverbs which are found in Sanskrit allegories are very interesting 

and very useful. One note bale proverb as meant in Hitopadesha composed by Näräyanasharma.  

One should save oneself always. One should save money for any distress. One should protect 

one’s wife and children by expending the money. Always one should save oneself even by 

sacrificing wife and money. Some not only save money parsimoniously but also never utilize it. 

And then it is strange to say that the property of theirs is neither utilize nor given to others by 

those money grabbers. Those misers have really been likened to the scarecrows which are built in 

the paddy fields for protecting the harvests. It says that one is the first object of charity. In respect 

of this saying these are accepted by anyone irrespective of creed, race, colour, caste or gender 

Srimad Bhagavat Gita: Srimad Bhagavat Gita is the repository of Human Values. It’s the 

timeless wisdom and the priceless gift that Human Civilization can ever have. Since ages 

Bhagavat Gita is the ultimate path finder and provides solution to numerous confusions and 

conflicts in the human mind. Bhagavad Gita is able to address all conceivable issues in only 700 

verses is part of its mystical potency. Bhagavat Gita describes these fundamental universal 

principles – the underlying framework of the universe that reflects the purpose of the universal 
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architect. There are various principles, guidelines in Bhagavat Gita for a higher way of life with 

bigger goals. Few of the verses quoted here. However, it’s extremely difficult to choose few 

verses considering the richness of the sacred scripture. 

Perfection in Action 

“Karmanaiva hi samsiddhimasthitajanakadayah 

Loka-sangrahamevapisampasyankartumarhasi”  

Kings such as Janaka, father of Sita and father-in-law of Lord Rama, attained perfection solely 

by performance of prescribed duties. Therefore just for the sake of educating the people in 

general, one should perform his work. The sense of duty is very important for growth of a human 

being. 

Niskama Karma (Doing work without desire for result) 

“Karmany evadhikareste ma phalesukadachana 

Ma karma-phala-heturbhur ma tesangostvakarmani”  

 

Each individual is called upon to perform his duty without being concerned about the reward for 

or consequences of such an action. Never consider yourself the cause of the results of your 

activities, and never be detached to not doing your duty. 

Values and Vedanta: According to Vedanta, soul is covered with five koshas. Annamaya,  

Pranamaya, Manomaya, Vigyanamaya and anandmaya. Hence, when anybody crosses the 

demands and bondage of any kosha, he goes higher and higher and deeper and deeper in the 

attainment of knowledge. The highest value is the state of mukti (liberation of the soul from the 

bondage of the cycle of birth and rebirth) and the union with God, the Brahman. Thus the 

hierarchy of values exists according to Indian philosophies. 

VedVyas says in Shanti parva, “The man of dharma removes all the impurities of mind and all 

stains from his heart. He is free from falsehood and does always good to all.” In Dharma 

everything is established - the five qualities preceding Dharma are truth, tapas or spirituality, 

shama i.e. control of senses, dama - control of mind and lastly daan or alms giving. 

 

Conclusion: “Imbibing the qualities of good conduct, self-confidence and high values would 

help students earn a significant place in society. Education without values is like a flower without 

fragrance. Students should realize that character building is equally important as career building. 

A good character in life is ultimate thing that stretches person’s self-realization. 

 

“Let all people be happy” 

 

This is the basis of the famous slogan: 

“The world is one family” 

 

These indicate the large heartedness and width of our vision. 

Human Right to happiness. 
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d’ehj ds fuokfl;ksa ij /kkjk 370 dk izHkko ,oa rduhdh lk/kuksa ds iz;ksx ls vke vkneh rd 
igq¡p dh fLFkfr 

 

izhfr oEkkZ  
fjlpZ Ldkyj 

jktLFkku fo’ofo|ky;] t;iqj 

lkj ¼Abstruct½ 
 

Hkkjr vkSj ikfdLrku ds chp lacaèkksa dk O;kid vlj Hkkjr vf/kdr̀ d’ehj ds fuokfl;ksa ds 
lkekftd&vkfFkZd thou ij iM+k gSA lkFk gh rduhdh lk/kuksa dh vuqiyC/krk us mUgs iaxw cuk fn;k 
gSA  

,slk eglwl fd;k x;k Fkk fd o"kZ 2021 esa Hkkjr&ikfdLrku lacaèkksa us ,d ldkjkRed :[k 
viuk;k gS fdUrq Hkkjr }kjk èkkjk 370 dks fujLr djus ls mits ruko us bl ldkjkRed :[k dks 
udkjkRed :[k esa cny fn;kA blls ckr ls vkgr ikfdLrku us rks ;gka rd dg fn;k fd tc rd 
Hkkjr èkkjk 370 dks fujLr ugha djrk ikfdLrku mlds lkFk dksbZ O;kikj ugha djsxkA gkykafd ;g 
dFku ikfdLrku ds fy, ikao ij dqYgkMh ekjus tSlk gSA bldk lh/kk izHkko d’ehj dh turk dh 
lkekftd&vkfFkZd ,o O;kikfjd fLFkfr ij iM+k gSA   

 vkt d’ehj esa ikfdLrku dh lcls cM+h f’kdk;r Hkkjr }kjk /kkjk 370 vkSj 35, dks gVkuk 
gS ftlij ikfdLrkuh iz/kkuea=h bejku us ?kks"k.kk djrs gq, dgk fd nqfu;k gels tqMs+s ;k ugha] 
ikfdLrku d’ehfj;ksa dks viuh vafre lkal rd leFkZu nsrs jgsxkA bl ckr dk izHkko d’ehj ds 
lkFk&lkFk lEiw.kZ nf{k.k ,f’k;kbZ {ks=ksa ij Hkh iM+k gS 
 

 bl ys[k dk mÌs’; /kkjk 370 dk d’ehj ds fuokfl;ksa ij izHkko ,oa rduhdh lk/kuksa ds 
iz;ksx ls vke vkneh rd igq¡p dh fLFkfr dk vkdayu djuk gSA 

