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Abstract 
This paper explores the educational vision of Veer Savarkar and its impact on India's education system. Through a 

systematic literature review, we analyze the key themes of Savarkar's vision, including physical education, 

vocational training, and the development of a strong national character. We discuss how his ideas have influenced 

curriculum development and teaching practices in schools across India. Furthermore, we examine the relevance of 

Savarkar's educational vision in addressing the challenges faced by the current education system, such as the need 

for practical skills and a sense of national identity. By highlighting the lasting impact of his vision, we emphasize the 

potential for his ideas to guide future educational reforms. This study provides valuable insights into the educational 

philosophy of Veer Savarkar and its significance in shaping India's education system. 

Keywords: Veer Savarkar, Educational Vision, and National Identity. 

Introduction 

Veer Savarkar was a multifaceted personality who played a crucial role in India's struggle 

for independence. He was not only a political leader but also a visionary who believed that 

education was the key to building a strong and prosperous nation. His educational philosophy 

emphasized the need to create an education system that could nurture individuals who would 

contribute to the progress of society (Sadafule & Shesh, 2020).Savarkar believed that education 

should not only impart knowledge but also instill values, morals, and ethics in students. He 

emphasized the importance of developing a strong national character and instilling a sense of 

patriotism among students. He believed that a strong education system could produce individuals 

who were not only knowledgeable but also could think critically and innovatively. Savarkar's 

educational vision was based on the concept of holistic education, which emphasized the 

development of the mind, body, and spirit (Thaker, 2018). One of the unique aspects of 

Savarkar's educational vision was his emphasis on physical education and sports. He believed 

that physical education and sports could help build discipline, teamwork, and leadership qualities 

among students. He also believed that physical education could contribute to the overall 

development of the individual and prepare them for the challenges of life (Chandwani, 2021). 

Savarkar also emphasized the importance of vocational education. He believed that vocational 

education could equip students with practical skills and prepare them for the workforce. He 

advocated for a system of education that was not only focused on academic excellence but also 

on preparing students for their future careers (Team, 2022). From the various available literature, 

it has been reflected that Veer Savarkar's educational vision was focused on building a strong and 

prosperous nation through education. His ideas on holistic education, physical education, sports, 

and vocational education were ahead of their time and have had a lasting impact on India's 
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education system. His emphasis on developing a strong national character, instilling a sense of 

patriotism, and preparing students for their future careers remains relevant even in modern times. 

Therefore, it is important to continue studying and analyzing Savarkar's educational philosophy 

to understand its impact on Indian education. Veer Savarkar was an Indian nationalist, 

philosopher, and writer who played a significant role in India's struggle for independence from 

British colonial rule. His contributions to Indian politics, history, and culture have been well-

documented, and his educational vision played a key role in shaping India's educational system. 

This research article will explore Veer Savarkar's educational vision, its impact on Indian 

education, and its relevance in modern-day India. 

Previous Research 

Veer Savarkar's educational vision has had a significant impact on India's education 

system and society. To understand the extent of this impact, a systematic literature review was 

conducted to identify and synthesize relevant literature on Savarkar's educational vision. A 

systematic search of online databases, including Google Scholar, JSTOR, and ProQuest, was 

conducted to identify articles, books, and other publications related to Savarkar's educational 

vision. The search was limited to articles published in English and within the last 10 years. The 

following search terms were used: "Veer Savarkar," "education," "educational vision," 

"curriculum," "patriotism," "national character," and "India." A total of 20 articles were found 

relevant to the study. The literature review identified several key themes related to Savarkar's 

educational vision. These themes included physical education and sports, vocational education, 

national character and patriotism, and the relevance of his vision in modern-day India. 

From the review of related studies and literature, it has been found that Savarkar 

emphasized the importance of physical education and sports as a means of promoting fitness and 

instilling discipline among students. Moreover, it has been well known that the positive impact of 

physical education and sports is on academic performance, mental health, and overall well-being 

(Carlson et al., 2008). Veer Savarkar also emphasized the importance of vocational education as 

a means of preparing students for the workforce. This approach to education was seen as a 

departure from the traditional focus on academic subjects and has been credited with contributing 

to India's economic growth. Furthermore, national character and patriotism were other key 

themes in Savarkar's educational vision (Insights, 2020). He believed that education should instill 

a sense of pride in one's country and culture, which could help promote national unity and social 

cohesion. Several studies have highlighted the role of patriotism and national identity in 

promoting social harmony and civic engagement (Richey, 2011). The relevance of Savarkar's 

educational vision in modern-day India was also explored in the literature review. Several 

authors have noted the challenges faced by India's education system, including a lack of 

innovation, outdated teaching methods, and a mismatch between education and the needs of the 

workforce (Singh, 2016); (Solanki, 2019). Savarkar's vision for an education system that fosters 

critical thinking, creativity, and practical skills remains relevant today. 

The literature review highlights the significant impact of Veer Savarkar's educational 

vision on India's education system and society. The review identified several key themes related 

to his vision, including physical education and sports, vocational education, national character 
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and patriotism, and the relevance of his vision in modern-day India. The review highlights the 

ongoing relevance of Savarkar's educational vision and its potential to guide the development of 

India's education system in the future. As a result, it is critical to continue studying and analyzing 

Savarkar's educational theory to comprehend its impact on Indian education. To study 

comprehensively the educational vision of Veer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, the following 

research question had framed. 

Research Questions 

1. What is the educational vision of Veer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar for building a nation? 

2. What is the Impact of the Educational Vision of Veer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar on the 

Indian Educational System and Society? 

3. What is the relevance of the educational vision of Veer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar in the 

modern educational context? 

Veer Savarkar's Holistic Educational Vision for Nation-Building 

Veer Savarkar's educational vision was centered on building a strong and prosperous 

nation through education (Wolf, 2010). He believed that education should not only impart 

knowledge but also instill values, morals, and ethics in students. Savarkar's emphasis on creating 

an education system that could produce individuals who would contribute to the progress of 

society (Sadafule & Shesh, 2020).Savarkar believed that education should aim at the overall 

development of the individual, including the development of the mind, body, and spirit. He 

emphasized the importance of holistic education, which would prepare students to face the 

challenges of life and enable them to lead successful and fulfilling lives (Sadafule & Shesh, 

2021). 

One of the unique aspects of Savarkar's educational vision was his emphasis on physical 

education and sports. He believed that physical education and sports could help build discipline, 

teamwork, and leadership qualities among students. He also believed that physical education 

could contribute to the overall development of the individual and prepare them for the challenges 

of life (Sampath, 2017). Savarkar believed that education should also prepare students for their 

future careers. He advocated for vocational education, which could equip students with practical 

skills and prepare them for the workforce (Chandwani, 2021). Savarkar's educational philosophy 

emphasized the need to balance academic excellence with practical skills. Furthermore, Savarkar 

believed that education should instill a sense of patriotism and national character among students. 

He believed that a strong education system could produce individuals who were not only 

knowledgeable but also could think critically and innovatively for the betterment of the nation 

(Thaker, 2018). Veer Savarkar's educational vision was focused on creating an education system 

that could produce individuals who would contribute to the progress of society. His emphasis on 

holistic education, physical education and sports, vocational education, and instilling a sense of 

patriotism and national character among students remain relevant even in modern times. 

 

The Enduring Impact of Veer Savarkar's Educational Vision on India's Society and 

Education System 
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Savarkar's educational vision had a profound impact on the Indian education system and 

society. According to Sampath (2017), Savarkar's emphasis on physical education and sports 

helped create a culture of fitness and athleticism in India. This emphasis on physical fitness and 

sports is reflected in the inclusion of sports and physical education in the curriculum of many 

schools across India. Furthermore, vocational education, which was advocated by Savarkar, 

helped create a skilled workforce that was better equipped to contribute to India's economic 

growth (Team, 2022). Savarkar's emphasis on instilling a sense of patriotism and national 

character also had a significant impact on Indian society. His ideas on nationalism and patriotism 

were reflected in the textbooks and teaching materials used in schools, which helped create a 

sense of national identity among students. Furthermore, his emphasis on critical thinking and 

innovation helped create a generation of individuals who were not only knowledgeable but also 

could think critically and contribute to the progress of society (Sampath, 2018). In addition to 

that it has been observed that Savarkar's educational vision had a significant impact on India's 

educational system and society. His emphasis on physical education, sports, vocational 

education, and instilling a sense of patriotism and national character among students contributed 

to the overall development of individuals and the progress of society. 

Continuing Relevance of Veer Savarkar's Educational Vision in India's Evolving Education 

Landscape 

Savarkar's educational vision continues to be relevant in modern-day India, as the Indian 

education system faces numerous challenges. The system is often criticized for its lack of 

innovation and outdated teaching methods, which do not prepare students for the modern 

workforce (Thought Chakra, 2023). Furthermore, there is a mismatch between education and the 

needs of the workforce, leading to a shortage of skilled workers in various fields (Sethi, 2017). 

Savarkar's emphasis on critical thinking and practical skills remains relevant today. According to 

a newspaper article published in the times of India, savarkar’s vision promotes a system that 

emphasizes practical skills and creativity, rather than rote learning (Chandwani, 2021). This 

approach is particularly relevant in today's rapidly changing world, where individuals must be 

equipped with the skills necessary to adapt to new situations and solve complex problems 

(Joynes & Rossignoli, 2019). Furthermore, Savarkar's emphasis on national character and 

patriotism remains relevant in modern-day India. In an era of globalization, it is important to 

maintain a sense of national identity and pride, which can be achieved through education (Ariely, 

2019). Savarkar's vision of an education system that fosters a sense of patriotism and national 

character remains as relevant today as it was during his time. Savarkar's educational vision 

continues to be relevant in modern-day India. His emphasis on practical skills, critical thinking, 

and a sense of national identity remains important in today's rapidly changing world. 

Concluding Remarks 

Veer Savarkar's educational vision has had a significant impact on India's education 

system and society. His ideas on physical education, sports, and vocational education were 

integrated into the curriculum of many schools across India, leading to the creation of a more 

practical and relevant education system. Savarkar's emphasis on building a strong national 

character and instilling a sense of patriotism has also resonated with many Indians, with his ideas 
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continuing to shape the national narrative today (Damle, 2003). Moreover, Savarkar's educational 

vision continues to be relevant in modern-day India. The challenges faced by India's education 

system, such as the lack of innovation and a mismatch between education and the needs of the 

workforce, highlight the need for an education system that fosters critical thinking, creativity, and 

practical skills. Savarkar's vision for such an education system is as relevant today as it was 

during his time. Savarkar's educational vision has had a lasting impact on India's education 

system and society, and its relevance continues to be felt today. As India's education system 

continues to evolve, the principles outlined by Savarkar can continue to guide its development 

and create a brighter future for all Indians. 
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VEER SAVARKAR: A NATIONALIST 
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ABSTRACT 

A HISTORIC JUMP from the commercial ship Morea on the French sea on 8
th

 July 

1910, proved a milestone of freedom struggle to protest against the British. This JUMP 

made sawarkar an international figure to rebel against the British. His worldfamous poem 

‘Sagara Pran Talmalala’ reveals his patriotic urge to visit Indian territory. His activities in 

London to support the young revolutionists, his book 1857 Ek Swatantrya Samar, his Ahinav 

Bharat Society and his published books advocating complete Indian independence by 

revolutionary means, all that made him a great freedom fighter of India during the British 

rule.  

His political idealogy was based on ‘Hindutv’. The days spent in Andman jail were 

unforgettable as they were really the dark days for Savarkar. He was highly tortured and 

troubled by the British when he was undergoing the sentence of life twice.  

His help for Anant Kanhere to assassinate the British officer, Jackson, and his help 

to Madanlal Dhingra to assassinate the British official Curzon-Wylie proved him a great 

revolutionist and activist.  

His life after Independence was also not so safe and sound. He was ever charged and 

alleged falsely in Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination case, and he was also arrested for 

delivering ‘Hindu Nationalist Speeches’.  

After his death, there was no official mourning by the then Congress party 

government of Maharashtra or at the centre. No minister of Maharashtra Cabinet showed 

up to pay homage to Savarkar. 

The political indifference to Savarkar had been continued also after his 

death…..even today….! 

We must SALUTE to this great Indian Freedom-fighter…..Vinayak Damodar 

Sawarkar. 

 

 

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar (28 May 1883 – 26 February 1966), 

A Historic Jump of Vinayak Damodar Savarkar from the commercial ship Morea on 

the French sea on 8
th

 July 1910, proved a milestone of freedom struggle to protest against 

the British. This Jump made Sawarkar an international figure to rebel against the British. 

His world-famous poem ‘Sagara Pran Talmalala’ revealed his patriotic urge to visit India at 

the earliest.  

Sawarkar was a revolutionary figure during the British rule in India. He fought against the 

British to make India Free. His was a leading role in the revolutionary activities as he was a true 
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nationalist and freedom fighter of India. He supported the revolutionary youth of India to work 

against the British to free India.  

His political views were based on ‘Hindutva’ which he strongly put fourth from his 

speeches before the Indian society. He joined Hindu Mahasabha to create collective “Hindu” 

identity as an essence of Bharat that is India. 

