Jan-2021 ISSUE-IV(I), VOLUME-IX

Published Quarterly issue
With ISSN 2394-8426 International Impact Factor 6.222
Peer Reviewed Journal

Published On Date 31.01.2021

[ssue Online Available At :http://gurukuljournal.com/

Organized &
Published By




Gurukul International Multidisciplinary
Research Journal (GIMR])with

International Impact Factor 6.222
Peer Reviewed Journal

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

ISSN No. 2394-8426

Jan-2021
Issue-1V(I), Volume-IX

INDEX
Paper Title Author Name Page No.
No.
1 Cashless Policy and Profitability of Dr Vijay Prakash Srivastava, 1-20
Deposit Money Banks in India Mini Srivastava & Dr. Monika
Srivastava
2 The Second Sex: An Existentialist Dr. Shaikh M. A. Raheman 21-25
Discourse Bagwan
3 TATALOTHT ATHTSIE S EaATad TH9E IR RIS 26-28
4 | ATt SATHETE AT ST A TS o 1. HATT ZLHT STe 29-32
AT 14
5| e A I A <. () T A 3336
6 TTPHT THS IS HSTITS : S 9 Frd 9T, Heg F=Id Ao 37-44
7 Unveiling Various Dimensions of Dr. Pramod R. Jaware 45-52
Violence in Shashi Tharoor’s “Riot”
Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page I

Indexed JournalReferred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/




Gurukul International Multidisciplinary
Research Journal (GIMR])with
International Impact Factor 6.222

Peer Reviewed Journal

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

ISSN No. 2394-8426

Jan-2021
Issue-1V(I), Volume-IX

Cashless Policy and Profitability of Deposit Money Banks in India

Dr Vijay Prakash Srivastava
Associate Professor
Department of commerce
Govt. P G College Maldevta Raipur,
Dehra Dun.
Email id: vijay23praksh@gmail.com
Contact: - +91-8077609610
Mini Srivastava
Asst. Professor
School of Management and Commerce Studies
Shri Guru Ram Rai University
Dehradun
Email id-mini.abhil3@gmail.com
Dr. Monika Srivastava,
Additional Statistical Officer,
Department of Eco. & Stats. Govt Of Uttarakhand,
Email id: - monika9505@gmail.com
ABSTRACT
The effect of cashless policy on deposit money banks is expected to increase the profitability of banks; it lowers the
cost of operations and curbs corruption. As such this study tends to ascertain the effect of cashless policy on the
profitability of deposit money banks in India from 2009 to 2019. Secondary data from the Statistical bulletin of
Central Bank of India was used in the study and the ARDL Auto-regressive Distributed lag model was used as a
method of data analysis. The explanatory variables are Point of Sale (POS) Terminal, Automated Teller Machine,
Mobile Banking, and Web Payment while the dependent variable is Profit before Tax. The findings from the study
indicate that cashless policy has a negative and insignificant effect on profit before tax of deposit money banks in
India within the period of the study. The study, therefore, makes the following recommendations; banks should
educate their customers more on the importance of cashless policy and some of the innovative products they are
bringing in the market. They should also improve their financial infrastructure. Power generation and distribution
should be improved upon as no electronic banking can take place without adequate power supply. Banks should set
up appropriate security processes and use up to date programs to limit the effects of fraud on their products.
1. Introduction
The advert of the novel coronavirus COVID-19 which saw the whole world in lockdown and
limited physical appearance at various banking halls has increased various online transactions.
The virus has shown that the world has evolved into a global village and the banking sector is not
left out. Information and digital communication technology (ICT) has increasingly stirred the
expansion of the banking networks and range of the services offered in recent times. Most of
banking transactions, such as electronic payments, loans, deposits, or securities have become
highly dependable on information and telecommunication technology (Adewoye, 2013).
The Central Bank of India (CBN) has recently engaged in series of reformations aimed at both
strengthening Indian financial system and enhancing the overall economic performance of India
to place it on the right path in tune with global trends. Cashless policy is one key reform
introduced in India financial system. The policy is a new policy on cash-based transactions which

specifies a 'cash handling charge' on daily cash withdrawals or cash deposits that surpass N500,
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000 for Individuals and N3, 000,000 for Corporate bodies. The policy aims at reducing not
eliminating the quantity of physical cash circulating in the country, and encouraging further
electronic-payment systems in India (CBN, 2012). The cashless policy has birthed numerous
electronic payments channels the commonly used e-payment machinery in the country are
Automatic Teller Machine (ATM), Point of Sale Terminals (POS), Mobile Money Transfer
(MMT), and Online Money Payment (WEB) (Okoro, 2014).

The essence of the electronic banking reform was to promote a comprehensive process of
substantially improving the regulatory and surveillance framework, promoting sound competition
in banking services, assuring an organized structure for monetary management, increase in
savings mobilization, reinforcement of capital adequacy, encouragement of investment and
development through market-based interest rates, expanding elegance of the world financial
products, and even the recent global financial crisis, all make the need for banking sector reforms
a sine qua non, but the challenges of insecurity and inadequate infrastructure are still persistent.
Many researches have been conducted on cashless policy and its impact on the bank's
performance with varying results and conclusions. Some think that the cashless policy is yet to be
fully embraced and many others pointed out problems associated with the advent of the cashless
policy via the various e- payment channels such as overcharge, debiting a customer without
appropriate credit to the right persons, delays in a reversal of wrong transactions, etc. Therefore,
this study is aimed at finding out the effect of cashless policy on the profitability of deposit
money banks and whether the bank is making profits or losses through the cashless policy of the
Federal government. The study use profit before tax as the major gap the study tends to fill. The
following sections of this work include conceptual framework; theoretical framework and
empirical review of related works. Others are methodology and data presentation; discussions,
conclusions, and recommendations.

2. Literature Review

A cashless economy is a society where no one uses cash, all payment being made are by cheques,
credit cards, charge cards, or movement of funds from one account to another through mobile
banking. The cashless policy was intended at limiting some of the negative effects connected
with the usage of physical cash in the economy, including the huge cost of cash, increase risk of
using cash, high subsidy, theft, incompetence as well as fraud (CBN, 2011). A cashless economy
is a financial system where business can be done without necessarily using physical cash as a
means of exchange of transaction but rather with the use of credit or debit card for payment of
goods and services. The cashless economy policy programme of the Central Bank of India
(CBN) is a move to develop the financial terrain but in the long-term sustainability of the policy
will be a function of adoption and compliance by end-users (Ejiro, 2012).

The cashless society anticipated here points to the comprehensive use of computer technology in
the financial system. The cashless policy introduced by The CBN in 2012 kicked off with the
commencement of the mobile payment, India is only keying into a swift-developing global
payment system. The mobile money structure is a technology-driven payment system that will
open up several other business opportunities in the economy. The mobile money payment system
permits clients to make payments with their GSM phones. It is a transfer and savings system that
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changes GSM phones into a savings account platform, permitting the owner to accumulate
money in it and from which withdrawals or transfers could be made. Under the payment system,
users could do their normal basic financial transactions daily by making payments for goods and
services or by engaging in person-to-person transfer directly on their GSM phones.