ladsr 'kCn% ¼Keywords½% /kkjk 370] d’ehj] nf{k.k ,f’k;kbZ {ks=] Hkkjr] ikfdLrku] lkekftd&vkfFkZd 
,o O;kikfjd fLFkfr]  
izLRkkouk ¼Introduction½ 

d'ehj yacs le; ls Hkkjr vkSj ikfdLrku ds chp fookn dk fo"k; jgk gS( nksuksa ns'kks a us ?kkVh 
ij pkj ;q) yM+s gSaA mxzokn us jkT; ds lkekU; dkedkt dks cckZn dj fn;k gS] vkSj Hkkjr dks 
rRdkyhu jkT; tEew vkSj d'ehj dks v'kkar {ks= ds :i esa vfèklwfpr djus vkSj l'kL= cy fo'ks"k 
vfèkdkj vfèkfu;e ¼AFSPA½ tSls fooknkLin vkSj dBksj dkuwuksa dks 'kkafr cuk, j[kus ds fy, ykxw 
djus ds fy, etcwj dj fn;k gSA  
 Hkkjr us foxr o"kks Za esa d'ehfj;ksa vkSj ;gka rd fd ikfdLrku rd igqapus dh dksf'k'k dh] 
ysfdu mEehn dh NksVh lh vofèk ds fy,] d'ehj ?kkVh esa 'kkafr dk;e ugha gqbZ gSA vius iwoZofrZ;ks a] 
vVy fcgkjh oktis;h vkSj eueksgu flag }kjk fuèkkZfjr igy ds ckn] ujsaæ eksnh us Hkh ikfdLrku rd 
igqapus dh dksf'k'k dh gSA 

eksnh us d'ehj ij la?k"kZ dk 'kkafriw.kZ lekèkku [kkstus ds fy, igy djrs gq, vius 'kiFk 
xzg.k lekjksg esa ikfdLrku ds rRdkyhu çèkkuea=h uokt+ 'kjhQ+ dks vkeaf=r fd;k] vkSj vius led{k 
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dks muds tUefnu ij cèkkbZ nsus ds fy, o"kZ 2015 esa fØlel ds volj ij ykgkSj igqWap x;sA ;g 
,d ,slk dne Fkk ftlus jktuf;d ijEijk vkSj fons'k uhfr fo'ks"kKksa dks LrCèk dj fn;k FkkA 

Hkkjr&ikfdLrku lacaèkks a esa ;g mRlkg vYidkfyd FkkA 2016 esa iBkudksV ok;q lsuk LVs'ku 
ij ,d vkradh geyk gqvk] ftlesa tS'k&,&eksgEen ds ikap vkradoknh 'kkfey FksA mxzokn fojksèkh 
vfHk;ku esa vkradoknh cqjgku okuh ds ekjs tkus ds ckn ds ruko vksj c<+ x;kA okuh dh èR;w us 
vkt+knh vkSj ftgkn ds vkºoku dks fQj ls txk fn;k vkSj LFkkuh; foæksfg;ksa ds fy, fQj ls }kj 
[kksy fn,] D;ksafd LFkkuh; ;qok vkradoknh lewgksa esa 'kkfey gks x,A ikfdLrku us Hkkjrh; lSU; 
çfr"Bkuksa ij geys djus ds fy, çf'kf{kr vkradokfn;ksa dh ?kqliSB dks rst djrs gq, fLFkfr dk 
Qk;nk mBkus dh dksf’k’k Hkh dhA 
 

fiNys dbZ n'kdksa ds chp vkSj la?k"kZ dks de djus ds fy, fofHkUu vlQy uje mik;ks dh 
dksf'k'k djus ds ckn] Hkkjr us tEew&d'ehj ij dM+k #[k viuk;k lkFk gh Hkktik ds usr`Ro okyh 
ljdkj us ?kkVh esa c<+rs la?k"kZ dks vius fopkjd ';kek çlkn eq[ktÊ ds vuqPNsn 370 vkSj vuqPNsn 
35, dks fujLr djus ds lius dks iwjk djus ds cgkus ds :i esa bLrseky fd;kA  

vuqPNsn 370 ds fujlu ds çHkko 
,dhdj.k] csgrj ç'kklu vkSj lq'kklu dh lqfoèkk ds fy, d'ehfj;ksa vkSj pquh gqbZ jkT; 

ljdkj dh lgefr ls n'kdksa esa vuqPNsn 370 dks dbZ ckj detksj fd;k x;kA gkykafd] bu 
detksfj;ksa ds ckotwn] vuqPNsn 370 d'ehfj;ksa ds fy, cgqr çrhdkRed vkSj euksoSKkfud egRo 
j[krk gSA  

Hkkjr us vuqPNsn 370 dks fujLr djus vkSj tEew&d'ehj jkT; dks nks dsaæ 'kkflr çns'kksa esa 
foHkkftr djus ds ,drjQk QSlys ls igys] lHkh Hkkjr leFkZd d'ehjh jktusrkvksa dks fxj¶rkj dj 
fy;k x;k FkkA gtkjks a lqj{kk dfeZ;ksa dks vanj Hkstk x;k vkSj ?kkVh dks O;kid lapkj O;oLFkk ds lkFk 
can dj fn;k x;kA 
 