Savarkar began his political activities as a high school student and continued to do so at 

Fergusson College, Pune. He and his brother founded a secret society called Abhinav Bharat. 

When he went to the United Kingdom for his law studies, he involved himself with organizations 

such as India House  and the Free India Society.  He also published books for complete Indian 

independence by revolutionary means.  

One of the books 1857 ka Swantrya Samar  is not simply a historical book but a history 

itself. Savarkar termed the event as a Samar, a war against the British to free India from their 

rule. He deliberately used this term because the 1857 event was treated as a Band, that is rebel 

against the British by the Indians by contemporary historians. Instead of  the term ‘rebel’, he 

stressed it as Samar and we feel that he proved it through his book.  This outlook of Savarkar 

proved his National identity. As the book was written against the British, it was totally banned. 

His autobiography,  Majhi Janmathep ("My Life-term") reveals his dark experience in Andaman 

prison. 

 When Savarkar was a sure that he would be arrested any time as the activities of Abinav 

Bharat were suspicious from the British point of view. He was in London, too far from his 

motherland. His spontaneous feelings towards the motherland and the people of India made him 

to create a heart-touching poem that overflowed the eyes of all who read it… 

Ne majsi ne part matrubhumila  

Sagara pran talmalala….. 

Sawarkar addresses to the expanded sea (up to India…) that…. 

       You are the only mediator between me and my motherland as you touch and clean 

the sacred feet of my motherland every moment. Now I am so restless to meet my mother India 

that you only can extend my feelings to Her. I am unable to touch her feet now as I am too far to 

do it.  

His inner urge to meet India is expressed through this poem. His national spirit and patriotism, 

his restlessness to complete his mission to free India, his helplessness to support his fellow 

activists, his parting from his home and hearth…all that reveal his  attachment those who assist 

and contribute for his great Mission. 

Sawarkar composed an Ode to praise the great King Maratha Empire Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 

who regained a Hindu Spirit among the people of India by re-establishing a Hindu State in 

Maharashtra… 

….he hindu Nrusinha prabho Shivaji Raja    

In another Ode, Sawarkar sublimes the great contribution of Shivahi Maharaj who ignited the 

minds of Indians to think of creating Hindu Rashtra i.e. BHARAT. So he address Chatrapti 

Shivaji Maharaj that …..  

Kari hindurashtra he tuten vandana… 
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(करी िहंदुरा
�  हे तूत� वंदना...) 
(you are being worshipped by the entire Hindu Nation….) 

The concept of ‘Swatantrata’ is addressed as a God, Sawarkar wrote a poem to praise this God to 

create patriotic feeling among the youth of the country to contribute wholeheartedly for the 

mission of making India FREE from the British rule. 

Jayostute shri mahanmangale   

shvaspade subhade swantrate bhagwati  

twamahanm yashoyutamn vande…. 

In 1909, Sawarkar’s elder brother shri Ganesh Sawarkar was sentenced for life, and his younger 

brothe Narayan Sawarkar was also arrested. His fellow activists and friends were also arrested. It 

was communicated to Veer Sawarkar in England by his brother’s wife Yesu. In reply, Sawarkar 

wrote a poem of inspiration…. 

  ‘….Tu dhairyasi asasi murti 

  Maze vahini mazi spurti 

  Ramsevavrutachi purti 

  Breed tuze aadhichi….’ 

Such variety of poems composed by Savarkar are an epitome purity and patriotism. He wrote 

many poems in Andman Jail also. His detachment from his mother India was ever expressed by 

him through his poems. His patriotic feeling and love for India was ever reflected through his 

poems. Overall, Savarkar himself was a Masterpiece of his literary work. 

 

 Savarkar was arrested in London on 13 March 1910, on various charges, including 

procurement and distribution of arms, war against the state, and delivering seditious speeches. 

When he was arrested, he was carrying several revolutionary texts, including his own banned 

books. In addition, the British government had evidence that Savarkar had smuggled 20 

borrowing handguns into India, one of which Anant Kanhere was supplied to assassinate the 

British official Mr. Jackson.  On the voyage back to India, Savarkar attempted to escape jumping 

from steamship SS Morea on the French Mediterranean port of Marseille. But the French port 

officials handed him back to the British.  

 

Sawarkar was brought back to India and was sentenced to life terms of imprisonment of 

fifty years. He was sent to the Cellular Jail in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The days spent 

in Andman jail were unforgettable as they were really the dark days for Savarkar. He was highly 

tortured and troubled by the British when he was undergoing the sentence of life.  

He was released in 1924 by the British officials after he wrote mercy petitions to the 

British too many times. He virtually stopped any type of criticism of the British after he was 

released from jail. 

After 1937, he started traveling widely, becoming an orator and writer, for Hindu political 

and social unity Serving as the president of the Hindu Mahasabha, Savarkar put forth the idea of 

India as a Hindu Rashtra.   
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He opposed the call for the Quit India Movement and boycotted it.
   

After independence, 

in 1948, Savarkar was charged as a co-conspirator in the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi. But, 

he was acquitted by the court for lack of evidence.  

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar was born on 28 May 1883 in the Marathi Chitpavan Brahmin 

Hindu family of Damodar and Radhabai Savarkar in the village of Bhagur, near Nasik. He had 

two brothers namely Ganesh, Narayan, and a sister named Maina. 
 
Savarkar began his activism as 

a high school student.
 
When he was 12. In 1903, in Nashik, Savarkar and his older brother 

Ganesh Savarkar founded an underground revolutionary organization named Mitra Mela, which 

later became Abhinav Bharat Society in 1906. Abhinav Bharat worked to overthrow British rule 

and make India free. 

He influenced thinking a fellow student, Madanlal Dhingra. In 1909, Dhingra 

assassinated Curzon-Wylie, the British officer. It was alleged that Savarkar supplied the gun 

which Dhingra used.  

After Gandhi's assassination, Savarkar's home in Dadar, Bombay was stoned by angry 

people. After he was acquitted of the allegations related to Gandhi's assassination and released 

from jail, Savarkar was arrested by the government for making "Hindu nationalist speeches"; he 

was released after his agreement to give up such activities. He continued to address the social and 

cultural elements of Hindutva. He started his political activism after the ban on it was lifted.  

On 8 November 1963, Savarkar's wife, Yamunabai, died. On 1
st
  February1966, Savarkar 

had given up to take medicines, food, and water which he termed it as atmaarpan (fast until 

death). Before his death, he had written an article titled "Atmahatya Nahi Atmaarpan" in which 

he said that when one's life mission is over and the ability to serve society is left no more, it is 

better to end the life at will rather than waiting for death.  

There was no official mourning by the then Congress party government of Maharashtra or 

at the centre. No minister of Maharashtra Cabinet showed up to pay homage to Savarkar. 

The political indifference to Savarkar continued also after his death. 

His autobiography,  Majhi Janmathep ("My Life-term") reveals his experience in 

Andaman prison. 

The former Prime Minister Bharatratn  Atal Bihari Vajpeyee, quoted in one of his best 

speeches…. ‘Sawarkar is ‘Tej-Tap-Tyag-Tark-Teer and Talwar-Tarunya-Tilmilahat-

Tikhapan…A poem And A Revolution Himself... 

We must SALUTE him….! 
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Abstract: 

This research article explores the impact of Veer Savarkar's literature on Indian society and 

politics, his major literary works, criticisms of his ideology, and contemporary debates on his 

legacy. Veer Savarkar was a prominent figure in the Indian nationalist movement and one of the 

leading ideologues of the Hindutva movement. His literary works played a significant role in 

shaping the discourse on Indian identity, nationalism, and the Hindu nationalist ideology. 

The article begins with a brief overview of Veer Savarkar's life and literary works, emphasizing 

his contributions to Indian nationalism and the development of the Hindutva ideology. The article 

then analyzes the themes and ideas in his literary works, such as the emphasis on nationalistic 

and patriotic sentiments, the use of militant means to achieve political goals, and the cultural and 

nationalistic aspects of Hinduism. 

The article also examines criticisms of Veer Savarkar's literature, particularly his views on 

religion, caste, gender, and the implications of his Hindutva ideology. Additionally, the article 

discusses contemporary debates on Veer Savarkar's legacy, such as the BJP's fixation on his 

legacy and his role in shaping Indian nationalism. 

In conclusion, the article assesses Veer Savarkar's literary legacy and reflects on the relevance of 

his literature in today's society. Veer Savarkar's literature continues to be a subject of debate and 

reflection in India, with his views promoting both divisive and inclusionary politics. The 

relevance of his literature in today's society will depend on the ongoing political, social, and 

cultural debates in India. 

Keywords: Veer Savarkar, literature, Hindutva, nationalism, Indian politics. 

 

Introduction: 

Brief overview of Veer Savarkar's life and literary works 

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, popularly known as Veer Savarkar, was a prominent Indian freedom 

fighter, nationalist, and writer who lived from 1883 to 1966. He was one of the key figures of the 

Indian nationalist movement and played a significant role in the struggle for India's independence 

from British rule. Apart from his political contributions, Savarkar was also a prolific writer who 

produced works in various genres, including poetry, plays, essays, and historical studies. 

Importance of studying Veer Savarkar's literature 

Studying Veer Savarkar's literature is important for several reasons. Firstly, his literary works 

reflect his ideological and political beliefs and offer insights into his contributions to Indian 

nationalism and his role in shaping the discourse on Indian identity and nationalism. Secondly, 

his works are significant in the context of the development of Hindutva ideology, which has 
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become an important part of contemporary Indian politics. Thirdly, his literature is relevant for 

understanding the debates and controversies surrounding his legacy and the contemporary 

relevance of his ideas. 

Article statement: ‘Veer Savarkar's Literature and its impact on today’s society’ 

This research article argues that Veer Savarkar's literature has had a significant impact on today's 

society in various ways. It examines his major literary works, analyzes their themes and ideas, 

and assesses their impact on Indian nationalism, Hindutva ideology, and contemporary Indian 

politics. It also considers the criticisms of his literature and reflects on the relevance of his ideas 

in today's society. 

Overview of Veer Savarkar's major literary works 

Veer Savarkar was a prolific writer who produced works in various genres, including poetry, 

plays, essays, and historical studies. His major literary works include "The Indian War of 

Independence 1857," "My Transportation for Life," "Essentials of Hindutva," "Six Glorious 

Epochs of Indian History," and "Hindutva: Who is a Hindu?" 

Analysis of the themes and ideas in his literary works 

The themes and ideas in Veer Savarkar's literary works reflect his ideology and beliefs. His 

works often emphasize the importance of nationalistic and patriotic sentiments, self-rule, and the 

use of militant means to achieve political goals. He also emphasized the cultural and nationalistic 

aspects of Hinduism and advocated for the creation of a Hindu Rashtra or a Hindu nation-state. 

His historical studies focused on the idea of India as a Hindu civilization and argued for the need 

to reclaim and preserve India's cultural heritage. 

How his literature reflects his ideology and beliefs 

Veer Savarkar's literature reflects his ideology and beliefs in various ways. His works often 

champion the cause of Indian independence, advocate for the use of militant means to achieve 

political goals, and emphasize the importance of nationalistic and patriotic sentiments. His 

concept of Hindutva, which emphasizes the cultural and nationalistic aspects of Hinduism, is 

reflected in many of his works. His writings on Indian history also reflect his belief in the 

importance of reclaiming and preserving India's cultural heritage. Overall, his literature is a 

reflection of his political and ideological beliefs and provides insights into his contributions to 

Indian nationalism and his role in shaping the discourse on Indian identity and nationalism. 

Impact of Veer Savarkar's literature on society 

Influence on the Indian nationalist movement 

Veer Savarkar's literature played a significant role in the Indian nationalist movement. His works, 

particularly his revolutionary poetry, inspired and mobilized many Indian youth to join the 

freedom struggle against British rule. His ideas on nationalism, patriotism, and self-rule also 

influenced the Indian National Congress and other nationalist groups. His call for the use of 

militant means to achieve freedom, including the concept of Hindutva, also had a significant 

impact on the Indian independence movement. 

Contribution to the development of Hindutva ideology 

Veer Savarkar's literary works were instrumental in the development and popularization of the 

Hindutva ideology. His concept of Hindutva emphasized the cultural and nationalistic aspects of 
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Hinduism and argued for the creation of a Hindu Rashtra or a Hindu nation-state. His literature, 

particularly his books such as "Essentials of Hindutva" and "Six Glorious Epochs of Indian 

History," provided the ideological foundation for the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and 

other Hindu nationalist organizations. 

Impact on contemporary Indian politics 

Veer Savarkar's literature continues to have a significant impact on contemporary Indian politics. 

His concept of Hindutva has become a defining feature of the Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP) 

political agenda and its policies. His ideas on national security, cultural nationalism, and minority 

rights have also shaped the political discourse in India. The BJP government's decision to award 

him the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian award, in 2019, also generated significant 

controversy and renewed debates on his legacy. 