There are various components of cashless policy in India. Woleola (2017), observed that the most
used cashless payment in the banking system is automated teller machine (ATM), point of sale
(POS), internet banking, mobile banking, and implants, etc.

Automated Teller Machine (ATM): Is a machine that gives out cash and can perform other
functions a taller in banking hall does like transfers, minimum balance investigation, payments of
bills, deposits, and recharge of various kinds. Tan (2002) states that an automated teller machine
(ATM) helps clients have effortless access to funds in their accounts without delay. For one to
make use of an ATM he or she needs as a debit card and a personal identification number (PIN).
CBN allows N55 as profit to banks for any 4" transaction carried out by the cardholder in
another bank's ATM terminals.

Point of Sale (POS) Terminal: Point of Sales (POS) machine is an electronic gadget used to
purchase commodities especially in hotels, filling stations, shops, and supermarkets. Adurayemi
(2016) observed that the POS machine allows for printing of receipt upon payment of the goods
and the customer will be charged a fee called merchant service charge (MSC) for the use of the
machine. The maximum total fee as set out by the Central Bank of India is normally 1.25 percent
of the transaction value subject to a maximum of N2000.

Internet Banking: can be referred to as online banking or web banking. Online banking allows a
bank customer to carry out financial transaction through the internet by using such devices as
computers, mobile phones, and iPad in the comfort of their homes. It provides customers almost
every service conventionally obtainable through a local branch including deposits, transfers, and
online bill payments. Siyanbola, (2013) observed that internet banking makes use of a
computerized card framework to carry out payment orders and a final payment of commodities
over the internet between the seller and the buyer. It goes to show that customers can buy goods
from the internet by placing orders through the net to their banks to pay the merchant the bill
amount involved and the commodities conveyed to the place of its destination where the buyer
wants.

NIBSS Instant Payment (NIP) NIP is the Indian financial industry preferred money transfer
platform that assurances immediate benefit to the beneficiary. It is also an account number based
online real-time interbank payment solution set up in the year 2011 by India interbank settlement
system. The NIP services started with only two (2) deposit money banks participating in it at the
initial stage. However today the number of organisations involved in the programme has
increased to include all deposit money banks, microfinance banks (MFBS), and mobile money
operations (MMOs). NIP has been valuable to all parties since it allows customers to benefit
from increased convenience, while corporate enjoy payment processing efficiency, increased
liquidity, and reduced payment risks. Deposit money banks and other financial establishments
can build services around it to meet their ever-dynamic customer needs especially digital banking
products. Apart from using the internet to perform the operations of NIP and NEFT one can visit
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his or her banks and use funds transfer forms in the bank to perform these operations by
signifying NEFT or NIP as the chosen transfer type (Okoye and Ezejio for, 2013).
NIBSS Electronic Funds Transfer (NEFT): NEFT was introduced in India in 2004 to reduce
high dependency on cash and make available a range of payment systems to bank customers. The
modes of this payment can be through (i) NEFT credit transfer (single items) (b) Bulk
Clearing-Automated direct credits (c) Bulk clearing —Automated direct debits. NEFT credit
transfer is irreversible fund transfer order since the payer's bank basically will not agree to the
instruction if there are inadequate funds to cover the payment instruction and this helps to reduce
the trouble of returned cheques in the transaction. Bulk clearing- allows corporations or
organizations to present numerous direct credits or direct debit instruments, through clearing
banks to the automated clearing period. Payments that can be made through Bulk clearing-
Automated direct credits are payment of staff salaries, payment of pensions, payments of sundry
benefits to several individuals' e.g shareholders dividends, payment of inter-bank standing orders
by banks, and contractor payments. While payments that can be done through Bulk clearing-
Automated direct debits are payment of insurance premiums, payment of utility bills (water
electricity, telephone bills), and subscription collections.
Mobile Banking: involves the use of mobile phones to assess your account and connect to
financial institutions database which allows you to settle financial transactions. Financial services
one can perform using a mobile phone includes funds transfer, balance inquiry, recharging of
phones, and payment of bills. Tayo (2016) states that some of these services are integrated with
an interactive system of a voice message that directs a customer through automated provision of
relevant account details.
e-Bills pay: is Electronic Bills Payment and is a collection platform that is supervised and
controlled by India Inter-Bank Settlement System Plc (NIBSS). The platform allows payments
from clients through internet banking, USSD channels, and bank branch.
mCash: is a novel solution set up to help small value retail payments grow by providing easy
access to electronic medium to a wide range of users. It is anticipated that cash will strengthen
financial inclusion and increase e-payment benefits to both buyers and sellers.
Remita: is an electronic-payment system licensed by CBN to attend to the needs of individuals
and organizations as regards payment. It was developed by Financial Technology giant System
specs and commenced operation in India in 2017 intending to help the people make and receive
payments easily. Remita is the payment gateway that helps in the transfer of funds (taxes, levies,
tariffs) into the single treasury accounts.
According to CBN (2011), the cashless policy was initiated in India for the following reasons
(a) To steer the evolution and improvement in the method of payment in India in agreement with
Vision 2020 objective of being among the top 20 economy by 2010.
(b) To limit the price of banking services (as well as the cost of credit) and help financial
inclusion by providing more capable transaction options and greater reach.
(c¢) To strengthen the effectiveness of monetary policy in controlling inflation and driving
economic development.
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(d) Besides, the policy objectives were to reduce some of the adverse consequences of high usage
of cash, including the high cost of handling (estimated to be about N192 billion per annum),
high risk of usage, and high subsidy.

The cashless Indian society has many benefits. Some of these benefits include
Consumers: Increased convenience; more service options; reduced risk of cash-related crimes;
cheaper access to (out-of-branch) banking services, creation of more employment opportunities
in the financial sector, access to credit, and financial inclusion. Corporations: Faster access to
capital; reduced revenue leakage; and reduced cash handling costs. Government: Increased tax
collections; greater financial inclusion; increased economic development, reduction in money
laundering, check on terrorist financing, and helps in monetary policy implementation.

Profitability (Profit before tax)

Profitability is the predicted variable in this study and it is represented by profit before tax. Profit
before tax can also be referred to as earnings before tax. European central bank (2010) states
that profitability is a bank’s primary source of defence against unanticipated losses, as it
enhances its capital position and improves future profitability through the investment of retained
earnings. It is worthy of note that an institution that constantly makes a loss will eventually drain
its capital base, which in turn puts equity and debt holders at risk. Profit before tax is a measure
of a company’s profitability that examines the profits made before any tax is paid. It tries to
compare all the company’s expenses which include operating and interest expenses against its
earnings but excludes the payment of income tax. Profit before tax helps to show how much a
tax a company owes and helps to compare among companies that pay a varying amount of taxes.
Profit before tax is listed on the income statement and can be calculated by subtracting expenses
from revenue.