Hkkjr ds vuqlkj] ;g laoSèkkfud ifjorZu {ks= ds csgrj ç'kklu] lq'kklu vkSj vkfFkZd fodkl 
dk ekxZ ç'kLr djus ds fy, fd;k x;k FkkA  ljdkj dk ekuuk Fkk fd vuqPNsn 370 tEew&d'ehj 
jkT; esa Hkz"Vkpkj vkSj mxzokn dk ewy dkj.k jgk gSA  

 
vuqPNsn 370 ds fujLr gksus ls d'ehj la?k"kZ dk varjkZ"Vªh;dj.k Hkh gqvk gS ,d ,slh ?kVuk 

ftldk ,uMh, ljdkj us fojksèk fd;k Fkk] vkSj nkok fd;k fd d'ehj Hkkjr dk vkarfjd eqík gSA 
 

o"kZ 2019 esa la;qä jk"Vª lqj{kk ifj"kn dh d'ehj dh rRdkyhu fLFkfr ij nks ckj cSBd dj 
pqdh FkhA vesfjdh dkaxzsl us Hkkjr ds QSlys dh fuank djrs gq, d'ehj ij nks lnu çLrko ikfjr fd, 
FksaA d'ehj dh fLFkfr ij bl c<+rs Qksdl us Hkkjr dks fons'kh jktuf;dksa vkSj lkalnksa dks d'ehj ?kkVh 
esa rF;&[kkst ;k=kvksa ij vkeaf=r djus ds fy, etcwj dj fn;k FkkA 
 

tSls tSls varjjk"Vªh; vkykspuk c<+rh xbZ ftlds dkj.k fofHkUu ns'kksa ds Hkkjr esa jktnwrksa vkSj 
mPpk;qäksa lfgr fons'kh jktuf;dksa ds lewg dks tEew vkSj d'ehj dh vkfèkdkfjd ;k=k ij ys tk;k 
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x;kA buesa vesfjdk] nf{k.k dksfj;k] fo;ruke] ckaXykns'k] fQth] ekynho] u‚oZs] fQyhihal] eksjDdks] 
vtZsaVhuk] is:] ukbtj] ukbthfj;k] xq;kuk vkSj Vksxks ds jktuf;d 'kkfey FksA  
 

orZeku d'ehj esa tuthou èkhjs&èkhjs vkSj rsth ls lkekU; gksus dh vksj c<+ jgk gSA gkykafd] 
?kkVh ,d vlgt 'kkafr ds chp esa [kM+h gS tks lhek ikj ls FkksM+h lh Hkh mÙkstuk ij QV ldrh gSA 
èkkjk 370 dks lekIr djuk vkSj lkoZtfud èkkj.kk 
d'ehfj;ksa dh lgefr ds fcuk Lok;Ùkrk ds guu us ?kkVh ds yksxksa ds chp [krjs dh èkkj.kk dks vksj 
vf/kd c<+k fn;k gSA yksxks dk ekuuk gS fd Hkys gh vuqPNsn 370 ds rgr tEew&d'ehj dks nh xbZ 
Lok;Ùkrk ?kkVh esa Hkkjr leFkZd jktuhfrd nyksa }kjk vfèkd mi;ksx esa yh xbZ gks] ysfdu d'ehj ds 
yksxksa ds fy, bldk çrhdkRed vkSj HkkoukRed egRo FkkA 

5 vxLr ds ckn] yksxksa esa viuh igpku vkSj èkeZ] jhfr&fjoktksa vkSj Hkk"kk tSls lkaL—frd eqík sa 
ds ckjs esa Hk; vkSj lansg dh Hkkouk c<+ jgh gSA daluZM flfVtUl xzqi ¼lhlhth½ }kjk flracj 2019 ds 
}kjk fd;s x;s ,d vè;;u ds fu"d"kksZa ds vk/kkj ij ekuk x;k gS fd vuqPNsn 370 dks fujLr djus ls 
ckgjh yksxksa dks ?kkVh esa ykuk gksxk] D;ksafd mUgsa fodkl ifj;kstukvksa ds :i esa ladqy fd;k tk,xkA 
lkFk gh yksxksa dk ekuuk gS fd ljdkj tulkaf[;dh; ifjorZu ds fy, d'ehjh iafMrksa vkSj iwoZ lSfudksa 
ds fy, le>kSrk vUr%{ks= cukus ds fy, mi;ksx dj ldrh gSA 

tEew&d'ehj ds uoxfBr dsaæ 'kkflr çns'k esa] dsaæ ljdkj u, fu;e cukus dh dksf'k'k dj 
jgh gS tks fuokfl;ksa dks Hkwfe vkSj ljdkjh ukSdfj;ksa esa vfèkokl dk vfèkdkj nsxkA dqN yksxks us vk'kadk 
O;ä dh fd bl rjg ds dne ls LFkkuh; ;qokvksa ds fy, jkstxkj ds volj lhfer gks tk,axs vkSj 
?kkVh esa tulkaf[;dh; O;oèkku Hkh iSnk gksxkA 

 

bu varfoZjksèkksa lss yksx ;g eglwl djus yxs gS fd ,d lafoèkku] ,d dkuwu dk 'kklu ds cgkus 
èkkjk 370 dks fujLr djus ls os dsoy nwljs ntZs ds ukxfjd cu x, gSaA  
 

5 vxLr 2019 dks tc dsaæh; x̀g ea=h us tEew vkSj d'ehj iquxZBu foèks;d dks jkT;lHkk esa 
is'k fd;k] rks mUgksaus dgk fd vuqPNsn 370 ds rgr tEew&d'ehj dks fn;k x;k fo'ks"k ntkZ Hkz"Vkpkj] 
vkradokn vkSj jkT; ds vyxko dk ewy dkj.k FkkA ;g lp gS fd tEew&d'ehj esa O;kid vkSj xgjh 
tM+sa tek pqds Hkz"Vkpkj us jkT; dh fodkl {kerk dks lhfer dj fn;k gS] vkSj dbZ ckj jk"Vªh; lqj{kk 
ds fy, [krjk Hkh iSnk dj fn;k gSA udyh gfFk;kj ykblsal dk ekeyk] ftlesa Hkkjr Hkj ds yxHkx Ng 
jkT; 'kkfey Fks] bl [krjukd ?kVuk dk çek.k gSA yksxksa dk rdZ gS fd Hkz"Vkpkj] HkkbZ&Hkrhtkokn vkSj 
dq'kklu ds dkj.k d'ehfj;ksa dk vyxko gqvk gS] tks vuqPNsn 370 ds ctk; Hkkjr dh uhfr;ksa ls mitk 
gSA  