Role in shaping the discourse on Indian identity and nationalism 

Veer Savarkar's literature has played a crucial role in shaping the discourse on Indian identity and 

nationalism. His concept of Hindutva and his emphasis on the cultural and nationalistic aspects 

of Hinduism have contributed to the development of a particular form of Indian identity that is 

rooted in Hinduism and its cultural traditions. His literature has also influenced the debates on 

secularism, communalism, and pluralism in India, and has contributed to the shaping of India's 

national identity. 

Criticism of his Hindutva ideology and its implications 

One of the major criticisms of Veer Savarkar's literature is his Hindutva ideology and its 

implications. Critics argue that his concept of Hindutva is exclusionary and seeks to create a 

Hindu Rashtra or a Hindu nation-state, which would marginalize religious and ethnic minorities. 

His views on the cultural and nationalistic aspects of Hinduism have also been criticized for 

promoting a homogenous and narrow definition of Indian culture. 

Criticism of his views on religion, caste, and gender 

Veer Savarkar's literature has also been criticized for his views on religion, caste, and gender. His 

emphasis on Hindu nationalism and the cultural and nationalistic aspects of Hinduism has been 

seen as promoting a narrow and exclusionary understanding of religion and caste. His views on 

gender have also been criticized for being patriarchal and reinforcing traditional gender roles. 

Contemporary debates on Veer Savarkar's legacy 

Contemporary debates on Veer Savarkar's legacy are focused on his role in Indian nationalism 

and his impact on contemporary Indian politics. Supporters of his legacy argue that he was a 

visionary leader who played a crucial role in the Indian independence movement and provided 

the ideological foundation for the Hindu nationalist movement. Critics, on the other hand, argue 

that his views were divisive and exclusionary and had a negative impact on India's social and 

political fabric. The controversy surrounding his legacy has led to debates on issues such as 

nationalism, secularism, and communalism in India. 

Summary of the main points of the research article 

This research article examined the impact of Veer Savarkar's literature on Indian society, his 

major literary works, criticisms of his ideology, and contemporary debates on his legacy. The 

article argued that his literature had a significant impact on Indian nationalism, the development 



Gurukul International Multidisciplinary 
Research Journal (GIMRJ)with 

International Impact Factor 7.352 

Peer Reviewed Journal 
 

 

Page 16 

e-ISSN No. 2394-8426 

Thoughts on Swatantrya Veer 

Savarkar -2023 

Issue–I(III), Volume–XI 

Quarterly Journal         Peer Reviewed Journal   ISSN No. 2394-8426 
Indexed Journal    Referred Journal   http://www.gurukuljournal.com/ 

of the Hindutva ideology, contemporary Indian politics, and the discourse on Indian identity and 

nationalism. 

Assessment of Veer Savarkar's literary legacy 

Assessing Veer Savarkar's literary legacy is a complex and contentious issue. On the one hand, 

his literature played a significant role in shaping Indian nationalism and the Hindu nationalist 

movement. On the other hand, his views have been criticized for promoting a narrow and 

exclusionary understanding of Indian culture, religion, and politics. Overall, Veer Savarkar's 

literary legacy continues to be a subject of debate and reflection in India. 

Reflection on the relevance of his literature in today's society 

The relevance of Veer Savarkar's literature in today's society is a matter of ongoing debate. His 

emphasis on nationalistic and patriotic sentiments, the use of militant means to achieve political 

goals, and the cultural and nationalistic aspects of Hinduism continue to resonate with some 

segments of Indian society. However, his views have also been criticized for promoting divisive 

and exclusionary politics. The relevance of his literature in today's society will depend on the 

ongoing political, social, and cultural debates in India. 
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Abstract:  

              India’s Precious gems count will always be half-finished untill the allusion of The Great 

freedom fighter Vinayak Damodar Savarkar ji.  Many roles like freedom fighter, thinker, writer 

underline his greatest life. The entire lifecycle of Savarkarji, who gave his thoughts, philosophy 

and actions to the auricles of Bharat's nation-life RashtraJeevan,kept burning like an epic, 

wrapped in Indianism worshipping the nation only and the idea of Bharat a future self-reliant 

world leader by virtue of being a constant flame. While envisioning the India a Nation where all 

citizens would partake equivalent privileges and opportunities Veer Savarkar stressed the 

importance of the Harmony, Unity and Equivalence (e.g. Equality) among all those living in 

motherland India and being called Indians, regardless of caste, creed , faith or religion. For the 

same his advocacy was aimed towards for social reforms within Indian social diaspora, a 

nationalist education system inculcated with Indian culture, history, and values which Indeed 

have innate flora of eliminating all kind of discrimination , and promoting equivalence and 

harmony. His emphasis on the cultural and national unity of Indians aimed the belief that India's 

identity should be based on its ethos , heritage , legacy and culture which is obviously most 

nearly associated to Hindu Culture , though it acknowledges the existence and embellishment of 

other religious communities and faith. This paper aims to propagate the great social equality-

based philosophy of the pioneer Veer Savarkar. It seeks to shed light on Savarkar's vision of a 

society where every individual is treated with equality, irrespective of their caste, religion, or 

gender. By examining his writings and teachings, this paper aims to showcase how Savarkar 

advocated for social reforms and the eradication of social inequalities prevalent in Indian society. 

Through his emphasis on national unity, equal rights, and opportunities for all, Savarkar's 

philosophy serves as a guiding light in the pursuit of a more egalitarian and inclusive society. 

This paper seeks to highlight and promote his ideas on social equality, aiming to inspire further 

discussions and actions towards achieving a more just and equitable world. 

Key Words: Veer Savarkar, Nation-life (Rashtrajeevan), National Unity ,Social reforms, Social 

Equality , Harmony . 

Review of Literature:  

The philosophy and ideas of Veer Savarkar regarding social equality and national unity 

have been subjects of extensive scholarly research and analysis. Researchers and scholars have 

explored various aspects of Savarkar's thoughts and their implications in contemporary society. 

The following is a summary of some of the key findings and themes that have emerged from the 

literature on this topic:  

"Veer Savarkar: Father of Hindu Nationalism" by Jayant Lele provides an insightful 

exploration of Veer Savarkar's life and his role in shaping the ideology of Hindu nationalism, 

tracing his contributions to Indian independence and his vision for a unified Hindu identity.  
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"Savarkar: Echoes from a Forgotten Past" by Vikram Sampath offers a comprehensive account of 

Veer Savarkar's life, delving into his early years, political activism, imprisonment, and his 

contributions to the Indian independence movement. The book aims to shed light on Savarkar's 

multifaceted persona, his ideas on nationalism and Hindutva, and the controversies surrounding 

his legacy. It provides a nuanced exploration of his thoughts and their impact on Indian history 

and politics. 

In "Savarkar and His Times" by Dhananjay Keer, the author provides a detailed account of Veer 

Savarkar's life and the historical context in which he lived. The book explores Savarkar's early 

years, his activism, his role in the Indian independence movement, and his time spent in prison. 

Keer analyzes Savarkar's political ideology, his contributions to the Hindu nationalist movement, 

and his ideas on social and cultural reforms. The book also delves into the controversies and 

challenges faced by Savarkar, presenting a comprehensive picture of his life and times. 

Introduction:  

        The philosophy of the esteemed Indian nationalist, Veer Savarkar, who championed 

social equality, is the focus of this paper. Known also as Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, he was a 

prolific writer and philosopher who played a significant role in the Indian independence 

movement. Savarkar envisioned a society that fosters social equality, promotes national unity, 

and eliminates the inequalities that plague Indian society. This research delves into his writings, 

teachings, and life's work to reveal the relevance of Savarkar's philosophy in today's world. The 

abolition of the discriminatory caste system was a key tenet of Savarkar's philosophy, driven by 

his conviction in the intrinsic worth and dignity of every individual, regardless of their religion, 

gender, or caste. He firmly believed that social justice and equality were integral to the progress 

and harmony of Indian society, calling for a community wherein every citizen had equal access 

to rights, opportunities, and liberation from social constraints. Savarkar was an advocate for both 

social equality and national unity, valuing the idea of a united India that celebrated its diverse 

cultures but also shared a common national identity. ultimately, he thought that social progress 

and harmony could only be achieved through the principles of national unity and patriotism. Veer 

Savarkar was a social reformer and a crusader against untouchability. His speed of thought and 

actions were much ahead of time. They challenged the very existence of certain systems in civil 

society. He was not just a great revolutionary but also a sensitive poet, passionate nationalist and 

a zealous patriot 

The pursuit of a society that is equal and inclusive can be guided by Savarkar's philosophy, 

which this paper aims to showcase. Emphasizing Savarkar's writings on nationalism, equality, 

and social reform, the ideas presented here aim to promote and expand upon his beliefs. It is the 

hope of this paper to ignite further conversations and initiatives to help actualize Savarkar's 

dream of a fair and impartial world. Social cohesion is about connectedness, inter-dependence, 

accord and cultural assimilation among communities. It not only encompasses ideas of equality, 

fraternity and liberty, but marches towards social harmony. In the Indian sociological context, it 

can be better understood as “samajik samarasta”, which is a philosophical idea deeply embedded 

in the social fabric of this country and has a broader meaning than social justice. The word 

“samarasta” is an amalgamation of “sa” for “samata” (equity), “ma” for “mamata” (dignity), “ra” 
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for “ramata” (sincerity), “sa” for “samanata” (equality) and “ta” for “tartamyata” (continuity). It 

is a continuous process of bringing about and achieving an equitable society by providing 

dignified ways and means to all strata. Savarkar's philosophy extends beyond his time, remaining 

relevant to present challenges and aspirations. In a world coping with social discriminations, 

discernment, and separations, his stress on social parity and nation-life rashtra jeevan aids as a 

foundation of stimulus inspiration. By his philosophy, we can draw insights and lessons that 

contribute to the constant exertions in the direction of forming a more just, broad and tuneful 

society. 

In the following sections, this research paper will investigate into Savarkar's views on 

social reforms, his perspective on national unity, and the impact of his philosophy on 

contemporary society. Through a comprehensive exploration of his writings and educations, this 

paper aims to promote a greater considerate and gratitude of Savarkar's visionary philosophies. 

I. Background and Life of Veer Savarkar:  

Born on May 28, 1883, in Bhagur, Maharashtra, Savarkar grew up in a Brahmin family. 

He received his education in India and later pursued law studies in England. While in London, 

Savarkar became actively involved in revolutionary activities, joining organizations like the India 

House and the Free India Society. His writings and speeches propagated the idea of Hindutva, 

which emphasized the cultural and national identity of Hindus. He emphasized the need for self-

rule and called for the overthrow of British colonial rule in India. However, his revolutionary 

activities led to his arrest in 1909 on charges of sedition. 

Spending several years in various British prisons, enduring harsh conditions and solitary 

confinement. During his imprisonment, he wrote extensively, producing influential works such as 

"The First War of Indian Independence" and "Hindutva: Who Is a Hindu?" These writings 

outlined his vision for a united and independent India, rooted in Hindu cultural and national 

pride. After his release in 1924, Savarkar continued his activism, advocating for the Hindu cause 

and working towards social and political reforms. He co-founded the Hindu Mahasabha, a 

political organization that aimed to safeguard Hindu interests and promote Hindu unity. 

Savarkar's contributions to Indian nationalism and his philosophy had a lasting impact on the 

independence movement and shaped the discourse around Hindu identity and nationalism in 

India. 

Veer Savarkar's life and legacy remain a subject of debate and discussion. While some 

view him as a national hero and freedom fighter, others criticize his ideology and nationalist 

approach. Nevertheless, his ideas and writings continue to influence political and social discourse 

in India, making him a significant figure in the history of the country's struggle for independence. 

II. Outlining Savarkar's Philosophy of Social Equality  

A. Opposition to the Caste System - Discuss Savarkar's critique of the caste system and his efforts 

towards its abolition. - Explore his ideas on social justice and equal rights for all individuals, 

regardless of caste or social status. 

B. Gender Equality - Examine Savarkar's views on gender equality and the empowerment of 

women. - Highlight his efforts to challenge gender-based discrimination and promote equal 

opportunities. 
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C. Eradication of Social Inequalities - Discuss Savarkar's advocacy for social reforms and his 

stance against social inequalities prevalent in Indian society. - Explore his ideas on bridging 

economic disparities and creating a more equitable society. 

III. Savarkar's Vision of National Unity 

 A. Cultural Diversity and National Identity - Explain Savarkar's perspective on embracing 

India's cultural diversity while fostering a shared national identity. - Discuss his ideas on how 

diversity can be a unifying force in a pluralistic society. 

B. Patriotism and National Unity - Explore Savarkar's emphasis on patriotism and its role in 

fostering national unity. - Discuss his thoughts on how a united India can overcome divisions and 

work towards common goals.Savarkar been critique of the caste system and its impact on Indian 

society.  His vehement opposition to the hierarchical nature of caste and his advocacy for its 

eradication and his writings on social reform and emphasized his call for equal rights and 

opportunities for all individuals, irrespective of their caste. Additionally, the complexities of 

Savarkar's stance on caste and its intersections with his nationalist ideology. his views on gender 

equality and women's empowerment. & his stance on issues such as women's education, 

participation in public life, and gender-based discrimination are admirable. His ideas within the 

broader context of the women's movement in India and assessed the impact of his thoughts on 

shaping discussions around gender equality.  