2.1 Theoretical review
The study considers two theories namely: Transaction cost innovation theory and Technology
acceptance model while the study will be anchored on Transaction cost innovation theory

Transactions Cost Innovative Theory
The transaction cost innovation theory initiated by Niehans (2006) stated that the paramount
factor of financial innovation is the decrease of transaction cost, and in fact, financial innovation
is the answer to technological advancement which caused the transaction cost to decrease. The
decrease of transaction costs can stimulate financial innovation and improvement of financial
service. It states that financial innovation reduces transaction costs. Transaction costs innovation
theory is also important in this context: for instance, the use of Internet-connected Information
Technology (IT) can substantially reduce a firm's transaction costs as it facilitates effective
coordination, management, and use of information. Mobile, Internet-connected IT might
additionally decrease transaction costs because it offers off-site access to the firm's internal
database and other significant sources of information. Consequently, reduction of operation costs
through agency banking, internet banking, and mobile banking may influence growth in
profitability for the bank.

Technology Acceptance Model (TAM)

This theory was developed by Davis in 1986. The model was formally developed from the
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research conducted by Davis (1989) on technological issues. The result of this research led to the
development of the Technology Acceptance Model (TAM). This model seeks to establish the
relationship between individuals’ behavior and the use of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT). It is argued that the behavior of individual influences his attitude towards
adopting new technology. However, attitude and perceived usefulness are both determined by
ease of use. (Pedersen 2002) maintains that adopting the TAM model is based on knowing end-
users' requirements concerning how easy and friendly the technology is presented.

The banking industry in India evaluated its options and discovered that only 10 percent of its
client's base accounted for 90 percent of its expenses. The focus thus became how to eliminate
costs by attending to those 10 percent. Competitiveness, high growth levels, and increased
sophistication in world systems and sub-systems thus forced the banking sector to revaluate
techniques and innovations to improve its efficiency, profitability, and overall performance. In
recent years, advances in banking-related technology have reduced the need for a physical
location, and banking transactions are now being conducted from a remote location using
personal computers and ATMs.

2.2 Empirical review

Agu and Agu (2020) explored the effect of cashless policy on economic growth in India,
throughout Q12010 to Q42018. It employed quarterly time series data using the ordinary least
squares (OLS) technique. The data was sourced from the World Bank Development indicator and
Central Bank of India (CBN) Statistical Bulletin, Annual Report, and Statement of Account for
the year 2019. The researchers subjected the data to unit root, cointegration, and granger
causality tests. Findings from the research showed that cashless policy has been a veritable tool
in influencing economic performance, especially as it relates to Automated Teller Machine
(ATM) transactions and Point of Sale (POS) payment patterns.

Okafor (2020) did a study on the effect of cashless policy for business performance and purposes
of deposit money banks in India (2009-2019). The explanatory variables were automated teller
machine, point of sale, mobile banking and internet banking while the response variable was
return on assets.

We employed econometric techniques involving descriptive statistics, augmented dickey fuller
tests for unit roots, and the ordinary least square (OLS). The result of the study indicates that
Automated Teller Machine (ATM), Point of Sale (POS), Mobile Banking (MB), and Internet
Banking have a positive and significant effect on return on asset (ROA). The study thus
concludes that cashless policy has positively affected the performance of money deposit banks in
India.

Osazevbaru, Sakpaide, and Ibubune (2014) explored cashless policy and banks’ profitability in
India. The transformation of the financial sector of the Indian economy has always occupied a
cardinal position in the economic policies of all political administrations in India. Using
electronic banking as a platform, the cashless policy was initiated to further deepen the financial
market microstructure. This study investigated the impact of cashless policy on the profitability
of Indian banks, against the backdrop that these banks in a cash-based economy are known for
their huge profits even in the face of the associated high cost of operations. Basically, will banks
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in the cashless regime still make as many profits as they use to make? To address this, secondary
data were collected and analyzed using content analysis comparing profits under the cash-based
policy with a cashless regime. The results revealed that cashless economic policy positively
impacts on banks' profit through the reduction in the cost of operations and banking the unbanked
populace.

Muotolu and Nwadialor (2019) explored the effect of cashless policy of Central Bank of India on
the financial performance of deposit money banks in India. The study used a panel data collected
from a sample of 14 banks covering 6 years for the period 2012 when the policy was initiated in
India to 2017. The study used return on Asset as a proxy for bank performance while the value
transactions are done through the ATM, POS, Internet Banking, NIP, and NEFT platforms (E-
banking Products) were used to proxy cashless policy. In other to ensure the validity and the
reliability of our data, we, therefore, subjected our data to a diagnostic test using descriptive
statistical analysis, multicollinearity test, correlation testing, and heteroskedasticity testing.
Findings from the study showed that (ATMV) has a positive and significant effect on return on
assets (ROA) of banks in India while, POSV, WEBV, NIPV, and NEFV were found to have a
positive but insignificant effect on ROA of quoted banks in India.

Werigbelegha and Avery (2019) studied the effect of cashless policy on deposit money banks
performance India; for the period 2000-2018. Secondary data were used and collected from the
Statistical Bulletin of Central Bank of India. This study used automated teller machine (ATM),
point-of-sale (POS), and mobile banking (MB) as the explanatory variables to measure cashless
policy; whereas, return on assets of deposit money banks as a proxy for deposit money banks
performance and employed as the dependent variable. Hypotheses were formulated and tested
using Ordinary Least Square (OLS). There is a significant impact of automated teller machine
transactions on return on assets of deposit money banks in India. The point on Sales terminal
transactions has a significant impact on the return on assets of deposit money banks in India.
Electronic mobile payment has a significant impact on the return on assets of banks in India. The
coefficient of determination indicates that about 47% of the variations in the bank's profitability
can be explained by changes in cashless policy variables ((ATM, POS, MB) in India. The
research resolves that cashless policy has a significant impact on deposit money bank's
performance in India.

Ignoroje. and Okoroyibo (2020) analyzed the effect of cashless policy on the performance of
deposit money banks in India (2009-2018). The main objectives are to: Investigate the effect of
automated teller machine, analyze the impact of point of sale, assess the effect of mobile
banking, and ascertain the effect of internet banking respectively on the performance of deposit
money banks in India. We employed econometric techniques involving descriptive statistics,
augmented dicker fuller, and Philip perron tests for unit roots and the autoregressive distributed
lags (ARDL) for cointegration and coefficient analysis. The result of the study indicates that
automated teller machine (ATM) and Internet Banking each have a positive and significant effect
on return on equity (ROE). Point of Sale (POS) has a positive but insignificant effect on return on
equity, while Mobile Banking (MB has a negative and statistically significant effect on ROE, the
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study thus concludes that cashless policy has positively affected the performance of money
deposit banks in India.

Ugwueze and Nwezeaku (2016) investigated E-banking and commercial bank performance in
India: a cointegration and causality approach (2013-2016) using the Engle-Granger cointegration
model. The dependent variable includes the Customer's deposit (time deposit, savings deposit,
and demand deposit) and POS as an independent variable. They find that POS is not cointegrated
with both the savings and time deposits but are cointegrated with demand deposits.