leL;k dFku ¼The Problem½ 
 

 vuqPNsn 370 ds fujL=hdj.k dk fu.k;Z gksrs gh jk"Vªh; ,oa vUrZjk"Vªh; Lrj ij bl dne dk 
iqjtksj fojks/k 'kq: gks x;kA blls vyxkooknh rkdrksa dks viuh gjdrs 'kq: djus dk ,d ekSdk fey 
x;kA rjg&rjg ds dqfVy7 iz;kl fd;s tkus yxs ftldk lh/kk vlj ogka dh Hkksyh&Hkkyh turk dk 
mBkuk iM+ jgk gSA lkFk gh rduhdh lk/kuksa ij yxh cafn’kksa us vkx esa ?kh dk dke fd;k gSA 
 

ys[k dh egRork ¼Significance of Paper½ 
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 vuqPNsn 370 ls mits izHkko ,oa mlds fy, ftEesnkj dkjdksa dh igpku djus ds fy, ;g 
ys[k d’ehj lfgr  Hkkjr ds uhfr fu/kkZjdks ds fy, Qk;nsean jgsxk ftlls os izHkkoh j.kuhfr;kasa ds 
ek/;e ls d’ehj esa fodkl dh  dk;Z ;kstuk cuk ldasA lkFk gh d’ehj ds yksxksa dks Hkh Hkkjr dh 
eq[;/kkjk esa 'kkfey fd;k tk ldsaA 
 

lEcfU/kr lkfgR; dk iqujkoyksdu (Review of literature) 

 

gksldksVs ¼2018½1 ds vuqlkj d’ehj leL;k vkradokn] jkT; fgalk] ekuokf/kdkjksa dk mYy?kau 
vkSj rksM+QksM+ ds loky ls ?kfu"V :Ik ls tqM+h gqbZ gS tks nf{k.k ,f’k;k esa bfrgkl ,oa jktuhfr dh 
ijrksa ij fVdh gqbZ gSA  

 

rokjsl ¼2008½2 ds vuqlkj] d’ehj uk rks {ks=h; fookn gS vkSj uk gh /kkfeZd] ;g fookn rks 
laizHkqrk ls lacaf/kr gSA mudk ekuuk gS fd d’ehj dh turk us yksdrkaf=d O;oLFkkvksa dks NksM+ fn;k gS 
vkSj Lo;a foosd ls yMus ds fy, gfFk;jksa dh 'kfDr ds ek/;e ls vfrfjDr laLFkkxr rjhdksa dk lgkjk 
fy;k gSA mudk dguk gS fd lacaf/kr lkfgR; la;qDr jk"Vª vkSj la;qDr jkT; vesfjdk dh Hkkxhnkjh ds 
vfrfjDr vU; dkjdks tSls {kSf=; 'kfDr [k.M vkSj xSj ljdkjh laxBuksa vkfn dh Hkwfedk ij fopkj ugh 
djrk gSA og dgrs gS fd Hkkjr vkSj ikfdLrku ds chp varj&jkT; la?k"kZ ds vfrfjDr d’ehj Lo;a ds 
vf/kdkj dks ysdj d’ehfj;ksa vkSj Hkkjr ds chp ,d l’kDr la?k"kZ Hkh gSA 

cwzl xzkge ¼2008½3 us viuh iqLrd fgUnq us’uysfTe ,.M bafM;u ikWfyfVDl esa Hkkjr esa Hkkjrh; 
turk ikVhZ ds mRFkku vkSj iru ij /;ku dsfUnzr fd;k gSA mudk dguk gS fd tula?k dk ;g dguk 
fd d’ehj Hkkjr dk vfHkUu vax gS vkSj la;qDr jk"Vª dks bl fookn dks okil ys ysuk pkfg, vkSj 
tuer laxzg ds izLrko dks NksM+ nsuk pkfg, mudh tYnhckth FkhA gkykafd mudh eq[; fpUrk 
tEew&d’ehj ljdkj ds izfr viuh uhfr;ksa dks cnyus ds fy, Hkkjr ljdkj ij nokc Mkyuk FkkA  

 

mUgksus rdZ fn;k fd Hkkjr ljdkj ds fy, tuer laxzg ds izLrko dks vLohdkj djuk vlaHko 
Fkk D;ksafd Hkkjrh; lafo/kku ds vuqPNsn 370 ¼ifjf’k"V bZ½ esa izko/kku gS fd vuqPNsn 238 tks lkekU; 
:Ik ls Hkkx ch jkT;ksa ij ykxw gksrk gS tEew&d’ehj tSls jkT; ij ykxw ugh gksrk gSA 

fof/k ¼Methodology½ 

ys[kd us lekt ds fofHkUu oxksZa ftudk izR;{k vkSj vizR;{k :Ik ls d’ehj ls lEcU/k gS ds 
yksxksa ls ckr djus ds fy, vkWuykbZu ç'ukoyh ds ekè;e ls foLrr̀ loZs{k.k dj ppkZ dh] ftldk eq[; 
fo"k; èkkjk 370 ds gVus ds ckn dh ifjLFkfr dks tkuuk FkkA yxHkx 50 izfr’kr yksxksa dk ekuuk gS fd 
èkkjk 370 ds gVus ls lcls vf/kd uqdlku d’ehj ds fuokfl;ksa dks mBkuk iM+ jgk gS lkFk gh rduhdh 

                                                           

1 gksldksVs vfHkrkHk ¼2018½] fjO;w vkWQ fyVjspj vkWu dkWUkfQfyDV bu d’ehj] vflfeVªh bu okj] dkWUkfQfyDV 
fjlksyw’ku ,.M vkeZM+ QkslZal~ bu Vªkuft’ku] baVjus’kuy tuZy vkWQ fjlpZ bu baftfu;fjax ,.M lksf’;y 
lkabZal] okY;we 8 b’;w 5 ist 74&80 