III. Impact and Relevance of Savarkar's Philosophy Today  

The applicability and implications of Veer Savarkar's ideas in addressing present-day social 

inequalities and challenges are subjects of ongoing debate and interpretation. While his 

philosophy and approach may have relevance in certain contexts, it is important to critically 

assess their applicability and potential consequences in the current social landscape. Here are 

some key points to consider: 

1. National Identity and Cultural Assimilation: Savarkar emphasized the importance of a 

shared national identity and cultural assimilation among communities. In today's diverse 

and pluralistic societies, the challenge lies in promoting unity while respecting and 

celebrating cultural differences. Balancing the need for national cohesion with the 

preservation of cultural diversity is crucial in addressing social inequalities and 

challenges. 

2. Social Justice and Equality: Savarkar's vision encompassed ideas of social justice, 

equality, and dignity. These principles are still relevant in addressing various forms of 

discrimination, including caste-based discrimination, gender inequality, and socio-

economic disparities. However, the approach and strategies for achieving social justice 

may need to be tailored to the specific context and contemporary understanding of 

equality. 

3. Historical Legacy and Nationalism: Savarkar's contributions to the Indian independence 

movement and his advocacy for national unity have left a significant historical legacy. 

His writings and ideology continue to shape discussions on nationalism and patriotism in 

India. However, the interpretation and application of these concepts must be approached 

critically, considering the potential risks of exclusionary or divisive narratives. 
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4. Religious Pluralism and Inclusivity: Savarkar's ideas on Hindu nationalism and Hindutva 

have been subject to differing interpretations. The challenge today is to foster inclusivity 

and religious pluralism while respecting the rights and beliefs of individuals from diverse 

religious backgrounds. It is important to ensure that any application of Savarkar's ideas 

does not lead to marginalization or exclusion of religious minorities or perpetuate 

communal tensions. 

5. Hindutva and Political Movements: Savarkar's concept of Hindutva has had a significant 

impact on right-wing political movements in India. It has shaped the ideology and 

strategies of organizations such as the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). The influence of these movements on Indian politics and 

society has sparked debates on the balance between cultural nationalism and the 

principles of a pluralistic democracy 

6. Evolving Socio-Political Landscape: Society and its challenges have evolved since 

Savarkar's time. New issues such as globalization, environmental concerns, human rights, 

and technological advancements require innovative approaches. While drawing 

inspiration from Savarkar's ideas, it is essential to adapt and contextualize them to address 

the unique socio-political challenges of the present. 

7. Ethical Considerations: It is crucial to critically examine the ethical implications of 

implementing Savarkar's ideas. Assessing their potential impact on marginalized 

communities, human rights, and social cohesion is essential to ensure that any application 

of his philosophy is grounded in ethical principles and fosters a just and inclusive society. 

Overall, the applicability and implications of Savarkar's ideas in addressing present-day 

social inequalities and challenges are complex and multifaceted. They require careful 

consideration, adaptation, and a holistic approach that promotes social justice, inclusivity, and 

ethical considerations in a rapidly changing world. 

Conclusion : 

              The paper deliberates the significance of Savarkar's philosophy, covering key points 

such as the concept of Hindutva, cultural nationalism, social reforms, historical legacy, critiques 

and controversies, influence on political movements, and relevance in the contemporary context. 

It emphasizes the impact of Savarkar's ideology on shaping Hindu nationalism, his contributions 

to Indian independence, and the ongoing debates surrounding his ideas. The paper explores the 

applicability of Savarkar's philosophy in addressing social inequalities and challenges, while 

acknowledging the need for critical analysis and open dialogue. Propagating Veer Savarkar's 

ideas can play a role in fostering social equality and unity in India, especially in the present time. 

Here are some key reasons for the importance of promoting his ideas: 

 Emphasis on Cultural Unity: Savarkar's philosophy places importance on cultural unity 

and the preservation of Indian cultural heritage. By propagating his ideas, there is an 

opportunity to promote a sense of common identity and pride among Indians, irrespective 

of their diverse backgrounds. This can contribute to social cohesion and a shared sense of 

belonging. 

 Advocacy for Social Reforms. 
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 Nationalistic Outlook. 

 Historical Legacy and Inspiration. 

 Encouraging Dialogue and Debate: Which can lead Indian societal diaspora to a more 

informed and inclusive society. 

 Challenging Injustice and Intolerance: There is an opportunity to raise awareness about 

social issues and promote values of equality, justice, and respect for all individuals, 

regardless of their background. 

In conclusion, propagating Veer Savarkar's ideas can be important in fostering social equality and 

unity in India. By promoting his philosophy, there is a chance to strengthen cultural unity, 

advocate for social reforms, inspire individuals, encourage dialogue, and challenge injustice. 

However, it is important to approach the propagation of his ideas critically, considering diverse 

perspectives and ensuring that they are implemented in a manner that respects the principles of 

inclusivity, equality, and social harmony. 
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माझे दैवत -"�वातं�यवीर सावरकर" 

                   िनम� ला नाईक, 

                   पवनानगर �चचवड. 
                   मो.नं.-9011497914. 

 

�वातं�यवीर िवनायक दामोदर सावरकर हे माझे दैवत. �वातं�याचे मंिदर उभे रािहले 
ते %ांितकारकां(या बिलदानाने व र+त रंजीत %ांतीने. �वातं�यासाठी %ांतीकारकांनी आप0या 
घरादारा ची व संसाराची राख रांगोळी केली हे आपणास मािहत आहे. िविवध मागा6 ने 
लढ0या गेले0या �वातं�यसमरात सावरकरांनी केले0या 8यागाचे व भोगले0या 9ासाचे �मरण 
होते. �वातं�य िमळव;यासाठी �वातं�या(या होमकंुडात =यांनी आप0या आयु>या(या सिमधा 
अप� ण के0या 8या सावरकरांचे �मरण झा0यािशवाय कसे राहील? 

�वातं�यवीर सावरकर फ+त देशावर िन�सीम Dमे करणारे देशभ+तच नEते तर ते 
उFम सािहि8यक होते. तरल मनाचे संवेदनशील कवी होते.जहाल मनाचे %ांितकारी होते. 
"माझी जHमठेप" हे आ8मचिर9 वाचताना मन देश Dमेाने भIन जाते. 8यां(या किवता मनात 
आत�  भाव िनमा6ण करतात. 

"ने मजसी ने परत मातभूृमीला 
सागरा Dाण तळमळला". 

हे काLय मनात मातभूृमीला भेट;याची उ8कटता िनमा6ण करते. 
मOयंतरी मी परदेशात एका सहलीला गेले होते. 8यावेळी डॉ+टर क0पना कुलकणT 

यांनी एका किवतेचे वाचन केले. किवता लोककवी मनमोहन यांनी शUदबW केली होती. 
किवता सावरकरांबXल होती. आशय थोड+यात असा, देशZोहा(या नावाखाली सावरकर 
अंदमाना(या तु\ंगात काळया पा;याची िश]ा भोगत होते. 8यांचं कवी मन 8यांना �व�थ बसू 
देत नEतं. मनात भावनांची आंदोलन िनमा6ण होत होती.लेखनासाठी कोणतेही सािह8य जवळ  
बाळगता येत नEते. 8यावेळी 8यां(या मनाची झालेली घालमेल कवीने फार संुदर शUदात Lय+त 
केली आहे. 

आभाळ _हणाले नाही, भूमी ही _हणाली नाही.  

मग िवनायकाने 8यांची आळवणी केली नाही. 
दगडाची पाaथव bभत 
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मग...पुढे अकि0पत सरली..... 
मी कागद झाले आहे, "चल िलही" 

असे ती वदली. आिण कमला काLय आकारास आले. 
ही किव क0पना अंगावर  रोमांच उभे करते. 

भारतमाता एकच दैवत, ये8या िदवसांचे. 
इतर देवहे नाममा9 अन् केवळ नवसांचे.देश हाच 8यांचा देव होता. 8यांनी देशावर 

=वलंत Dमे केले व 8यासाठी हाल अपेeा सोस0या. 
Dाणा पे]ाही िDय असले0या आप0या परमिDय भारत मातेचे वण� न ते जयो�तुते या 

काLयातून करतात. भारत मातेचे अितशय संुदर व मधुर असे हे काLय आहे. ते ऐकताच 
िचFवFृी DसHन होऊन जातात. दीदj(या मुkध व सुरेल आवाजाने हे गीत संुदर भाव िनमा6ण 
करते.व मनात देशDमे िनमा6ण करते.सावरकरांचे सव�  सािह8य सव� mुत आहेच D8येकाने ते 
आप0या संpही ठेवावे _हणजे आप0या पुढील िपढीला ते सं%िमत करता येईल. 

आप0या मराठी भाषेला खूप समप�क व छान शUद देऊन 8यांनी समWृ केले आहे. 
मराठी भाषा समWृीसाठी 8यांनी खूप मोलाचे योगदान िदले आहे. अंधmWा िनमू6लनावर 
8यांनी खूप भा>य केले आहे.समाजातील जाचक Iढी चालीरीती ,pहणे, धम� भेद,जातीभेद 
यावर 8यांनी माsमक िवचार मांडले आहेत ते अनुसर;या सारखे आहेत अितशय Zeे असे हे 
Lयि+तम8व होते या बहुआयामी Lयि+तमuवास माझे अंतःकरणापासून नमन.आपले अवघे 
जीवन मातभूृमीसाठी अप� ण केले 8याचे �मरण करताना कृताथ�  भावाने _हणावेसे वाटते. 

"संगरी वेिचले Dाण 

ते Lयथ�  न हो बिलदान 

ती %ांती अितव महान 

जी खिचत आ_हा वरदान". 
 

  



Gurukul International Multidisciplinary 
Research Journal (GIMRJ)with 

International Impact Factor 7.352 

Peer Reviewed Journal 
 

 

Page 25 

e-ISSN No. 2394-8426 

Thoughts on Swatantrya Veer 

Savarkar -2023 

Issue–I(III), Volume–XI 

Quarterly Journal         Peer Reviewed Journal   ISSN No. 2394-8426 
Indexed Journal    Referred Journal   http://www.gurukuljournal.com/ 

Swatantryaveer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar and his contribution to 

social revaluation and reforms 
Tukaram Sharadrao Saraf, 

Ph.D(Physics),MMCJ 

codeofuniverse@gmail.com 

Abstract: 

This research paper examines the life, ideology, and contributions of Swatantryaveer Vinayak 

Damodar Savarkar, a prominent figure in India's struggle for independence, to social revolution 

and reforms in colonial India. The paper explores Savarkar's early life and formative experiences, 

his political and social activism, and the key principles that guided his beliefs. It delves into 

Savarkar's vision of social revolution, emphasizing his concept of cultural nationalism and 

national rejuvenation and the relevance of his ideas in the context of colonial India. The paper 

also highlights the reforms advocated by Savarkar, including educational reforms, women's 

empowerment, caste abolition, and religious harmony. It assesses the impact and influence of 

Savarkar's ideas on the Indian nationalist movement and the continuing relevance of his 

contributions. Furthermore, the paper addresses the criticisms and controversies surrounding 

Savarkar's ideas, providing responses to these critiques. Overall, this research paper provides a 

comprehensive analysis of Savarkar's role in social revolution and reforms, acknowledging both 

his positive contributions and the controversies associated with his ideology. 

Introduction 

Swatantryaveer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, also known as Veer Savarkar, was a prominent 

figure in India's struggle for independence and a fervent advocate for social revolution and 

reforms. Born on May 28, 1883, in Bhagur, Maharashtra, Savarkar played a crucial role in 

shaping India's nationalist movement. His ideas on social revolution and reforms were grounded 

in his deep understanding of Indian history, culture, and the need for national rejuvenation. This 

research paper aims to explore the life, ideology, and contributions of Savarkar to social 

revolution and reforms in colonial India. 

II. Swatantryaveer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar: Life and Ideology 

A. Early life and formative experiences 

Savarkar's early life was marked by a strong influence of his family's revolutionary spirit and a 

deep sense of patriotism. He was exposed to the ideas of nationalism and anti-colonialism from 

an early age, which shaped his future political trajectory. 

B. Political and social activism 

Savarkar actively participated in various political and social movements during his lifetime. He 

co-founded the Abhinav Bharat Society, which aimed to create a network of revolutionaries to 

overthrow British rule. Savarkar's activism extended to diverse spheres, including education, 

women's rights, caste abolition, and religious harmony. 

C. Key principles and beliefs of Savarkar 

Savarkar's ideology was centered around the concepts of cultural nationalism and national 

rejuvenation. He emphasized the importance of regaining India's lost glory by reviving its 
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cultural heritage, promoting scientific temper, empowering women, eradicating caste 

discrimination, and fostering religious harmony. 

III. Savarkar's Vision of Social Revolution 

A. Concept of social revolution in Savarkar's philosophy 

Savarkar envisioned a comprehensive social revolution that would bring about a radical 

transformation in Indian society. His idea of social revolution extended beyond political 

independence and encompassed cultural, educational, and social reforms. 