Mustapha (2018) examined E-payment technology effect on bank performance in emerging
economies- evidence from India (2012-2017) using time dimensional and panel least square
models was to analyze the data. Two regressands, namely the performance index and the risk
exposure variable were used and the experimental variables include values of ATM transactions
and POS technology transactions, the total value of mobile money transfers, and the value of
online payment transactions. It was the finding of the study that bank performance contradicts
autoregressive and random walk processes and thus implies that investors should not be disturbed
about previous bank performances but concerned about current bank resources.

Suberu, Afonja, Akande, and Adeyinka (2015) studied the effect of cashless policy, saving, and
bank credit on the Indian deregulated economy. They employed the ordinary least square
econometric technique was used to analyze the data. GDP and growth of aggregate domestic
credit to the economy (GADCE) were used as the variables. The result showed that the marginal
productivity coefficient of bank credit to the domestic economy is positive but insignificant.

Ali and Emenike (2013) explored the impact of automated teller machine on banking services
delivery in India: a stakeholder analysis (2009-2013) using Simple linear regression model ATM
(the independent variable) on banking services proxy by the customer deposits (the dependent
variables). The study revealed that ATM transactions positively and significantly impact private
sector demand deposits in India but not private sector savings deposits and private sector time
deposits.

Okon and Amaegberi (2018) studied mobile banking transaction and bank profitability in India
(2007-2016) SURE model estimation was used to analyze the data. ROA = return on assets,
measuring the performance of deposit money banks, ATM = value of Automated Teller
Machines transactions, POS = value of Point of Sales transactions, MOB = mobile banking
transactions, SIZE = bank size, represented by total assets of the banks, PIV = private investment
in India, INFL = inflation rate, measuring macroeconomic instability. The result shows a positive
and significant relationship between ATM, mobile banking, and POS on the performance of
DMB of old and new generation banks.

Too, Ayuma and Ambrose (2016) also did a study on the effects of mobile banking on the
financial performance of commercial banks in Kapsabet (Kenya): A case of selected banks in
Kapsabet Town (2016) they used SPSS to analyze the primary data and multiple regression
model was used to analyze the secondary data. Dependent variable= Financial performance while
independent variables include mobile banking withdrawal and deposits, Mobile banking loans,
Mobile banking funds transfer, Mobile banking payment of bills. The findings of the research

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 8
Indexed JournalReferred Journal httpy//www.gurukuljournal.com/



Gurukul International Multidisciplinary
Research Journal (GIMR])with
International Impact Factor 6.222

Peer Reviewed Journal

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T

ISSN No. 2394-8426

Jan-2021
Issue-1V(I), Volume-IX

showed that there was a significant effect between mobile banking and financial performance
(p<0.005).

Abaenewe, Ogbulu, and Ndugbu (2013) studied electronic banking and bank performance in
India. Data from four Indian banks was adopted and judgmental sampling technique was used in
selecting the data. Returns on equity (ROE) and returns on assets (ROA) were used profitability
performance indicators in the study. With the data collected, they tested the pre- and post-
adoption of e-banking performance differences between means using a standard statistical
technique for the independent sample at a 5 percent level of significance for performance factors
such as ROE and ROA. The findings from the research showed that the introduction of electronic
banking has significantly and positively enhanced the returns on equity (ROE) of Indian banks.
On the other hand, and the contrary, it also indicates that e-banking has insignificantly not
enhanced the returns on assets (ROA) of Indian banks.

Harelimana (2017) examined the effect of mobile banking on the financial performance of
Unguka Microfinance Bank Ltd, Rwanda (2012-2016). Both Quantitative and Qualitative
research methods such as questionnaires and interviews were used towards answering the
research questions to generate primary data. The quantitative data are analyzed using SPSS. The
study used (ROA) and (ROE) as a measure of the profitability of financial performance. The
study also showed that there is a positive correlation among financial performance variables pre
and post the introduction of the mobile banking system and shown the positive effect between
mobile banking transaction volume and products and financial performance of Unguka Bank Ltd.
Oyomo (2018) analysed the control of mobile banking on organizational operations. A
questionnaire was used to gather the primary data while a study design was used in selecting the
population for the study. The design population was 20 banks and a sample size of 70 was used.
Statistical Package of Social Sciences (SPSS) software was used in analyzing the data. The result
of the analysis indicates that mobile banking had positive and significant effect on the
performance of banking organization. The result also indicates that mobile banking is an anchor
of stability of competitive edge to the banking industry.

Omotunde, Sunday, and John-Dewole (2013) studied cashless policy and economy of India.
Questionnaire was used to collect the data for the analysing while using Survey research to aid
data collection. Feedback from the respondents indicates that a cashless policy will help reduce
unemployment; decrease cash related robbery thereby minimizing the risk of holding cash; the
cashless policy will also abate cash associated corruption and stimulate more foreign investors to
the country. The findings, consequently, indicates that the commencement of a cashless economy
in India can be seen as a step in the right direction.

3. Methodology

The research was carried out using secondary data sourced from Central Bank of India Statistical
Bulletin and annual report of India Deposit Insurance Corporation from 2009 to 2019. The
research used descriptive statistics to depict the variables while the unit root test was carried out
to check the stationarity of the variables by using Philips-Perron (PP) and Augmented Dickey-
Fuller (ADF). The unit root test shows that the variables were integrated at order (0) and (1)
which makes the use of Auto-regressive Distributed lag models (ARDL) necessary to be used as
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a method of data analysis. The model used for the research involves the adaptation and
modification of the research carried out by Okafor (2020). He examined cashless policy for
business purposes and the performance of Deposit Money Banks in India (2009-2019). His
original model was stated thus:
ROE = f (ATM, POS, MB, ITB)
ROE = B0 + B1ATM + B2POS + B3MB+ B4ITB+ p - - - - - 1
Where: ROE = Return on Equity
ATM = Automated Teller Machine
POS= Point of sale
MB= Mobile Banking
ITB= Internet Banking (ITB)
B0 and p are the constant and error term respectively while 1, B2, 3, and B4 are the coefficient
of cashless policy on the performance of deposit money banks in India.
The model was adapted and modified by bringing in profit before tax as the dependent variable
while removing return on equity since this study deals with cashless policy and profitability of
Deposit Money Banks in India. The model for this study is stated thus:
PBT= f(ATM, POS,MOBILE,WEB)
PFT = ap + a;ATMs;j; + a,POSsit + asMOBILEsj+ a4sWEBs;;
Where: PBT= Profit before Tax
ATM= Automated Teller Machine
POS= Point of Sale (POS) Terminal
MOBILE= Mobile Banking
WEB= Web Pay or Internet Banking
ao = Intercept of the model
ai— as = Parameters of the regression coefficients
eit = Stochastic error term
4. RESULT AND DISCUSSION
The description of the data series used in the analysis is presented in table 1. The table shows a
summary of the descriptive statistics used in the analysis. The mean value was shown to be
80244477 for PBT, 3581.108 for ATM, 822.8345 for MOBILE, 798.2782 for POS, and 146.6373
for WEB. The median value was shown to be 539970.0 for PBT, 3679.880 for ATM, 346.4700
for MOBILE, 312.0700 for POS, and 84.15000 for WEB. The maximum and minimum of the
series are 4.21E+08 and -40350.00 for PBT, 6512.600, and 399.7100 for ATM, 4371.550, and
1.270000 for MOBILE, 3204.760 and 11.03000 for POS, 478.1300 and 25.05000 for WEB. The
series standard deviations are 1.50E+08 for PBT, 2319.650 for ATM, 1309.164 for MOBILE,
1087.734 for POS, 153.5399 for WEB. The variables of standard deviations were found to be
positively skewed towards normality as evidenced by the positive values of the skewness
statistic.