2 Rokjsl vkj ¼2008½] fjlskWyfoax n d’ehj dkWufQYDV] ikfdLrku] bf.M;k] d’ehjhl~ ,.M fjfyft;l fefyVsaV] 
,f’k;u tuZy vkWQ ikWfyVhdy lkbaZl] 11¼3½] ist 276&302 

3 cwzl Mh xzkge ¼2008½ fgUnq us’uysfTe ,.M bafM;u ikWfyfVDl% n vksfjtu ,.M MoyiesaV vkWQ  Hkkjrh; tu 
la?k] dSfEczt lkmFk ,f’k;u LVsMht] lhjht u- 47 fnlEcj 2007 
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lk/kuksa ds iz;ksx us vke vkneh rd igqap vklku dj nh gS ftldk izHkko foxr dbZ o"kksZ ls d’ehj es 
ns[kus dks fey jgk gSA  

fu"d"kZ (Conclusion) 

mijksDr foospu ds vk//kj ij dgk tk ldrk gS fd d’ehj ds fuokfl;ksa ij /kkjk 370 dk 
fefJr izHkko iM+k gSS ,oa rduhdh lk/kuksa ds iz;ksx us vke vkneh rd igq¡p dh fLFkfr dks vksj c<k 
fn;k gSA ftlls dgha Hkh fdlh Hkh O;fDr rd igqapuk vklku gks x;k gS ftldk vPNk o cqjk nksuksa 
rjg dk izHkko lkeus vk;k gSA  

xzaFk lwph ¼References½ 

1- gksldksVs vfHkrkHk ¼2018½] fjO;w vkWQ fyVjspj vkWu dkWUkfQfyDV bu d’ehj] vflfeVªh bu 
okj] dkWUkfQfyDV fjlksyw’ku ,.M vkeZM+ QkslZal~ bu Vªkuft’ku] baVjus’kuy tuZy vkWQ 
fjlpZ bu baftfu;fjax ,.M lksf’;y lkabZal] okY;we 8 b’;w 5 ist 74&80 

2- 'ks[kkor ,l ¼2009½] Qzstkby d’ehj] dksLVl~ ,.M gksIl~ QkWj ihl] tuZy vkWQ vYVjusfVo 
ilZiSfDVo bu n lksf’;y lkabZl] okY;we 1¼3½] ist 976&981 

3- ;qlqQ ,e- ,.M ute ,- ¼2009½% d’ehj% jkbi QWkj fjlksyw’ku] FkMZ oYMZ DokVjyh] okY;we 

30¼8½] ist 1503&1528. 

4- jk?kou ,l ¼2009½] , dksjflo Vªkb,axy] bf.M;k] ikfdLrku ,.M n ;wukbZVsM LVsV] ,.M n 
Økblsl vkWQ 2001&2002] fMQsUl LVsMh 9¼2½] ist 242&260 

5- oS’; oh ¼2011½] usxksf’;sfVax n bf.M;k&ikfdLrku bu fjys’ku Vw d’ehj] b.Vjus’ky tuZy 

vkWu oYMZ ihl] okY;we. XXViII u. 3, ist 53&80 

6- Rokjsl vkj ¼2008½] fjlskWyfoax n d’ehj dkWufQYDV] ikfdLrku] bf.M;k] d’ehjhl~ ,.M 
fjfyft;l fefyVsaV] ,f’k;u tuZy vkWQ ikWfyVhdy lkbaZl] 11¼3½] ist 276&302 

7- cwzl Mh xzkge ¼2008½ fgUnq us’uysfTe ,.M bafM;u ikWfyfVDl% n vksfjtu ,.M MoyiesaV 
vkWQ  Hkkjrh; tu la?k] dSfEczt lkmFk ,f’k;u LVsMht] lhjht u- 47 fnlEcj 2007 

8- fjfLiu csV~l ¼2007½% lcvyVuZ ,aM jkt lkmFk ,f’k;k flUl 1600] jkmryst] Vsyj ,aM 
Qzkafll xzqi] yanu 

9- gchcqYyk MCY;w ¼2004½] n ikWfyfVdy bdkukWeh] vkiWjpwusVhl~ QkWj bdkWukfed ihl fcYMhax 
,.M QkWj ;w,l iksfylh] ;w,l bUlVhV~;wV vkWQ ihl] okf’akxVu Mhlh 

10- gweu isekuh ¼2000½% U;wfdY;j izksfyQjs’ku bu n bafM;u lcdkWfUVusUV% n lsYQ&,XtkWfLVax 
lqijikWoj ,.M beftZx vykbal] ih-,l- baVjus’kuy] izhxj ifCy’klZ bad] vxLr 2000 

;w,l  

11- >k izse’kadj ¼1996½] d’ehj 1947% jkboy ot+Zu vkWQ fgLVªh] vks;wih bf.M;k 

12- 'kkWfQYM foDVksfj;k ¼1996½] d’ehj bu dkWufQYDV] bf.M;k] ikfdLrku ,.M n vu,UMhax 
okj] yanu  

13- foflZax jkcVZ th- ¼1994½] bf.M;k] ikfdLrku ,.M n d’ehj fMLI;wV% vkWu jht+uy 
dksufQYDV ,.M bV~l fjlksyw’ku] lsaV ekfVZu izsl] U;w;kdZ 

14- ySEc ,ysLVs;j ¼1991½] d’ehj% , fMLI;wVsM fyxslh 1984&1990] jksDlQksMZ cqDl] bf.M;k 



Gurukul International Multidisciplinary 
Research Journal (GIMRJ)with 

International Impact Factor 6.222 

Peer Reviewed Journal 
 

 

Page 12 

ISSN No. 2394-8426 

Apr-2022 

Issue–I(II), Volume–X 

Quarterly Journal         Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 
Indexed JournalReferred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/ 
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Abstract:   