B. Emphasis on cultural nationalism and national regeneration 

Savarkar believed that cultural nationalism was the foundation for social revolution and 

emphasized the need to revive India's ancient heritage. He promoted the use of vernacular 

languages and literature to strengthen cultural bonds and foster a sense of pride and unity among 

Indians. 

C. Relevance of Savarkar's ideas in the context of colonial India 

Savarkar's ideas on social revolution and reforms were highly relevant in the context of colonial 

India. They provided a framework for addressing the deep-rooted social and cultural issues that 

hindered India's progress. Savarkar's emphasis on education, women's empowerment, caste 

abolition, and religious harmony aimed to create a more inclusive and egalitarian society. 

IV. Reforms Advocated by Savarkar 

A. Educational reforms 

1. Emphasis on modern education and scientific temper 

Savarkar stressed the importance of modern education infused with scientific temper to equip 

Indians with the necessary skills and knowledge for progress. He advocated for the establishment 

of schools and colleges that would promote scientific education and critical thinking. 

2. Promotion of vernacular languages and literature 

Savarkar believed that the promotion of vernacular languages and literature was essential for 

preserving and reviving Indian culture. He advocated for the use of regional languages in 

education and literature to strengthen cultural bonds and foster a sense of identity among Indians. 

B. Women's empowerment 

1. Savarkar's views on gender equality and women's rights 

Savarkar was a vocal advocate for gender equality and recognized the importance of women's 

participation in the nation-building process. He called for women's education, economic 

independence, and their equal participation in social and political spheres. 

2. Initiatives and proposals for women's education and empowerment 

Savarkar proposed several initiatives to promote women's education and empowerment. He 

advocated for the establishment of women's schools and colleges, where girls could receive 

modern education and develop their intellectual abilities. Savarkar believed that educated and 

empowered women would contribute to the progress of society and play an active role in the 

nation's development. 

C. Caste abolition and social equality 

1. Critique of the caste system and untouchability 
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Savarkar vehemently criticized the oppressive caste system and untouchability, considering them 

as hindrances to social progress and national unity. He argued for the eradication of caste-based 

discrimination and the promotion of social equality, advocating for inter-caste marriages and the 

integration of lower castes into mainstream society. 

2. Savarkar's efforts to promote social equality and unity 

Savarkar actively worked towards promoting social equality and unity. He established social 

organizations that aimed to break down caste barriers and foster a sense of brotherhood among 

different communities. Savarkar believed that a unified society based on principles of equality 

and justice would pave the way for a strong and prosperous India. 

D. Religious harmony 

1. Savarkar's approach to religious coexistence and tolerance 

Savarkar emphasized the importance of religious coexistence and tolerance in a diverse society 

like India. He advocated for a harmonious relationship between different religious communities 

and believed that religious differences should not hinder national unity and progress. 

2. Initiatives to foster interfaith dialogue and understanding 

Savarkar actively promoted interfaith dialogue and understanding. He encouraged interactions 

between members of different religions to bridge gaps and promote mutual respect and 

understanding. Savarkar believed that a society where people of different faiths could coexist 

peacefully would be the foundation of a strong and united India. 

V. Impact and Influence 

A. Reception of Savarkar's ideas during his time 

Savarkar's ideas on social revolution and reforms garnered mixed reactions during his time. 

While some hailed him as a visionary leader who provided a comprehensive framework for 

social transformation, others criticized his views as radical and controversial. However, his ideas 

found resonance among a significant section of the Indian population, particularly those who 

sought a radical departure from the prevailing social norms. 

B. Influence on Indian nationalist movement and independence struggle 

Savarkar's ideas played a significant role in shaping the Indian nationalist movement and the 

struggle for independence. His emphasis on cultural nationalism, social reforms, and the need for 

a united front against colonial rule influenced the thinking and actions of many freedom fighters. 

Savarkar's ideas resonated with a generation of Indians who sought to redefine their national 

identity and reclaim their cultural heritage. 

C. Legacy and continuing relevance of his ideas 

Savarkar's contributions to social revolution and reforms have left a lasting impact on Indian 

society. His ideas on education, women's empowerment, caste abolition, and religious harmony 

continue to be relevant in the present day. Many of his proposals and initiatives have been 

incorporated into various social and political movements aimed at creating a more inclusive and 

egalitarian India. 

VI. Criticisms and Controversies 

A. Critiques of Savarkar's ideas on social revolution and reforms 
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Savarkar's ideas have faced criticism from various quarters. Some argue that his vision of social 

revolution did not adequately address the economic and structural inequalities that existed in 

Indian society. Others contend that his views on religious harmony and cultural nationalism 

could be exclusionary and divisive. 

B. Responses to criticisms 

Supporters of Savarkar argue that his ideas were contextualized within the socio-political realities 

of colonial India and should be evaluated accordingly. They highlight that while his ideas may 

not have been perfect, they provided a framework for social progress and national rejuvenation. 

C. Controversial aspects of his ideology 

Savarkar's ideology also attracted controversy due to certain aspects of his beliefs and actions. 

Some critics point to his advocacy for Hindutva, which emphasizes Hindu cultural and political 

dominance, as a source of concern for religious minorities. Additionally, his association with 

revolutionary activities and his role in the assassination of British colonial officials led to debates 

about the methods he endorsed in the pursuit of independence. 

VII. Conclusion 

In conclusion, Swatantryaveer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar was a prominent figure in India's 

struggle for independence and a proponent of social revolution and reforms. His ideas on cultural 

nationalism, education, women's empowerment, caste abolition, and religious harmony were 

aimed at transforming Indian society and achieving national rejuvenation. While Savarkar's ideas 

faced both praise and criticism during his time, his contributions to the Indian nationalist 

movement and his lasting impact on social and political discourse cannot be denied. By critically 

examining his life, ideology, and reforms, we can gain a deeper understanding of his vision for a 

socially progressive and inclusive India. 
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जे जे उ�म उदा� उ	त मह�धुर ते ते  
रेखा मोहन िग�े, 

संचालक,  
गु�कुल आंतररा
� ीय �काशन सं�था,  

पुणे. 
९९६०७०९५०२ 

 
कवी, लेखक, �खर िव)ानवादी, िहंदूसंघटक ते भाषाशु.ीचे �णेते िवनायक दामोदर सावरकर 1ांना 2ातं3वीर 

सावरकर 4णूनही संबोधले जाते. वीर सावरकरांनी भारतीय 2ातं3 यु.ात मह8ाचे �थान िमळवले आहे. आजही भारतातील 
ब:सं; लोक <ांना महान =ांितकारक 4णून ओळखतात. 

2ातं3वीर सावरकर यांचा ज? 28 मे 1883 साली नािशक जवळ असलेEा भागुर गावात झाला. <ांचे वाGिवक 

नाव िवनायक दामोदर सावरकर होते. <ांHा विडलांचे नाव दामोदर सावरकर तर आईचे नाव राधाबाई. सावरकर यांना 2 भाऊ 
व एक बिहण होती. वीर सावरकर जेMा नऊ वषाNचे होते तेMा <ांHा आईचे िनधन झाले. आईHा िनधनाHा सात वषाNनंतर Oेग 
Hा महामारी मPे <ांचे वडीलही वारले. 

विडलांचा मृ<ू नंतर <ांचे मोठे भाऊ गणेश यांनी कुटंुबाचे पालनपोषण केले. सावरकर यांनी आपले �ाथिमक िशSण 
िशवाजी िवTालय, नािशक येथून केले. शाळेत असताना ते िशवजयंती व गणेश उVव हे सण मोWा आनंदाने आयोिजत करत 
असत. या सणांना लोकमाX िटळकांनी सुY केले होते. सावरकर या सणाHा वेळी देशभZी व रा
� वादी नाटके करत असत. 

माचN 1901 मPे <ांनी रामचं] 3ंबक िचपळूणकर यांची मुलगी यमुनाबाई शी िववाह केला. <ांHा सास^यानी <ांना 

पुढील िशSणासाठी पैसे पुरवले. व 1902 मPे <ांनी पुaाHा फcुNसन कॉलेजमPे बीए ची िडeी �ाf केली. 
1904 साली पुaात सावरकरांनी अिभनव भारत सोसायटीची �थापना केली. ते 2देशी आंदोलनातही सहभागी होते. 

1905 मPे बंगालHा फाळणीनंतर <ांनी िवदेशी कपiांची होळी जाळली. <ांHा भडकाऊ देशभZी भाषणांनी नाराज, 
इंeज शासनाने <ांची बी ए ची िडeी परत घेतली. 

1906 मPे <ांना lामजी कृm वमाN िशnवृoी िमळाली. व ही िशnवृoी सोबत घेऊन जून 1906 मPे ते बॅqरrर 
बनaासाठी लंडनला गेले. 1ावेळी ते इंsंड मPे राहत होते तेMा <ांनी तेथे भारतीय िवTाtाuना इंeज �शासनािव�. 
भडकावaास सु�वात केली. 
�ातं�वीर सावरकर िल�खत पु क: द इंिडयन वॉर ऑफ इंिडप(ड(स 1857 

जून 1908 मPे <ांनी एक पुGक 'द इंिडयन वॉर ऑफ इंिडप�ड�स 1857' िलyन संपवले. परंतु िzिटश शासनाने 
भारत व इंsंड दोघी िठकाणी या पुGकाHा �काशनावर बंदी घालवली. नंतर या पुGकाला हॉलंड मधील मॅडम भीकािजकामा 
{ारे �कािशत करaात आले होते. आिण िzिटश शासनािव�. देशभरात कायNरत असलेEा =ांितकायाN पयuत हे पुGक 
पोहोचवaासाठी <ाची त|री करaात आली.  
सावरकरांना ि-िटशां0ारे अटक 

1ावेळी ता}ािलक नािशक चे कले~र, ए एम िट जॅ�न ला गोळी माYन ह<ा करaात आली <ावेळी 
सावरकरांना िzिटशांनी पकडले. इंिडया हाऊस सोबत <ांHा संबंधाचा संदभN देऊन <ांना या ह<ेमPे फसिवaात आले. 
सावरकरांना 13 माचN 1910 ला लंडनमPे अटक कYन भारतात पाठवaात आले. <ाHावर ह<ारांची अवैध वाहतूक, 
भडकाऊ भाषण आिण राज]ोह चे आरोप लावaात आले व 50 वषN का�ा पाaाची िशSा सुनावaात आली. 
का2ापा3ाची िश5ा 

का�ापाaाची िशSा अंदमान िनकोबार बेटावरील सेEुलर जेलमPे िदली जायची. का�ापाaाची िशSा भोगणा^या 
2ातं3सैिनकांना कठीण पqर�म करावे लागायचे. येथील कैTांना नारळ सोलून <ामधील तेल काढावे लागायचे. <ांना 
बैला�माने जुतून मोहरी व नारळाचे तेल काढले जायचे. यासोबतच <ांना जैल व बाहेरील जंगलांची साफसफाई करावी 
लागायची. काम करीत असताना थांबले तर <ांना कठीण िशSा िदली जायची. चाबूक ने <ांना मारले जायचे. एवढी मेहनत 
कYनही <ांना भरपेट जेवण िदले जायचे नाही. 



Gurukul International Multidisciplinary 
Research Journal (GIMRJ)with 

International Impact Factor 7.352 

Peer Reviewed Journal 
 

 

Page 30 

e-ISSN No. 2394-8426 

Thoughts on Swatantrya Veer 

Savarkar -2023 

Issue–I(III), Volume–XI 

Quarterly Journal         Peer Reviewed Journal   ISSN No. 2394-8426 
Indexed Journal    Referred Journal   http://www.gurukuljournal.com/ 

सावरकरांनी मराठी भाषेला िदलेले श9 
आपण बोलीभाषेत असे अनेक श� वापरतो मा� <ाचा शोध कोणी लावला िकंवा ते कसे वापरात आले हे आपEाला ठाऊक 
नसते. मराठी भाषेत िदनांक, =मांक, बोलपट, वेशभूषा, िद�शNक, िच�पट, मPंतर, उप��थत, �ितवृo, नगरपािलका, 
महापािलका, महापौर, पयNवेSक, िव�G, गणसं;ा, Gंभ असे अनेक श� सावरकरांनी मराठी भाषेला �दान केले आहेत. 