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics

Mean Media Maximu Minimu Std.Dev Skewne Kurtos Jarque P-value Ob
n m m s is -Bera s
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PBT 802444  539970. 4.21E+0 - 1.50E+0 3.61112 4.23833 0.12013 11
77 0 8 40350.0 8 1.48944 0 5 2
0 7
ATM 3581.10 3679.88 6512.600 2319.65 1.61641 0.87847 0.64452 11
8 0 399.710 O 0.02430 8 0 9
0 3
MO 822834 346.470 4371.550 1309.16 6.05242 11.7267 0.00284 11
B 5 0 1.27000 4 2.01670 6 7 2
0 4
POS 798.278 312.070 3204.760 1087.73 3.27278 3.10545 0.21167 11
2 0 11.0300 4 1.29432 7 3 0
0 6
WEB 146.637 84.1500 478.1300 25.0500  153.539 3.38581 3.59860 0.16541 11
3 0 0 9 1.38768 6 7 4
3

Computer Result using E-views 9.0
The variables for the study were tested for stationarity by using Phillips-Perron (PP) and
Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF) unit root test to determine the stationarity of the data. Phillips-
Perron (PP) was used to confirm the stationarity of the data which shows that the variables are
integrated at order (0) and (1) that is at the level and first difference. Table 2 to 5 shows the unit
root test for the study.
Table 2 ADF Result at Level

Variables  ADF Test Statistic 1% 5% 10% Order of Integration
ATM -0.437533 -4.297073 -3.212696 -2.747676 Non-stationary
POS 5.508920 -4.297073 -3.212696 -2.747676 Stationary
WEB 1.408216 -4.297073 -3.212696 -2.747676 Non-stationary

MOBILE 6.815791 -4.297073 -3.212696 -2.747676 Stationary
PBT 3.346400 -4.297073 -3.212696 -2.747676 Stationary

Source: Researcher’s E-view result

Table 2 revealed that POS, MOBILE, and PBT are stationary at level but ATM and WEB are not
stationary at level. Based on this we difference the variables to see their outcome.
Table 3 ADF Result at 1%t Difference

Variables  ADF Test Statistic 1% 5% 10% Order of Integration
ATM -3.608058 -4.420595 -3.259808 -2.771129 Stationary
POS -0.126424 -4.420595 -3.259808 -2.771129 Non-stationary
WEB -3.316231 -4.420595 -3.259808 -2.771129 Stationary

MOBILE 4.518750 -4.420595 -3.259808 -2.771129 Stationary
PBT -0.968095 -4.420595 -3.259808 -2.771129 Non-stationary

Source: Researcher’s E-view result
Table 3 shows that ATM and WEB which were not stationary at the level is stationary at 1%
difference which shows that the variables are stationary at a level and 1% difference. Table 4 and
5 confirms the stationarity by using the Phillips-Perron (PP) unit root test which allows the use of
ARDL Auto-regressive Distributed lag models as a method of data analysis.
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Variables PP Test Statistic 1% 5% 10% Order of Integration
ATM -0.295378 -4.297073 -3.212696 -2.747676 Non-stationary
POS 6.261164 -4.297073 -3.212696 -2.747676 Stationary
WEB 1.408216 -4.297073 -3.212696 -2.747676 Non-stationary

MOBILE 6.445619 -4.297073 -3.212696 -2.747676 Stationary
PBT 3.715689 -4.297073 -3.212696 -2.747676 Stationary

Source: Researcher’s E-view result
Table 5 PP Result at 1% Difference

Variables PP Test Statistic 1% 5% 10% Order of Integration
ATM -4.737975 -4.420595 -3.259808 -2.771129 Stationary
POS -0.124572 -4.420595 -3.259808 -2.771129 Non-stationary
WEB -3.316234 -4.420595 -3.259808 -2.771129 Stationary

MOBILE 5.633241 -4.420595 -3.259808 -2.771129 Stationary
PBT -0.966724 -4.420595 -3.259808 -2.771129 Non-stationary

Source: Researcher’s E-view result

4.1 ARDL Co-integration Relationship
The confirmation of the stationarity of the data through the unit root test of ADF and PP allows
for the determination of the co-integration relationship between the dependent and explanatory
variables in the models. The ARDL was chosen as against the traditional Johansen co-integration
because it is structured in such a way that it considers the different order of integration of
financial time series data. Co-integration test For Long-run Effect
Pesaran and Shin (2001) showed that cointegrating systems can be estimated as ARDL models; it
has the advantage to estimate cointegrating relationships on variables that are both 1(0) or I(1).
According to Pesaran et al. (2001), the asymptotical allotment of the F-statistic is non-standard
regardless of either the regressors are I (0) or I(1), and give two adjusted critical values that
establish lower and upper bounds of significance. The bound test follows the critical criterion at
the lower bound and upper bound value for decision at the three levels of significance in 1%, 5%,
and 10%.

Table 6: ARDL Bounds Tests for Cointegration

Test Statistic Value k
F-statistic 5.119304 4
Critical Value Bounds

Significance 1(0) Bound I(1) Bound
10% 2.45 3.52

5% 2.86 4.01

2.5% 3.25 4.49

1% 3.74 5.06

Source: Author’s Calculation employing E-Views 9 Software
Given a computed F statistics Value of 5.119304 which is greater than the lower and upper
critical bound values at 1%, 2.5%, 5%, and 10% respectively, thus indicating the existence of a
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steady-state long-run relationship among the variables. This suggests that the various selected
variables have a long-run relationship with deposit money banks profitability in India.
Decision rule: We reject the null hypothesis of the co-integration relationship to accept the
alternative that there is Co-integration. We thus conclude that a cashless policy instrument as
represented by a quantitative monetary policy instrument as represented by Mobile Banking,
Point of Sale (POS) Terminal, Automated Teller Machine, and Web Pay has a long-run effect on
deposit money banks profitability in India.
4.2 Nature of Long-Run Relationship/ARDL Error Correction Model
The ARDL result has proven that Profit before Tax, Mobile Banking, Point of Sale (POS)
Terminal, Automated Teller Machine, and Web Payment are co-integrated/related in the long
run. Consequently, the determination of the nature of the long-run relationship becomes
necessary as well as the speed of the adjustment to equilibrium.
Table 7: ARDL Co-integrating and Long Run Form for
PBT—-ATM+POS+MOBILE+WEB
Cointegrating Form