Oxazolones are five membered heterocyclic entity containing oxygen and Nitrogen. It is 

important synthons for the synthesis of various biologically active compounds and is an 

important pharmcophore of synthesized drugs. Oxazolone is being synthesized in many ways 

since1883. It shows marked pharmacological activity such as: antimicrobial, antifungal, anti-

diabetic, anti-cancer, and anti-inflammatory. In present article we review the mechanism of 

oxazolone formation, its chemistry, diversity oriented synthesis of oxazolone. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In the field of Medicinal chemistry, the family of heterocyclic compounds containing Nitrogen, 

sulphur and oxygen as hetero atoms in five and six membered ring structure plays an important 

role. Oxazolone are one of those five membered heterocyclic compounds which are in three 

isomeric forms, one according to the location of the carbonyl group and two according to the 

location of double bond containing.[1, 2] 

 

Oxazolones are important intermediate for the synthesis of several compounds such as amino 

Alcohols, amides
1
, amino acids

2-3
 dyes

3-4
, heterocyclic precursors, biological active compounds 

as well as biosensors coupling and photosensitive composition devices for proteins.  Oxazolone is 

crucial for the manufacturing of various biologically active drugs. 6-β-Naltrexol is the major 

active metabolite of naltrexone, a potent μ-opioid receptor antagonist used in the treatment of 

alcohol dependence and opioid abuse. Chemical structure of the carbonate co drug, CB-NTXOL-

BUPOH, consisting of 6-β-naltrexol covalently linked by carbonate ester linkage to modified 

form of hydroxybupropion (bupropion with oxazolone)
5
.Posizolid is an oxazolidinone antibiotic 

effective against phase 2 Tuberculosis is under investigation
6
, Deflazacort, contains oxazolone 

scaffold derived from prednisone, has anti-inflammatory and immunosuppressive effects
7
, ZHD-

0501, is a metabolite of staurosporine(STA) an along with an oxazolone scaffold which inhibit 

the proliferation of several human and murine cancer cell lines
8
. 

Preparation of 2-(3-bromophenyl)-4-(4-methoxybenzylidene)-5-oxazolone. 

Method: 4-Methoxy benzalehyde and 3-bromobenzozylgylcine were taken in equimolar 

(0.05mol) proportion and dissolved in acetic anhydride. To this solution, added 4.1gms of 

anhydrous sodium acetate. The reaction mixture was refluxed for two hours and kept overnight. 
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The crystalline solid formed was washed with water-ethanol mixture and recrystallized from 

ethanol.  

Yield: 60%            Melting point: 115°C  

Reaction: 

 

                (1a) 

Properties and Constitution of the Compound (1a) 

1.  It is an yellow crystalline solid having melting point 115°C 

2. It decolorized alkaline KMnO4 indicating HC=C linkage.  

3. It gave positive test for nitrogen.  

4.   With 1%  solution of m–dinitrobenzene, it  gave  red colour on  addition  of  dilute  

NaOH  solution  indicating  presence  of  carbonyl  group (C=O). 

5.    From analytical data, the molecular formula of the compound was found to  be 

C17H12NO3Br, molecular weight 358.19.   

 

Experiment No. Compound Melting point Yield 

1. 1a 115°C 60% 

 
6.   The IR spectrum

335-337
 of the compound (1a) (Spectrum No. 1) showed the  following main absorption bands.  

Absorption Observed (cm
-1

) Assignment Literature Value (cm
-1

) 

3164 Ar–C–H str  3100-3000 

1638 C=O str  1850-1630 

1537 C=N str 1600-1500 

1250 C–N str 1360-1200 

692 C–Br str 800-600 

 

7.   The 
1
HNMR spectrum

335-337
 of the compound (1a) (Spectrum No. 2) showed the chemical 

shifts which can be correlated as given below. 

Chemical  Shifts () Multiplicity Assignment 

8.17-8.05 d 2H, Ar–H 

7.89-7.88 d 2H, Ar–H 

7.85-7.83 d 1H, Ar–H 

7.62-7.60 d 2H, Ar–H 
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7.29 s 1H, Ph–CH 

6.94-6.93 t 1H, Ar–H 

3.88 s 3H, Ar–OCH3 

 

8.  Elemental Analysis for C17H12NO3Br (358.19) 

Element (%) C H N Br 

Calculated 57.01 3.38 3.91 22.31 

Found 56.90 3.30 3.88 22.20 
  On the basis of chemical properties, elemental  and  spectral  analysis  of  the compound 1a was  assigned  the  structure  

as 2-(3-bromophenyl)-4-(4-methoxybenzylidene)-5-oxazolone. 

 

            (1a) 

 

SPECTRUM NO. 1 
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SPECTRUM NO. 2 
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Abstract 

The institution of slavery in the Safavid, Ottoman, and Mughal empires was integral to their 

socio-economic, political, and cultural frameworks, shaped by Islāmic jurisprudence and regional 

imperatives. Despite shared Turko-Mongolian heritage and agrarian economies, these empires 

developed distinct approaches to slavery, reflecting unique administrative, military, and cultural 

priorities. This paper employs a descriptive and analytical methodology, supplemented by a 

hermeneutical approach to Persian texts, to examine the structural and functional characteristics 

of slavery in each empire. It further contextualizes slavery within medieval Indian history, 

particularly under the Mughals, highlighting its evolution and significance. Drawing on primary 

and secondary sources, this study elucidates how slavery facilitated imperial consolidation, 

economic productivity, and cultural exchange while perpetuating exploitation and social 

hierarchies. 