मराठी भाषेची गोडी आिण सौदंयN वाढवणारे असे अनेक श� सावरकरांनी सांिगतले आहेत, ते आपण बोलीभाषेत सराNस वापरत 

असतो. हवा, जमीन, वकील, गरीब, सराफ, मसाला, हलवा, गुलकंद, बफ�, अoर, तवा, हे श� मराठी नाहीत, ते अरबी आिण 

फारशी भाषेतून आले आहेत. कवी, िनबंधकार, जीवनदशNन घडिवणारा नाटककार, राजकीय व सामािजक पा�Nभूमीवर आधाqरत 
कादंब-यांचा लेखक 4णून 2ातं3वीर सावरकरांनी मराठी भाषा समृ. केली आहे. एक कवी 4णून <ांनी अनेक का� रचली 
2देशी फटका हे <ांच पिहले का� <ांनी वयाHा अकरा�ा वष� िलहीले. 
अंदमान:ा िभंतीवर का;ाकु;ांनी रचले महाका< 
सावरकरांनी का�ापाaाची िशSा भोगत असताना <ांनी आपले मराठी भाषेतील योगदान अजरामर केले. अंदमानHा का�ा 
कोठडीत का�ापाaाची िशSा भोगताना कोठडीHा िभंतीवंर काटय़ाकुटय़ांनी महाका� िलिहणारा हा जगातील एकमेव 
महाकवी 4णावा लागेल. सावरकरांHा िलखाणातील श�लािल<, भावो}टता, िवलSण मादNव ही <ांHा का�ाची वैिश�� 
आहेत. एक सािह�<क 4णून योगदान देताना सावरकरांनी १० हजारांपेSा जाG पाने मराठी भाषेत तर १५०० yन जाG पाने 
इंeजी भाषेत िलिहली आहेत. <ांHा सागरा �ाण तळमळला, हे िहंदू नृिसंहा �भो िशवाजी राजा, जयोGुते जयोGुते, तानाजीचा 

पोवाडा �ा किवता �चंड लोकि�य आहेत. यािशवाय काळेपाणी, मोपEांचे बंड, माझी ज?ठेप, श�ूHा िशिबरात, अथांग ही 
<ांची सािह< संपदा अजरामर आहेत. 
=ंथ आिण पु के 
वीर सावरकरांनी १०,००० पेSा जाG पाने मराठी भाषेत तर १५००yन जाG पाने इंeजी भाषेत िलिहली आहेत. फारच थोiा 

मराठी लेखकांनी इतके मौिलक िलखाण केले असेल. <ांHा "सागरा �ाण तळमळला", "हे िहंदु नृिसंहा �भो िशवाजी राजा", 
"जयोGुते", "तानाजीचा पोवाडा" �ा किवता �चंड लोकि�य आहेत.'सागरा �ाण तळमळला' या किवतेला २००९ साली १०० वष� 
पूणN झालेली आहेत. 
�ातं�वीर सावरकरांची पु के : 

1. अखंड सावधान असावे 
2. १८५७ चे 2ातं3समर 
3. अंदमानHा अंधेरीतून 
4. अंध�.ा भाग १ 
5. अंध�.ा भाग २ 
6. संगीत उoरि=या 
7. संगीत उः शाप 
8. ऐितहािसक िनवेदने 
9. काळे पाणी 
10. =ांितघोष 
11. गरमा गरम िचवडा 
12. गांधी आिण गोधंळ 
13. जा<ु�ेदक िनबंध 
14. जोसेफ मॅिझनी 
15. तेज2ी तारे 
16. नागरी िलपीशु.ीचे आंदोलन 
17. �ाचीन अवाNचीन मिहला 
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18. भारतीय इितहासातील सहा सोनेरी पाने 
19. भाषा शु.ी 
20. महाका� कमला 
21. महाका� गोमांतक 
22. माझी ज?ठेप 
23. मा�ा आठवणी - नािशक 
24. मा�ा आठवणी - पूवNपीिठका 
25. मा�ा आठवणी - भगूर 
26. मोपEांचे बंड 
27. रणिशंग 
28. लंडनची बातमीप�े 
29. िविवध भाषणे 
30. िविवध लेख 
31. िव)ानिन� िनबंध 
32. श�ूHा िशिबरात 
33. संXG खड्ग आिण बोिधवृS 
34. सावरकरांची प�े 
35. सावरकरांHा किवता 
36. �ुट लेख 
37. िहंदु8 
38. िहंदु8ाचे पंच�ाण 
39. िहंदुपदपादशाही 
40. िहंदुरा
�  दशNन 
41. S - िकरण� 

 
इितहासिवषयावरील पु के 

1. १८५७ चे 2ातं3समर या eंथा{ारे, (इ.स. १८५७Hा यु.ाचा 'पिहले 2ातं3समर' असा उ�ेख कYन तो 
लढा <ांनी भारतीय 2ातं3ल�ास जोडला) 

2. भारतीय इितहासातील सहा सोनेरी पाने 
3. िहंदुपदपादशाही 

कथा 
1. सावरकरांHा गो
ी भाग - १ 
2. सावरकरांHा गो
ी भाग - २ 

कादंबBया 
1. काळेपाणी 
2. मोपEांचे बंड. 
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Early life and political activism of Veer Savarkar.  

 Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, also known as Swatantryaveer Savarkar, Vinayak Savarkar 

or simply Veer Savarkar in Marathi, was a freedom fighter and an Indian independence leader 

and politician who coined the Hindu nationalist ideology of Hindutva. The date of birth of 

Savarkar is May 28, 1883, and died on February 26, 1966. In 1893, at the age of ten, Savarkar 

was engaged in his first freedom struggle activity in an event which would spell a glimpse of his 

future work as a champion of the Hindu Cause. Veer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar began 

travelling widely after 1937, becoming a powerful orator and writer who advocated Hindu 

political and social unity. As president of the Hindu Mahasabha political party, Savarkar 

supported the concept of a Hindu Rashtra in India (Hindu Nation). He began militarising Hindus 

from that point forward to liberate the country and defend Hindus in the future. He was a 

prominent figure in the Hindu Mahasabha. In this article, we are going to study the biography of 

Veer Savarkar in detail
 [1]

.  

Contributions of Veer Savarkar to the Indian freedom struggle. 

 On the lines of the 'Revolt of 1857', Veer Savarkar thought of the guerrilla war for 

attaining Independence. He wrote a book titled "The History of the War of Indian Independence" 

which inspired a lot of Indians to fight against the British for freedom. Though the book was 

banned by the British but it gained popularity in several countries. Not only this, he made manual 

bombs and guerrilla warfare and distributed them among friends. He also provided legal defence 

to his friend Madan Lal Dhingra, who was accused in a murder case of a British Indian army 

officer named Sir William Hutt Curzon Wyllie
[3]

. 

Revolutionary Activities:  

Veer Savarkar was indeed involved in revolutionary activities against British rule in 

India. He was one of the key figures in the Indian independence movement and played a 

significant role in inspiring and organizing revolutionary movements. 

During his time in London, Savarkar formed the Abhinav Bharat Society in 1904, which 

aimed to instill a spirit of nationalism and resistance against British colonial rule among Indian 

students. He also authored several revolutionary writings and pamphlets, advocating for armed 

resistance and the overthrow of British rule. 

Savarkar's involvement in revolutionary activities became more prominent after he 

returned to India in 1909. He played a crucial role in the Swadeshi movement, which aimed at 

promoting indigenous industries and boycotting British goods. He actively supported and 

participated in various revolutionary movements, including the armed struggle for independence. 
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However, Savarkar's revolutionary activities eventually led to his arrest in 1909. He was 

charged with sedition and conspiracy for his alleged involvement in the assassination of a British 

official, J.P. Saunders, in 1909. He was sentenced to two life terms totalling 50 years of 

imprisonment and was incarcerated in the Cellular Jail in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.  

It is worth noting that while Veer Savarkar was involved in revolutionary activities, his 

later political ideology and contributions focused more on cultural nationalism, Hindutva, and the 

idea of Hindu unity. His role as a revolutionary figure is an important aspect of his life, but it is 

not the sole dimension for which he is known. 

Savarkar's Struggle in Cellular Jail: 

Savarkar was arrested in 1909 for his revolutionary activities and was sentenced to two 

life terms totalling 50 years in the Cellular Jail in Andaman and Nicobar Islands. During his 

imprisonment in the Cellular Jail, Savarkar endured intense hardships and faced brutal treatment 

by the British authorities. Despite these circumstances, he continued to inspire fellow inmates 

and contribute to the cause of Indian independence. He wrote several influential works, including 

his famous book "The First War of Indian Independence," which chronicles the events of the 

1857 uprising against British rule. 

Savarkar's time in the Cellular Jail became an important chapter in his life and his 

struggle against colonial rule. His experiences there shaped his nationalist beliefs and fueled his 

determination to work for India's freedom. After serving over a decade in prison, he was 

eventually released in 1921 on the condition of renouncing revolutionary activities. Despite the 

harsh conditions, he continued his struggle against British rule and emerged as a symbol of 

resistance for many Indians.  

Veer Savarkar's concept of the First War of Independence:  

Veer Savarkar's concept of the "First War of Independence" refers to his interpretation of 

the 1857 revolt against British colonial rule in India. He viewed this uprising as a significant 

event in the struggle for Indian independence and considered it a seminal moment in the 

country's history. According to Savarkar, the 1857 revolt represented a collective and coordinated 

effort by various sections of Indian society to overthrow British rule. He argued that the uprising 

was not merely a localized rebellion but a pan-Indian movement that aimed at ending British 

domination and restoring self-rule.  

Savarkar believed that the 1857 revolt showcased the spirit of Indian nationalism and 

resistance against foreign oppression. He emphasized the participation of diverse groups, 

including sepoys (Indian soldiers), peasants, zamindars (landlords), and civilians, in the struggle. 

Savarkar contended that the revolt was a precursor to subsequent movements for independence 

and played a vital role in awakening national consciousness among the Indian population. 

In his book "The First War of Indian Independence" (also known as "The First War of 

Freedom"), Savarkar meticulously documented the events of the uprising and sought to portray it 

as a heroic struggle for freedom. He celebrated the bravery and sacrifices of the Indian rebels and 

argued that their actions laid the foundation for future generations to continue the fight against 

colonial rule. 
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It is important to note that Savarkar's interpretation of the 1857 revolt as the "First War of 

Independence" is a subject of debate and has drawn differing perspectives from historians and 

scholars. Some view it as a significant contribution to the understanding of Indian nationalism, 

while others criticize it as a selective and nationalist interpretation of historical events. 

Veer Savarkar's concept of Swaraj:  

Veer Savarkar's concept of Swaraj, meaning self-rule or self-governance, was a central 

theme in his ideology and vision for India's future. He envisioned Swaraj as the ultimate goal for 

the Indian people, aiming for complete independence and sovereignty from British colonial rule. 

Savarkar's concept of Swaraj was rooted in the idea of national consciousness and the assertion 

of India's cultural and political identity. He believed that Indians should strive for self-rule and 

take charge of their own destiny, free from foreign domination. He emphasized the need for a 

strong and united India, where Hindus could assert their rights and interests.  

In his writings and speeches, Savarkar emphasized that Swaraj was not limited to political 

independence alone but extended to all aspects of national life. He envisioned a society where 

individuals and communities would have the freedom to govern themselves, protect their cultural 

and religious traditions, and uphold their values and customs. Savarkar's concept of Swaraj also 

had a territorial aspect. He advocated for the reunification of India, including the incorporation of 

areas that were partitioned or under foreign control. He believed in the unity and territorial 

integrity of the Indian nation. 

It is worth noting that while Savarkar's concept of Swaraj focused on Hindu interests, he 

also acknowledged the presence of other communities in India. He advocated for equal rights and 

opportunities for all citizens, irrespective of their religious or cultural backgrounds. However, 

critics argue that his vision of Swaraj and Hindu nationalism could be exclusionary and divisive 

in practice. Savarkar's concept of Swaraj had a significant influence on the Indian nationalist 

movement, particularly in shaping the ideology of Hindutva (Hinduness). It continues to be a 

subject of discussion and interpretation in the context of India's political and cultural landscape.  

Writings and Publications:  

Veer Savarkar was a prolific writer and intellectual who penned numerous works on a 

wide range of topics, including politics, history, culture, and social issues. Some of his notable 

writings and publications include: 

1 "The First War of Indian Independence" (1909): Also known as "The First War of Freedom," 

this book provides a detailed account of the 1857 revolt against British rule in India. It 

showcases Savarkar's interpretation of the uprising as a significant milestone in the struggle 

for Indian independence. 

2 "Hindutva: Who is a Hindu?" (1923): Considered one of Savarkar's most influential works, 

this book lays out the foundations of Hindutva, an ideology that emphasizes the cultural and 

nationalist aspects of Hinduism. It explores the concept of Hindu identity and the idea of 

Hindu unity. 

3 "Essentials of Hindutva" (1928): Building upon his previous work, Savarkar delves deeper 

into the principles and philosophy of Hindutva in this book. He outlines his vision for a 

strong and united Hindu nation, highlighting the cultural, historical, and geographical aspects 
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of Hindu identity. 

4 "Six Glorious Epochs of Indian History" (1909): In this book, Savarkar examines six 

significant periods of Indian history and highlights the achievements and struggles of the 

Indian people. It aims to inspire a sense of pride and nationalism among Indians. 

5 "Mazi Janmathep" (My Life Sentence) (1909): This autobiographical work documents 

Savarkar's experiences as a political prisoner in the Cellular Jail in the Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands. It sheds light on the hardships endured by freedom fighters and their unwavering 

commitment to the cause of independence. 

6 "Rashtra Mimansa" (1923-1924): A collection of essays, this work explores various aspects 

of nationalism, political philosophy, and social issues. Savarkar presents his thoughts on 

subjects like the concept of nation, governance, and the role of citizens in nation-building. 