Variable Coefficient Std. Error t-Statistic Prob.
D(ATM) -12349.919599 13856.161890  -0.891294 0.4231
D(POS) 322637.781600 100287.08918 3.217142 0.0324
5
D(MOBILE) -97518.540179 55448.104898  -1.758735 0.1534
D(WEB) - 695290.39328  -1.370354 0.2424
952794.309869 1
CointEq(-1) -0.014674 0.751520  -0.019526 0.9854
Long Run Coefficients
Variable Coefficient Std. Error  t-Statistic Prob.
ATM -841625.640460 42349364.847520 - 0.9851
0.019873
POS 21987206.264605 1129918157.66082 0.019459 0.9854
4
MOBILE -6645719.688852  343804209.000963 - 0.9855
0.019330
WEB -64931282.737406 3363872097.33240 - 0.9855
9 0.019303
C 2842951302.4910 145914310032.509 0.019484 0.9854
51 56

Source: Author’s Calculation employing E-Views 9 Software

The result in Table 7 shows that ATM, MOBILE, and WEB have a negative insignificant
relationship with PBT while POS has an insignificant positive relationship with profit before tax.
In terms of the speed of adjustment, Table 7 reveals that the model moves toward equilibrium
following disequilibrium in the explanatory variables. The ECM is negatively signed with a
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coefficient of -0.014674, a suggestion that -1.4674% of error generated in the previous period is
corrected in the current period.

4.3 Diagnostic Test

4.3.1 Normality Test

The normality test was done using the Jarque-Bera Normality test, which requires that for a series
to be normally distributed; the histogram should be bell-shaped and the Jarque-Bera statistics
would not be significant. This implies that the p-value given at the base of the normality test table
should be greater than the selected level of significance to accept the Null hypothesis, that the
series 1s normally distributed (Brooks, 2014).

5
Series: Residuals
Sample 2010 2019
4 Observations 10
Mean 2.19e-09
3 Median 638344.5
Maximum 26208359
Minimum -25693149
9. Std. Dev. 14944337
Skewness 0.035145
Kurtosis 2.614096
! Jarque-Bera 0.064109
Probability 0.968454
0

-2.0e+07 100.000 2.0e+07
Fig. 1: Normality Text
Source: E-views 9.0 version data output

4.3.2 CUSUM Tests of Stability
The stability test results are revealed in figure 2. The CUSUM test is the test used to check
stability within the model. The findings from the stability test confirm the evidence that the
model is stable. This is indicated by a movement of blue lines located within the critical lines
(two-red dotted lines) in the figures. Therefore, at significant level of 5%, the CUSUM stability
tests confirm the good performance of the model.
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2016 2017 2018 2019

| — CUSUM - 5% Significance |

Fig. 2: CUSUM Text
Source: E-views 9.0 version data output
4.3.3 Test for Heteroskedasticity and Serial Correlation LM Test

Table 8: Diagnostic Test

F-statistic Prob.
Serial Correlation LM Test 11.72407 0.0786
Heteroskedasticity Test 5.543738 0.0610

Source: Author’s Calculation employing E-Views 9 Software
In line with the classical linear regression assumption, the model was subjected to diagnostic
analysis of serial correlation LM test and heteroskedasticity test. The p-values of 0.0786 and
0.0610 for f-statistics of serial correlation LM test and heteroskedasticity test are insignificant at
a 5% level of significance. This implies that the model has no serial correlation LM test and
heteroskedasticity test problem.
4.4 Short Run OLS Relationship
In analyzing the short-run nexus between cashless policy and Profit before Tax of deposit money
banks, the OLS regression was applied and the result shown in Tables 9. The outputs were
interpreted using the coefficients of the individual variables, Adjusted R-square,f-statistic, and
Durbin Watson.
Table 9: OLS Regression: Profit before Tax and Cashless Policy
Dependent Variable: PBT
Dynamic regressors (0 lag, automatic): ATM POS MOBILE WEB
Fixed regressors: C

Variable Coefficient Std. Error t-Statistic Prob.*
PBT(-1) 0.985326 0.751520 1.311110 0.2600
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ATM -12349.92 13856.16 -0.891294 0.4231
POS 322637.8 100287.1 3.217142 0.0324
MOBILE -97518.54 55448.10 -1.758735 0.1534
WEB -952794.3 695290.4 -1.370354 0.2424
C 41717146 28007733 1.489487 0.2106
R-squared 0.990777 Mean dependent var 88269063
Adjusted R-squared 0.979248 S.D. dependent var 1.56E+08
S.E. of regression 22416506 Akaike info criterion 36.97220
Sum squared resid 2.01E+15 Schwarz criterion 37.15375
Log-likelihood -178.8610 Hannan-Quinn criter. 36.77304
F-statistic 85.93745 Durbin-Watson stat 2.642781
Prob(F-statistic) 0.000369

Source: Author’s Calculation employing E-Views 9 Software
Table 9 shows that ATM, MOBILE, and WEB have a negative and insignificant effect on profit
before tax of deposit money banks in India while POS has a positive and significant effect on
PBT. The constant parameter for the model is insignificant but positively related to profit before
tax. It has a positive coefficient of 41717146 implies that if all explanatory variables are held
constant in the short-run, profit before tax will increase by 41717146.
Meanwhile, the coefficient of multiple determinants (R?) showed a coefficient of 0.990777 =
0.99 which implies a 99% explanation of the behavior of Profit before Tax by the totality of the
explanatory variables: Automated Teller Machine, Point of Sale (POS) Terminal, Mobile
Banking, and Web Pay) on the short-run. The Adjusted R? further proves this with the adjusted
value of 0.979248 = 0.97 which implies that 97 percent explanation of the behaviour of profit
before tax by the totality of the explanatory variables with the remaining 3 percent behaviour
attributed to other variables outside the model otherwise referred to as the stochastic variables.
The F-statistic indicates that the model is well fit for the estimation because F-stat for the model
i1s 85.93745 1is greater than the F-critical value of 4.53 at a 95 percent significance level.
However, the Durbin Watson Statistic value of 2.642781 is symptomatic of autocorrelation. As a
result, the serial correlation test in table 8 shows that there is no autocorrelation problem in the
model and could be used for statistical inference like hypothesis testing and forecasting.
4.5 Granger Causality Test
Table 10 which is a Granger Causality test disclosed that there is a unidirectional/one-way causal
relationship between profit before tax and Cashless policy at a 5% level of significance.
Causality runs from profit before tax to point of sale (POS) terminal, mobile banking, and web
pay this shows that profitability can be the motivating factor for banks to adopt the cashless
policy of the government. The result also indicates that there is no causality between the
automated teller machine and profit before tax.
Table 10 Granger Causality Output for Cashless Policy and Profitability of DMBs