Keywords: Slavery, Safavid, Ottaman, Mughals, Islām, Ghulam 

Introduction 

Slavery, a pervasive institution across civilizations, was neither explicitly sanctioned nor 

condemned in the Holy Qur’an, enabling its widespread practice in Islāmic societies 

(Stringfellow, 1861). The Safavid (1501–1736), Ottoman (1299–1922), and Mughal (1526–1857) 

empires, renowned for their cultural and artistic achievements, relied on slavery to sustain 

military, administrative, and economic systems. United by Turko-Mongolian heritage and 

agrarian economies, these empires adopted distinct approaches to slavery, reflecting localized 

strategies (Blake, 2013, pp. 21–22). Despite extensive scholarship on imperial lifestyles and 

architecture, slavery has received limited attention, particularly in the Mughal context (Wink, 

2004). This paper analyzes the distinctive features of slavery in these empires, employing a 

descriptive and analytical methodology with a hermeneutical approach to Persian texts, and 

situates the institution within medieval Indian history to illuminate its multifaceted roles and 

impacts. 

Scholarship on slavery in Islāmic empires reveals its economic primacy. Yarbrough (2019) 

explores non-Muslim slaves administrative roles. Muller concludes slavery's history as economic. 

Ferguson and Toledano highlight Ottoman legal constraints. Sylvester's Almanac traces slavery 
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from Mesopotamia, emphasizing commercial value. Stringfellow contextualizes biblical slavery, 

paralleling Islāmic acceptance. Tocqueville critiques slavery's incompatibility with liberty, 

resonating with Mughal dynamics. Broader works like Eltis and Engerman (2011) survey slavery 

1420–1804. Eaton (2006) examines military slavery in Deccan. Lydon and Hall (2016) excavate 

Arabic sources. Wink (2004) details Indo-Islāmic slavery. These studies challenge monolithic 

views, emphasizing agency and hierarchies. Tocqueville's Writings on Empire and Slavery 

(2001) critiques slavery as corrupting democratic virtues, advocating gradual emancipation. 

Though focused on 19th-century contexts, his views on empire's moral burdens parallel Islāmic 

empires' reliance on slavery for prestige, highlighting tensions between liberty and servitude. 

Modern scholarship emphasizes slavery as both an economic system (Muller, 1990) and a 

political-social institution shaping identity and hierarchy. Studies of naming practices, 

manumission, and household integration complicate one-dimensional portrayals of slavery as 

permanent bondage (Yarbrough, 2019). Gendered dimensions, particularly the role of women 

and eunuchs, are gaining renewed attention. Comparative approaches underline similarities 

between the Safavids, Ottomans, and Mughals in relying on slave elites, while also highlighting 

distinctive dynamics shaped by regional economies and cultural milieus. Slavery in Islamic and 

South Asian history presents a complex institution shaped by religious traditions, imperial 

expansion, and socio-economic needs. While the Quran and early Islamic texts did not abolish 

slavery, they emphasized humane treatment and the virtues of manumission. Nonetheless, slavery 

persisted as a normalized practice within the Abrahamic tradition across Judaism, Christianity, 

and Islam (Stringfellow, 1856; Sylvester, 2003). 

This study adopts a descriptive and analytical approach grounded in historical facts and events, 

as outlined in the provided context. A hermeneutical method is employed to interpret Persian 

terms such as Maal-e-Ghanimat (war booty) and chelas (slave soldiers), ensuring accurate 

contextualization within Islāmic and regional frameworks. Primary sources, including legal texts 

like the Fatawa-e-Alamgiri, and secondary sources, such as works by Blake (2013), Wink 

(2004), and Yarbrough (2019), inform the analysis. Comparative and historical methods are used 

to elucidate similarities and differences across the empires and to trace the evolution of slavery in 

medieval India. 

Slavery in the Safavid Empire 

Under Shah Abbas I (r. 1587–1629), the Safavid Empire utilized slavery to consolidate 

centralized authority. The Safavids institutionalized a household military of slaves, recruited 

largely from Circassian, Armenian, and Georgian populations forcibly converted to Shi‘ism. 

These ghulams became central to the empire’s military-administrative structure, displacing the 

Qizilbash tribal elite and often rising to high office. Enslaved individuals, primarily Armenians, 

Georgians, and Circassians, were converted to Shīʻite Islām and integrated into the imperial 

household and military (Blake, 2013, pp. 21–22). These slaves, forming loyal armed units, were 

distinct from the Qizilbash tribesmen, who transitioned from nomadic lifestyles to imperial 

service. Upon entering the Safavid court, many slaves were converted to Shīʻa Islām, facilitating 

their integration into Persian society. Slaves could gain social prominence, especially if they 

became trusted courtiers or military commanders, though most remained in servile positions. The 
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Safavid system facilitated significant social mobility, with some slaves ascending to high-ranking 

administrative positions by the end of Shah Abbas’s reign. This strategic use of slavery mitigated 

tribal fragmentation, fostering loyalty to the Shah and promoting cultural integration through the 

influx of diverse enslaved populations. The emphasis on religious conversion and personal 

allegiance distinguished the Safavid approach, prioritizing centralized control over rigid 

hierarchies. The Safavid royal court maintained a large and influential slave population, 

especially within the harem, which housed thousands of female slaves who served as concubines, 

entertainers, or domestics. Eunuchs, often from Caucasian origins, played critical roles in court 

management and harem supervision. The use of slave concubines was a strategic measure to 

ensure royal lineage without empowering rival noble families. (Blake, 2013, pp. 24–25). 

Slavery in the Ottoman Empire 

The Ottoman Empire developed a highly institutionalized system of slavery, characterized by a 

dichotomy between elite and non-elite slaves. The devshirme system (forced conscription), which 

levied Christian youths from the Balkans, produced elite slaves trained as Janissaries or 

administrators, who wielded considerable influence within the imperial bureaucracy. These 

Slaves eventually became the elite ruling class, politically loyal only to the Sult̤ān. (Eltis & 

Engerman, 2011). Non-elite slaves performed domestic, agricultural, or manual labor, with 

owners retaining extensive rights over their labor, property, and sexuality under Ottoman legal 

codes (Ferguson & Toledano, cited in context). The legal framework, rooted in Islāmic 

jurisprudence, regulated slave treatment while enforcing stringent control, particularly over non-

elite slaves. The Ottoman system’s institutional rigor and hierarchical categorization enabled it to 

harness slavery for political, military, and economic ends, balancing exploitation with 

opportunities for social ascent through manumission and integration. 