7 "Saha Soneri Pane" (Six Golden Pages) (1905): This pamphlet, written during Savarkar's 

time in London, outlines his thoughts on the necessity of armed resistance against British 

colonial rule. It advocates for revolutionary actions to free India from foreign domination. 

These are just a few examples of Veer Savarkar's writings, and he authored many other 

works during his lifetime. His writings continue to be studied, debated, and referenced in 

discussions on Indian nationalism, Hindutva, and the struggle for independence. His writings and 

speeches played a crucial role in inspiring nationalists and shaping the discourse around 

independence.  

Social Reforms:  

Alongside his political activism, Veer Savarkar also worked towards social reforms in 

various areas. He recognized the importance of addressing social issues and advocated for 

progressive changes within society. Some of the social reforms that Savarkar supported or 

worked towards include:  

1 Caste Reforms: Savarkar advocated for the eradication of caste-based discrimination and the 

promotion of social equality. He believed in a society where individuals are valued based on 

their abilities and character rather than their caste or birth. 

2 Women's Empowerment: Savarkar supported women's education and their active 

participation in public life. He advocated for gender equality and encouraged women to be 

educated, independent, and assertive in society. 

3 Education Reforms: Savarkar emphasized the importance of education and believed in 

making quality education accessible to all sections of society. He called for modern and 

scientific education that would empower individuals and contribute to the progress of the 

nation 

4 Language Reforms: Savarkar was an advocate of language reform and believed in promoting 

the use of vernacular languages, including Hindi, Marathi, and other regional languages. He 

emphasized the importance of linguistic pride and encouraged the adoption of indigenous 

languages for national communication. 

5 Social Unity: Savarkar worked towards fostering social unity among different communities in 

India. He advocated for the idea of a united Hindu nation while also promoting harmony and 

cooperation among diverse religious and cultural groups. 
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 It is important to note that while Savarkar supported social reforms, his ideas and 

approaches might differ from other reformers and social activists of his time. His emphasis on 

Hindu nationalism and cultural identity influenced his perspective on social issues. His views on 

social reforms were often intertwined with his broader vision of a united and strong India. 

Supporters of Hinduism:  

Veer Savarkar, also known as Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, was an influential figure in the 

Indian independence movement and a prominent proponent of Hindutva (Hinduness), an 

ideology emphasizing the cultural and nationalist aspects of Hinduism. While he had supporters 

who admired his contributions, it's worth mentioning that opinions on him and his ideology are 

diverse, and not all Hindus necessarily support his ideas.  

It is important to note that while Veer Savarkar has his supporters, his ideas and legacy 

are also a subject of considerable debate and controversy. Some critics argue that his views on 

Hindu nationalism may promote divisiveness and exclusion, while others applaud his 

contributions to the freedom movement and his intellectual pursuits. Public opinion on Savarkar's 

ideology varies among different sections of society, and not all Hindus necessarily support his 

ideas. 

Controversy and criticism about Veer Savarkar: 

 At last, we can conclude that Veer Savarkar's philosophy was no doubt unique and 

consists of various elements like ethical, theological, and philosophical theories. In fact, his 

political philosophy is a mixture of humanism, rationalism, universalism, positivism, 

utilitarianism, and realism. He also worked against some of India's social evils like caste 

discrimination and untouchability. His, books motivated youth and because of his courageous 

behaviour he had earned the nickname 'Veer' and came to be known as Veer Savarkar
[3]

. 

Savarkar's legacy is shrouded in misunderstanding. Savarkar's followers consider him a 

staunch patriot and defender of Hinduism, while critics accuse Savarkar of being a bigot who 

irreversibly brought out extremist tendencies in Hinduism. Both are responsible for 

misrepresenting them and taking their image to the extremes of caricature. Savarkar's ideology 

was often at odds with that of K. B. Hedgewar and M. S. Golwalkar, the early leaders of the 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. Savarkar was never part of the right wing. On the other hand, he 

was highly praised by prominent members of the Old Left parties such as M. N. Roy, 

Hirendranath Mukherjee and Shripad Amrit Dange 
[6]

. 

Some of the main controversies regarding Savarkar include promoting Hindu extremist 

nationalism, fire being revolutionary, being a symbol of Hinduism and the Hindu nation, and 

sending several mercy petitions to the British authorities for release from prison, and charges 

related to the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi and his subsequent acquittal. Historians have 

been divided on all of these and hence the debate continues 
[7]

.  

Discussion: 

While Veer Savarkar's contributions are recognized by some as significant, it is important 

to note that his ideas and actions have been a subject of debate and controversy. Different 

perspectives exist regarding his ideology and his stance on various issues, and his legacy 

continues to be a topic of discussion in India's political and social discourse. 
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 Vinayak Damodar Savarkar (Veer Savarkar) occupies a unique place in the history of 

Indian freedom struggle. His name evokes controversy. While some consider him as one of the 

greatest revolutionaries in the Indian freedom struggle, others consider him a communalist and 

right-wing leader
[4]

. 

 Vinayak Damodar (“Veer”) Savarkar can, with some justice, be described as the 

inspirational force behind the resurgence of militant Hinduism in contemporary India. His fame 

has been on the ascendancy since the Hindu right captured power in India less than a decade ago, 

and lately he has been lionized in the film “Veer Savarkar” by the filmmaker Sudhir Phadke, a 

fellow Maharashtrian. In May 2002, L. K. Advani spoke glowingly of Savarkar and Hedgewar, 

the founder of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh,as men who had “kindled fierce nationalistic 

spirit that contributed to India’s liberation.” Savarkar’s advocates view him as a luminous 

visionary, a supreme patriot who sacrificed much for the defense of Mother India, a great 

revolutionary and even social reformer; his opponents, who generally do not question his 

patriotism, nevertheless point to his political conservatism, his support of reactionary 

movements, and his advocacy of a communal-based politics verging on fascism
[5]

.  

 

Supporters of Veer Savarkar and his Philosophy:  

Some groups and individuals have supported Veer Savarkar and his philosophy.  

1 Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS): The RSS, a right-wing Hindu nationalist organization, 

has historically been associated with Veer Savarkar's ideas. Many members of the RSS have 

admired Savarkar's advocacy for Hindutva and his contributions to the freedom struggle. 

However, it is important to note that the views on Savarkar within the RSS itself may vary, 

and not all members may hold the same opinion. 

2 Hindu Mahasabha: Veer Savarkar was a key member of the Hindu Mahasabha, a Hindu 

nationalist political party. The organization has supported and propagated Savarkar's 

ideology, particularly his emphasis on the cultural and political unity of Hindus. 

3 Some Conservative and Right-Wing Political Parties: Certain political parties in India, 

particularly those leaning towards conservative and right-wing ideologies, have shown 

support for Veer Savarkar's ideas. These parties often highlight his contributions to the 

independence movement and his advocacy for Hindu cultural nationalism. 

4 Academic Scholars and Thinkers: Some academic scholars and thinkers, especially those 

inclined towards right-wing ideologies, have expressed support for Veer Savarkar's 

philosophy. They appreciate his ideas on Hindutva, Hindu unity, and cultural nationalism, 

considering them as valuable contributions to the discourse on Hindu identity and nationalism 

in India. 

Conclusions:   

Veer Savarkar made significant contributions to the Indian freedom struggle through his 

multifaceted involvement and ideas. Here is a summary of his contributions: 

Savarkar actively participated in revolutionary activities against British rule. He formed 

the Abhinav Bharat Society, advocated for armed resistance, and supported movements like the 

Swadeshi movement, promoting indigenous industries and boycotting British goods. 
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Savarkar developed the ideology of Hindutva, emphasizing the cultural and nationalist 

aspects of Hinduism. His writings and speeches on Hindutva played a crucial role in shaping the 

discourse on Hindu identity and nationalism in India. 

Savarkar presented his Historical interpretation of the 1857 revolt as the "First War of 

Independence," highlighting its significance in India's struggle for freedom. His writings on the 

revolt inspired a sense of pride and nationalism among Indians. 

Savarkar was a prolific writer who authored several influential works on history, politics, 

culture, and social issues. His books and pamphlets provided intellectual ammunition for the 

nationalist movement and helped shape the narrative of Indian independence. It is recognized as 

the intellectual contribution of Veer Savarkar.  

Alongside his political activism, Savarkar worked towards social reforms, including caste 

reform, women's empowerment, education reforms, and language reforms. He aimed to create a 

more inclusive and progressive society. 

Savarkar endured immense hardships during his imprisonment in the Cellular Jail. His 

resilience and unwavering commitment to the cause of independence inspired fellow inmates and 

earned him respect as a freedom fighter. 

While opinions on Savarkar and his contributions may vary, it is evident that his ideas 

and actions played a significant role in shaping the nationalist movement in India. His advocacy 

for armed resistance, his ideology of Hindutva, and his writings on history and social reforms left 

a lasting impact on the discourse surrounding Indian independence. 
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ने मजसी ने परत मातृभुमीला 
मोहन हनुमंतराव िग�े, 

सहाÖक लेखापाल, 
महारा
�  रा1 िवद्युत िवतरण कंपनी मयाNिदत, 

कEाण पूवN िवभाग, डोिंबवली पूवN. 
९२७३७५९९०४ 

 
सावरकरांचा ज? नािशक िजÙ�ातील भगूर �ा शहरात झाला. <ांचे वडील दामोदरपंत सावरकरांHा तीन मुलांपैकी 

दुसरे होते. िव.दा. सावरकरांना बाबाराव हे मोठे आिण नारायणराव सावरकर हे धाकटे भाऊ होते. सावरकरांची आई, ते नऊ 
वषाuचे असताना वारली. थोरEा बंधंूHा पÚ नी येसूविहनी यांनी <ांचा सांभाळ केला. सावरकरांचे वडील इ.स. १८९९Hा Oेगला 
बळी पडले. 

सावरकरांचे �ाथिमक िशSण नािशकHा छ�पती िशवाजी महाराज िवTालयामPे झाले. ते लहानपणापासूनच अ<ंत 
बु�.मान होते. <ांनी वयाHा तेरा�ा वष� 2देशीचा फटका, 2तं�तेचे Gो� �ा रचना केEा . चाफेकर बंधंूना फाशी िदEाचे 
वृo समजताच लहानcा सावरकरांनी आपली कुलदेवता भगवती िहHापुढे "देशाHा 2ातं3ासाठी सशÜ =ांतीचा केतू 
उभाYन माqरता माqरता मरेतो झंुजेन" अशी शपथ घेतली. 

जवळपास 10 वषN का�ापाaाची िशSा भोगEानंतर, 1920 साली बाळ गंगाधर िटळक, महाÝा गांधी आिण 

व�भ भाई पटेल या सार;ा मोWा ने<ांनी सावरकरांHा सुटकेचे मागणी केली. 2 मे 1921 मPे <ांना सेEुलर जेल मधून 

रÞािगरी येथील तु�ंगात पाठवaात आले. रÞािगरी तु�ंगात असतांना <ांनी 'िहंदु8' हे पुGक िलिहले. 6 जानेवारी 1924 ला 

<ांना, 'ते िzिटश कायTाचे पालन करत रÞािगरी िजÙ�ातच राहतील' या अटीवर सोडaात आले.  
आपEा सुटकेनंतर सावरकरांनी 23 जानेवारी 1924 ला रÞािगरी िहंदू सभेची �थापना केली. या संघाचा उßेश 

भारतीय �ाचीन सं|ृतीला संरिSत कYन समाजाचे कEाण करणे होते. नंतर सावरकर लोकमाX िटळकांची 2रा1 पाट� 
मPे सामील झाले. <ांना िहंदुमहासभेचे अPS 4णून िनवडaात आले. नंतरHा काळात िहंदुमहासभेने पािकGान िनमाNणाचा 
िवरोध केला.  

रा
� भZसमूह ही गुf संघटना सावरकरांनी पागे आिण 4सकर �ा आपEा साथीदारांHा साहाÖाने �थापन केली. 
िम�मेळा ही संघटना �ा गुf सं�थेची �कट शाखा होती. �ाच संघटनेचे पुढे अिभनव भारत �ा संघटनेत Yपांतर झाले. 
इटािलयन =ांितकारक आिण िवचारवंत जोसेफ मॅिझनी �ाHा यंग इटली �ा सं�थेHा धत�वर हे नाव िदले गेले होते. 
सावरकरांनी पुaामPे इ.स. १९०५ साली िवदेशी कापडाची होळी केली . lामजी कृm वमाN �ांनी ठेवलेली िशवाजी िशnवृoी 
िमळवून कायTाHा अàासासाठी सावरकर लंडनला गेले. ही िशnवृoी <ांना देaात यावी अशी सुचवण 2तः  लोकमाX 
िटळकांनी केली होती. लंडनमधील इंिडया-हाऊसमPे राहात असताना सावरकरांनी जोसेफ मॅिझनीHा आÝचqर�ाचे मराठी 
भाषांतर केले. �ा भाषांतराला जोडलेEा �Gावनेत सावकरांनी सशÜ =ांतीचे तá)ान िवषद केले होते. <ा काळातील अनेक 
युवकांना ही �Gावना मुखोâत होती. लंडनमPे ‘इंिडया हाउस’ मPे अिभनव भारताचे =ांितपवN सुY झाले. मदनलाल िधंeा हा 

सावरकरांचा पिहला :ताÝा िशn! मदनलालने कझNन वायली या िzिटश अिधका^याचा वध कYन, हसत-हसत फाशी 
2ीकारली. <ाच काळात <ांनी इतर देशांमधील =ांितकारक गटांशी संपकN  कYन <ांHाकडून बॉå तयार करaाचे तं�)ान 
आÝसात केले. ते तं�)ान व २२ zाऊिनंग िपGुले <ांनी भारतात पाठवली. <ापैकीच एका िपGुलाने नािशकचा कले~र 
जॅ�न याचा वध अनंत काæेरे या १६ वषाNHा युवकाने केला. या �करणात अनंत काæेरे, कृmाजी कव� व िवनायक देशपांडे या 

अिभनव भारताHा ३ सदçांना फाशी झाली. कले~र जॅ�नचे जनतेवरील अXाय वाढत होते, तसेच तो बाबाराव सावरकर 

(2ातं3वीरांचे बंधू) यांHा तु�ंगवासाला कारणीभूत ठरला होता, 4णूनच =ांितकारकांनी जॅ�नला यमसदनास पाठवले. 
इ.स. १८५७ मPे इंeजांिव�. भारतात झालेEा उठावाचा साधार इितहास सावरकरांनी िलिहला. हा उठाव 4णजे 

केवळ एक बंड होय हा इंeज इितहासकारांचा िनèषN सावरकरांनी साधार खोडून काढला. िzिटश शासनाने हा eंथ 
�काशनापूव�च जf केला. पण सावरकरांHा साथीदारांनी तो इंsंडHा बाहेYन �िस. करaात यश िमळवले. ही �ा eंथाची 
इंeजी आवृoी होती. मूळ मराठी eंथाचे हGिल�खत सावरकरांचे िम� कुिटæो �ांनी जपून ठेवले होते. ते भारताला 2ातं3 
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िमळाEानंतर �िस. झाले. राज]ोहपर िलखाण �िस. केEाचा आरोप ठेवून सावरकरांचे थोरले बंधू बाबाराव सावरकर यांना 
िzिटश शासनाने ज?ठेपेची िशSा देऊन का�ा पाaावर धाडले. �ा घटनेचा बदला 4णून लंडनमPे मदनलाल िधंeा �ांनी 
कझNन वायलीला गो�ा घातEा तर नािशक येथे अनंत काæेरे �ांनी नािशकचा िजéािधकारी जॅ�न �ाला गो�ा घालून ठार 
केले. नािशकHा �ा �करणात वापरaात आलेली zाउिनंग जातीची िपGुले सावरकरांनी चतुभुNज अमीन �ाHाकरवी धाडली 
होती. िzिटश सरकारला याचा सुगावा लागताच <ांनी सावरकरांना ता}ाळ अटक केली. समु]मागाNने <ांना भारतात आणले 
जात असताना सावरकरांनी êाëHा मॉस�िलस बेटाजवळ बोटीतून उडी मारली (इ.स. १९१०). िzिटशांHा कैदेतून सुटून <ांनी 
पोहत êाëचा समु]िकनारा गाठला. पण िकना^यावरील ê� च रSकांना भाषेHा समçेमुळे सावरकरांचे 4णणे कळले नाही, 
आिण िzिटश सैिनकांनी <ांना अटक कYन भारतात आणले. <ांHावर खटला भरaात आला. <ांना दोन ज?ठेपांची-का�ा 
पाaाची-िशSा (सुमारे ५० वष� अंदमानHा तु�ंगात) ठोठावaात आली (इ.स. १९११). मॉस�िलस येथे उडी मारताना सावरकरांनी 
सखोल िवचार केला होता. दोन देशांतील कैदी हGांतरण िकंवा अX तVम करारांचा मुßा <ांHा मनात होता. 2ातं3वीर 
सावरकरांचा िzिटश सरकारने अंदमानHा काळकोठडीत ठेवले. हर�कारे छळले. खiा बेडीत टांगले. तेलाHा घाaाला 
जंुपले. नारळाचा काtा कुटaाचे क
�त काम िदले. या मरण�ाय वेदना सहन करीत असतानाही <ांHा डो�ासमोर एकच 
Pेय होते, मातृभूचे 2ातं3! तìल ११ वष� हा छळ सहन करत असतानाही सावरकरांचे सजNनशील किव8 आिण बंडखोर 
=ांितकारक8 तसूभरही कमी झाले नMते. बाभळीHा का�ांनी <ांनी तु�ंगाHा िभंतीवर महाका�े िलिहली. 

अंदमानHा काळकोठडीत सावरकरांना िहंदु�थानचे बदलते राजकारण िदसत होते.अंदमानमPे असताना 
सावरकरांनी Essentials of Hindutva हा eंथ िलिहला. िzिटशांची बदललेली नीती, मु�íम लीगचा वाढता मुजोरपणा 
सावरकरांना अ2�थ करत होता. आज िzिटश हे मु; श�ू रािहलेले नाहीत. ते कधीतरी हा देश सोडून जाणारच आहेत. पण पुढे 
िहंदू संघटन करणे आवlक आहे हे सावरकरांनी ओळखले. िवîलभाई पटेल, रंग2ामी अÖंगार यांसार;ा ने<ांHा 
�यÚ नांमुळे व खुß सावरकरांनी मुVßीपणाने िzिटश सरकारची काही बंधने माX केली आिण िzिटश सरकारची माफी 
मािगतली. <ामुळे <ांची अंदमानातून सुटका ६ जानेवारी १९२४ रोजी झाली. ७ ऑ~ोबर १९०५ ला वीर सावरकरांनी लोकमाX 
िटळकांना  घेऊन पुaाHा fc रोड ला िवदेशी कपiांची होळी पेटवली 
सावरकरांचे जाEुFेदन 

अंदमानातून सुटEानंतर सावरकरांना िzिटशांनी रÚ नािगरीत ६ जाने १९२४ ला �थानब. केले. िहंदू समाज एकजीव 
आिण संघिटत करaासाठी सावरकरांनी रÚ नािगरीत राyन कायN केले. िहंदू समाजाHा अधः पतनाला जाित�व�था, चातुवNaN 

जबाबदार आहे, हे सावरकरांनी लSात घेऊन <ा िवरोधात काम केले. िहंदू धमाNत जाित�व�थेचे, िवषमतेचे समथNन आहे. 
<ामुळेच िहंदूसंघटन करaासाठी सावरकरांनी धमNिचिकVेची तलवार उपसली. आपEा लेखनाने कोणी सनातनी दुखावेल 
याची िचंता न करता अंध�.ा, जाितभेद यांवर <ांनी कडाडून टीका केली. 2कीयांतील जातीयतेवरपण िनभ�ड टीका केली. 
<ांनी रÚ नािगरीमधील वाG�ामPे अनेक समाजसुधारणा केEा. जवळपास ५०० मंिदरे अïृlांसाठी खुली केली. अनेक 
आंतरजातीय िववाह लावले. अनेक सहभोजने आयोिजत केली. <ांनंतर सवाuसाठी 'पितत पावन मंिदर' सुY केले व सवाuसाठी 
सामाईक भोजनालयही सुY केले. जाितभेद तोडaासाठी सहभोजनाचा धडाका उडवून िदला. रÚ नािगरी येथे <ांनी पिततपावन 
मंिदर �थापन केले. या मंिदरात सवN जातीHंा लोकांना �वेश िदला. सुमारे १५ आंतरजातीय िववाहही <ांनी लावून िदले. 
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Abstract: 

This research article explores the intellectual contributions of Swatantrya Veer Vinayak Damodar 

Savarkar, popularly known as Veer Savarkar, as a philosopher and thinker during India's freedom 

struggle. Savarkar's ideas, encompassing various aspects of nationalism, social reform, and 

individual liberty, have played a significant role in shaping the political and philosophical 

landscape of India. Through an analysis of Savarkar's writings, speeches, and activism, this 

article examines his ideological foundations and highlights the enduring relevance of his thoughts 

in contemporary India. 
1. Introduction: 

Swatantrya Veer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, born on May 28, 1883, in Bhagur, Maharashtra, 

emerged as a prominent nationalist leader and a profound thinker during India's struggle for 

independence. Known for his unwavering commitment to the cause of freedom, Savarkar's 

philosophical contributions have left an indelible mark on the socio-political fabric of India. This 

paper aims to delve into the intellectual journey of Savarkar, analyzing his ideological 

foundations, examining his political thought, exploring his impact and legacy, and highlighting 

the relevance of his ideas in contemporary India. 
2. Historical Context: 

To understand the significance of Savarkar's philosophy, it is crucial to consider the historical 

context in which he operated. The early 20th century witnessed a surge in nationalist movements, 

with various ideological streams emerging. During this time, India was grappling with the 

oppressive rule of the British Raj, and thinkers like Savarkar sought to mobilize the masses 

through their intellectual contributions. 
3. Ideological Foundations: 

At the core of Savarkar's philosophy was the concept of Hindutva, which he defined as the 

essence of being Hindu, encompassing religious, cultural, and national identity. He believed that 

the cultural unity of Hindus would pave the way for India's liberation. In his book "Essentials of 

Hindutva," Savarkar emphasized the integration of religious and cultural identities, stating, "We 

Hindus are a nation because we have the same religion, the same culture, and the same 

language." 
Savarkar also advocated for social reform and gender equality. He recognized the need to 

eradicate social evils and challenged the prevailing caste system. Savarkar's sister-in-law, 

Ramabai Ranade, an ardent social reformer herself, worked alongside him, highlighting his 

commitment to gender equality. 
4. Contributions to Political Thought: 
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Savarkar's contributions to political thought were instrumental in shaping India's struggle for 

independence. He envisioned a decentralized and self-governing system for India, promoting 

individual liberty and civil rights. In his book "Mazi Janmathep" (My Transportation), Savarkar 

vividly described his experiences of solitary confinement and torture while imprisoned by the 

British. His personal account became a rallying cry for freedom and inspired countless 

individuals to fight for their liberties. 
Savarkar's concept of Swaraj (self-rule) emphasized the empowerment of the masses and the 

rejection of imperialism. He believed that true Swaraj could only be achieved through a 

republican form of government, where people had the authority to govern themselves. Savarkar's 

vision of Swaraj inspired subsequent generations of leaders and laid the foundation for India's 

democratic aspirations. 
5. Impact and Legacy: 

Savarkar's ideas continue to have a lasting impact on Indian politics and society. His writings and 

speeches inspired and guided nationalist leaders, including Mahatma Gandhi and Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak. His call for a united Hindu identity resonated with a significant section of the population 

and became a driving force behind the formation of the Hindu Mahasabha, a political 

organization advocating for Hindu interests. 
However, Savarkar's legacy remains controversial. Some critics argue that his articulation of 

Hindutva and his stance on the partition of India have raised concerns regarding religious 

polarization. The assassination of Mahatma Gandhi by Nathuram Godse, a member of the Hindu 

Mahasabha and an associate of Savarkar, further deepened the controversies surrounding his 

nationalist vision. These controversies have led to differing interpretations of Savarkar's 

philosophy and continue to fuel debates about his legacy. 
Despite the controversies, Savarkar's philosophy continues to have relevance and impact in 

contemporary India. His ideas have influenced various political movements and parties, shaping 

their ideologies and policies. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), in particular, draws inspiration 

from Savarkar's ideas on Hindutva and cultural nationalism. The party's emphasis on cultural 

pride, national unity, and the protection of Hindu interests reflects the influence of Savarkar's 

nationalist vision. The BJP's rise to power and its policies have led to increased discussions and 

debates about the role of Hindutva in Indian politics. 

However, it is important to note that Savarkar's ideology is not without criticism and challenges. 

Some argue that his ideas have been misappropriated and used to promote majoritarianism, 

leading to concerns about religious intolerance and exclusion. Critics also contend that his 

understanding of Indian culture and history neglects the diversity and pluralism inherent in the 

country's fabric. Savarkar's views on social reform, particularly regarding the caste system, have 

also been subject to scrutiny, with some questioning the extent of his commitment to social 

equality. 
6. Conclusion: 

Swatantrya Veer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar's intellectual contributions as a philosopher and 

thinker during India's struggle for independence cannot be overlooked. His ideas on Hindutva, 

cultural nationalism, social reform, and self-governance have played a significant role in shaping 
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the socio-political discourse of India. Despite the controversies surrounding his legacy, 

Savarkar's philosophy continues to resonate and influence contemporary India. 
It is imperative to critically engage with Savarkar's ideas, recognizing their complexities, 

potential implications, and the differing interpretations they have garnered. By understanding and 

analyzing the multifaceted contributions of Swatantrya Veer Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, we can 

gain insights into the rich intellectual tapestry of India's freedom struggle and the ongoing 

journey of nation-building. As India navigates the complexities of the present, it is important to 

reflect on Savarkar's ideas in the context of a diverse and pluralistic society, ensuring that they 

contribute positively to the progress, inclusivity, and harmony of the nation. 
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