Slavery in Medieval India: The Mughal Empire 

Slavery in medieval India predated the Mughals, evolving under the Delhi Sultanate. The 

Mamluk Dynasty (1206–1290), founded by Qutb al-Dīn  Aibak, a Turkic slave, exemplified 

slave rulers establishing empires and architectural legacies. With its decline, figures like Malik 

Amber, an Ethiopian slave rose in the Deccan, challenging Mughals. The Tughlaq Dynasty 

(1320–1414) employed vast numbers: 12,000 under Muḥammad bin Tughlaq and 180,000 under 

Firoz Shah, in manufacturing and warfare. The Bahmani Empire held 70,000 slaves, including 

Vijayanagara captives. In the Mughal Empire, slavery was a versatile institution encompassing 

military, domestic, and agricultural roles, shaped by Islāmic legal traditions and regional 

dynamics. Military slaves, or ghulams, were often war captives or purchased individuals trained 

as soldiers or administrators, frequently achieving elite status (Moreland, 1920). Emperor Akbar 

(r. 1556–1605) employed chelas (slave soldiers) as key components of the infantry, highlighting 

their strategic importance (Moreland, 1920). Domestic slaves performed menial tasks, while 

female slaves and eunuchs navigated complex roles within royal households, occasionally 

wielding influence (Wink, 2004). The Fatawa-e-Alamgiri (ca. 1660s), compiled under 

Aurangzeb, codified regulations on ownership, marriage, and treatment, yet exploitation 

persisted, reflecting tensions between legal prescriptions and practical realities (Wink, 2004). 
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Mughal participation in Central Asian slave trades and military campaigns facilitated mass 

enslavement, integrating India into trans-regional networks and fostering cultural exchange. 

Comparative Analysis 

Despite shared Turko-Mongolian heritage and agrarian economies, the Safavid, Ottoman, and 

Mughal empires exhibited distinct approaches to slavery: 

Safavid Empire: Prioritized loyalty and Shīʻite conversion, integrating slaves into the imperial 

household and military to strengthen centralized rule. Social mobility was notable, with slaves 

ascending to significant posts, reflecting a focus on personal allegiance over rigid hierarchies. 

Ottoman Empire: Institutionalized slavery through the devshirme system and legal frameworks, 

creating a binary elite/non-elite structure. Elite slaves held substantial power, while non-elite 

slaves faced stringent control, embedding slavery within a regulated socio-political order. 

Mughal Empire: Adopted a flexible, pragmatic approach, with slaves serving in diverse roles 

across military, domestic, and agricultural spheres. The interchangeability of slave and freeman 

roles, as noted by Moreland (1920), highlights a utilitarian system prioritizing adaptability. 

These variations reflect differing imperial priorities of Safavid centralization, Ottoman 

institutionalization, and Mughal flexibility. The influx of enslaved populations facilitated cultural 

syncretism, as slaves introduced diverse traditions, enriching the cultural fabric of each empire. 

However, slavery perpetuated exploitation, with most enslaved individuals confined within 

hierarchies marked by subjugation, despite instances. 

 

Feature Safavid Empire Ottoman Empire Mughal Empire 

Slave Origins 
Caucasus, East Africa, 
India 

Balkans, Caucasus, 
Africa, Europe 

Central Asia, Africa, War 
captives 

Military Slavery 
Golams (Caucasian slave 
soldiers) 

Janissaries (Christian 
boys, devshirme) 

Ghulams (military slaves) 

Court and Harem 
Slaves 

Large harems, eunuchs, 
concubines 

Extensive harems, 
eunuchs, officials 

Domestic slaves, 
concubines 

Conversion 
Policies 

Conversion to Shīʻa 
Islām common 

Conversion to Islām led to 
manumission 

Manumission regulated, 
conversion respected 

Social Mobility 
Limited but elite slave 
class 

High social mobility 
(Janissaries, officials) 

Moderate social mobility 
for skilled slaves 

Economic Role 
Court service, military, 

royal economy 

Domestic labor, military, 

agriculture 

Domestic service, 

agriculture, military roles 

Unique Practices 
Slave soldiers with 

administrative roles 

Devshirme child levy 

system 

Flexible slave categories 

with skilled roles 

Conclusion 

Slavery in the Safavid, Ottoman, and Mughal empires was dynamic, shaped by jurisprudence and 

needs. Safavids focused on loyalty, Ottomans on institutions, Mughals on flexibility. In medieval 
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India, it evolved from Mamluk political power to Mughal integration. This legacy underscores 

slavery's role in history, urging reflection on human rights. Slavery in the medieval Islāmic world 

was a multifaceted institution adapted by empires to meet military, political, economic, and 

social needs. The Safavid model emphasized Caucasian military slaves integrated into court and 

military; the Ottoman system developed an institutionalized and highly bureaucratic slavery 

including the devshirme; while the Mughal Empire combined traditional Islāmic slavery with 

local socio-economic practices allowing some mobility. Each empire’s slavery system reflected 

imperial priorities and regional specificities while operating under the broad canopy of Islāmic 

legal and cultural norms. The history of slavery under the Islāmic empires and in Mughal India 

was deeply embedded in religious jurisprudence, imperial exigencies, and economic systems. 

While Islāmic law provided avenues for manumission, the historical reality remained one of 

subjugation and exploitation. The Mughal case, in particular, illustrates the entanglement of 

slavery with broader forms of bonded labor and caste hierarchies, situating South Asian slavery 

within its own distinctive socio-political landscape. Future research should explore gendered and 

ethnic dimensions. 
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