Null Hypothesis: Obs F-Statistic Prob.  Implication
ATM does not Granger Cause PBT 9 1.30001 0.3673 No
Causality
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PBT does not Granger Cause ATM 2.79058 0.1743 No
Causality
POS does not Granger Cause PBT 9 4.37358 0.0985 No
Causality
PBT does not Granger Cause POS 15.9818 0.0124 Causality
WEB does not Granger Cause PBT 9 4.71346 0.0887 No
Causality
PBT does not Granger Cause WEB 26.3682 0.0050 Causality
MOBILE does not Granger Cause PBT 9 3.81152 0.1184 No
Causality
PBT does not Granger Cause MOBILE 50.6861 0.0014 Causality

Source: Author’s Calculation employing E-Views 9 Software
5. SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND POLICY IMPLICATION
5.1 Summary and Conclusion
The research work shows that there is a long-run relationship between the cashless policy and the
profitability of deposit money banks in India. This indicates that in the long run cashless policy
will help improve the profitability of deposit money banks by providing efficiency and lower cost
of doing business in the country. The result of the short-run relationship revealed that cashless
policy has an insignificant and negative effect on the profitability deposit money banks in India.
The result is inconsistent with the findings of Agu and Agu (2020), Okafor (2020), Osazevbaru,
Sakpaide, and Ibubune (2014), Werigbelegha and Avery (2019), Ignoroje. and Okoroyibo (2020)
but in agreement with the study of Muotolu and Nwadialor (2019), Suberu, Afonja, Akande, and
Adeyinka (2015). The insignificant effect shows many factors limit the operation of a cashless
economy in the country. The cashless policy is all about the electronic payment system, India as
of today has the problem of epileptic power supply which means that banks have to spend more
money on power to keep their various branches and ATM in particular running. Equally, most of
the banks in India are concentrated in the urban areas while the rural areas that have more
illiterate and unbanked Indians have no access to electricity and good telecommunication
network. Illiteracy and poverty level in the country is high and that's why some Indians still
prefer cash economy, unlike the cashless economy. Again is the issue of fraud in the country due
to the high unemployment rate in the country many youths in the country has entered into what
we call yahoo yahoo or advance free fraud. Where they hack customers' bank accounts even
banks this tends to discourage people from going cashless in the economy. The issue of
Hushpuppi is a ideal example. It is estimated that 61% of Indians are unbanked due to limited
financial literacy and lack of financial infrastructure all these make India economy more of a
cash economy and tends to limit deposit money banks profitability.
5.2 Policy Implication
The introduction of cashless policy by the government was to reduce the use of cash in the
country, increased tax collections, and ensures greater financial inclusion, on the part of deposit
money banks it is expected to lower the cost of operations and increase banks profitability.
Nevertheless, the much-anticipated benefits to the economy and deposit money banks have not
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been realized as such the study makes the following recommendations. There is a need for banks
to provide banking services to all Indians especially those in the rural areas. Efforts should be
made by banks to capture the unbanked as the number of people excluded in the financial system
is still high in India. Banks should improve its financial infrastructure in the country. Modern and
effective infrastructure like ATMs, POS, and the internet should be provided and get up to 40%
of the Indian population. Power generation and distribution should be improved upon as no
electronic banking can take place without adequate power supply. Telecommunications
companies should improve their services by providing affordable, available, and fast internet
services to all Indians. Banks should embark on massive education to their customers on the
importance of the cashless policy and need to accept innovative products being offered to them.
Banks should set up appropriate security processes and use up to date programs to limit the
effects of fraud on their products.
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Abstract:

Simon De Beauvoir was a philosopher and lifelong companion of another popular philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre who
attempted to mobilize the existentialist concept of freedom for the ends of modern feminism. As an existentialist,
Beauvoir denied there was any essence of woman. She does not have her own identity. She is not able to create her
identity. Her identity is socially constructed. The patriarchy determines her essence and existence. She has been
constructed by man, by society which maintains ideological systems prescribing her subordination. This research
article is an attempt to explore the idea of woman in the backdrop of the revolutionary book The Second Sex and it
analyzes the existentialist philosophy as expressed by Simon De Beauvoir. The article also examines how the writer
strives to critically assess reasons behind marginalized position of woman in man dominated society. The author
does not argue hypothetically, but she utilizes the data from different disciplines of knowledge.

Key-Words: Existentialism, feminism, identity, patriarchy, subordination, marginalization...

Introduction:
Simone De Beauvoir was a French writer, intellectual, existentialist philosopher, and political
activist, feminist and social theorist. She has been an influential philosopher in the domain of
feminism and existentialism. She is one of the great names in French literary history. She was an
outstanding philosopher, novelist, short story writer, playwright and essayist, also publishing
travel writings, a brilliant and subversive treatise on old age, and several volumes of memoirs
which are among the best of her work on philosophy, politics, and social issues. She had behind
her an impressive list of publications, including three novels, The Woman Who Came to Stay,
1943, The Blood of Others, 1945, and All Men Are Mortal, 1946, one play, Useless Mouths,
1945, and three essays. She was very much well-known for her revolutionary treatise The Second
Sex, a detailed analysis of woman’s oppression. She was a precocious and intellectually curious
child. Her intellectual zeal was also nourished by her father who provided her with carefully
edited selections from the great works of literature and encouraged her to read and write from an
early age. She had been a deeply religious child as a result of her education and her mother’s
training; however, at the age of 14, she had a crisis of faith and decided definitively that there
was no God, she remained atheist until her death. Her education, deep reading and contemplative
disposition led her to get attracted towards the philosophy of existentialism. The existentialism
has roots in Denmark, France, Germany and Italy. Existentialism was the result of Hegelian
Rationalism, Industrial Revolution in Europe, economic and physical destruction caused by the
World War II, beginning of the cold war.
Defining Existentialism

Existentialism is a philosophical theory and it advocates the principle that people are free agents
who have control over their choices and actions. It offers freedom to each individual to define his
/her own meaning in life. This philosophy began with Soren Kierkegaard and Frederic Nietzsche
in the 19th century. In the 1940s and 1950s, the French existentialists such as Jean-Paul Sartre,
Albert Camus and Simon De Beauvoir popularized this philosophy through their fictional works
emphasizing the themes such as dread, boredom, and alienation, the absurd, freedom,
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commitment and nothingness. It is a protest against moral or physical determinism in regard to

man. While explaining the meaning of existentialism M. Natanson says:
“Existentialism emerges as a deeply felt concern with and for the
concrete reality of the individual; it is the existence that is vital, and it is
he who must define himself. It is no longer to lose oneself in the system
or hope to reveal existence by analytic procedures used in the
investigation of life of the cosmos. The individual as such, in his unique
subjectivity, in his personal existence, is at stake; and existentialism
holds that the essence of a person may not be revealed by reference to a
priori theory of man or any religious interpretation that speaks of man
prior to and apart from his actual existence.” (Natason:02)

Existentialism believes in the philosophy that existence is more important than essence. It offers
total freedom to a person to live a life on his own terms and disregard all the social and religious
obligations. Society must not interfere in individual’s life as it hampers the potential of person.
This philosophy takes strengths and weaknesses of person. It points out that an individual is
dominated by God, Society, nature and one’s own perceptions. It demands that man must discard
all the restrictions imposed upon him and seek freedom which the soul of life. Marjorie Grene
has rightly pointed out:

“... if man has once become aware that in his forlornness he imposes

values, he can no longer want but one thing, and that is freedom, as the

basis of all values.... The ultimate meaning of the acts of honest men is

the quest for freedom as such.” (Grene: 53-54)
The post-war years found a very diverse coterie of writers and artists linked under the term
Dostoevsky, Ibsen and Katka and Jean Genet Andre Gide, Andre Malraux Samuel Beckett, Knut
Hamsun Ionesco produced their literary works under the influence of existentialism. Simon De
Beauvoir is not an exception to this.
Discussion: The Second Sex as an Existentialist Discourse
Published in 1949, The Second Sex was a work that was simultaneously scholarly and accessible,
diverse and open. It was the foundational work for women’s studies and contemporary feminism,
and it forms the basis for the very existence, thinking, and personal commitment of many
women. Throughout the text the writer draws heavily on existentialism. The writer reinterprets
the philosophy of existentialism in the book The Second Sex. The Second Sex is the result of
existentialism. Simon De Beauvoir’s association with Sartre gave her idea to produce this path
breaking treatise. It is generally considered as the practical application of existentialism. Simon
De Beauvoir was a philosopher and lifelong companion of another popular philosopher Jean-Paul
Sartre who attempted to mobilize the existentialist concept of freedom for the ends of modern
feminism. As an existentialist, Beauvoir denied there was any essence of woman. She does not
have her own identity. She is not able to create her identity. Her identity is socially constructed.
According to Beauvoir:
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Thus, the passivity that essentially characterizes the “feminine” woman

is a trait that develops in her earliest years. But it is false to claim that

therein lies a biological given; in fact, it is a destiny imposed on herby

her teachers and by society.( Beauvoir:293)
The patriarchy determines her essence and existence. She has been constructed by man, by
society which maintains ideological systems prescribing her subordination. The Second Sex, with
its theme of woman as the other, marks a radical departure even from Beauvoir's other post-war
texts. Personal relationships are center stage, but the personal has been re-conceived as political.
Women are not simply free individuals, but members of an oppressed caste, defined as inferior
by religion and science; socialized to a psychological dependency on men; and restricted in their
political and economic activities by laws and social convention. Employing a sophisticated
critique of Freudian determinism and Marxist economic reductionism, Beauvoir defines a radical
feminist position, arguing that women must unite in a political struggle to overcome their
oppression. For an existentialists, it is the individual not society that determines and is
responsible for the meaning of their own life. Simon De Beauvoir takes existentialist philosophy
and transforms it into a discourse on feminism, racism and motherhood. Existentialism is
concerned with understanding human purpose in life, and posits that this purpose lies in
"transcending" what is given and natural. One of the central assumptions of existentialism is that
there is no God, which means that humans define and are defined by one another, as opposed to
some kind of divine purpose. In other words, there is no single "subject," but rather everyone can
be either subject or object depending on their social position. Beauvoir explains that women have
always been defined by men and men have always viewed women as outside of society. Thus,
women have always remained other or an object, no matter what kinds of societal rights they
might have been given. Part of the reason for man's ability and desire to dominate lies in their
physical superiority. According to existentialist philosophy, humans tend to want to dominate,
control, and create the world. However, according to de Beauvoir, it is men who were able to do
this at woman's expense because of their physical and social advantages. Sartre’s existentialism
had a very deep impact on the creation of the Second Sex. Simone de Beauvoir followed the
footsteps of Sartre. Sartre believed that the author or the artist must always create with the hope
of changing social order. Beauvoir wrote The Second Sex to dismantle all the social-cultural
wrong notions about woman. She advocated total freedom to woman in deciding her position in
society. Existentialist philosophers believe that philosophy should emphasize the individual
human experience of the world. This philosophy hinted at the bankruptcy of traditional
philosophy and in particular the philosophy of enlightenment. The enlightenment philosophy had
put its faith in the idea of reason and rationality hold the answer to all of humanity’s problems.
Simon De Beauvoir has brilliantly discoursed about woman and looked at her from existentialist
point of view. It is man who decides and defines eternal feminine. Woman has been made
voiceless. She has been a doll at the hand of man. Society being male dominated has given all the
societal rights to man to decide the destiny of woman. Beauvoir has discussed the systematic
process of marginalization of woman at the hand of man. She opines:
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The whole of feminine history has been man made. Just as in America

there is no Negro problem, but rather a white problem; just as in anti-

Semitism is not a Jewish problem, it is our problem; so the woman

problem has always been a man problem. (Beauvoir: 265)
She advocates freedom of woman in society. She is against all the restrictions imposed upon
woman down the centuries. Woman must have economic, political and social forms of freedom
which is the base of existentialism. All the cultures in the world kept woman inferior, basically
woman is not inferior it is man who is inferior. Not only woman but every human being is free to
live life according to his or her choice. Beauvoir applies existentialist philosophy to deconstruct
patriarchy as it has subordinated the position of woman across the world. Woman has been
deprived of her natural laws. She has been made just a commodity who does not have her own
identity. Beauvoir asserts:

One is not born, but rather becomes woman. No biological, psyche, or

economic destiny defines the figure that the human female takes on in

society; it is civilization as a whole that elaborates this intermediary

product between the male and the eunuch that is called

feminine.(Beauvoir: 283)
This is the central claim of Beauvoir in The Second Sex. She does not believe that
womanhood is defined by biology, religion, or psychoanalysis. Instead, she believes
that societal values lead us to define woman. Femininity is the construction of
civilization. The existentialist philosophy which underpins all her writings, according
to which individuals create society and to assume anything as a given is bad faith; and
on the other hand the belief that femininity in our society is not a natural phenomenon
but a social construct. A woman learns her role from man woman is not born passive,
secondary and nonessential, but all the forces in the external world have conspired to
make her so. Destiny is a cosmic force but a human choice, the result of culture and
circumstance. This is the prime concern of existentialism to expose the dichotomies in
traditional philosophies which have caused huge damage to one section of society and
privileges other one on the basis of gender, color, caste, creed and religion. It
interrogates certain set of societal rules and norms. In the same way Beauvoir
challenges traditional mentality and dismantles such one sided notions which breed
inhumanity in the world.
Conclusion
This clearly shows that Beauvoir was a great scholar and existential acknowledged philosopher
who challenged many illogical socio-cultural norms. She contributed to the fields of ethics,
politics, existentialism, phenomenology and feminist and her thought provoking, path breaking
thoughts revolutionized the thinking patterns of the world. She detailed her phenomenological
and existential critique of the philosophical status quo in her 1946 essay Literature and the
Metaphysical Essay, and her 1965 and 1966 essays Que Peut la Littérature? and Mon Expérience
d’écrivain. Her goal was, in the existentialist terms that she adopted in all her writings, to
investigate why woman is seen as different from man, not man as different from woman. She
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represents the inessential in relation to the essential. She interrogates the traditional notion that
why he is subject, the absolute; she is the other. Traditional philosophers deliberately keep the
woman at margin as it happens in Indian context that a particular caste enjoys certain privileges
while others are not considered to be human beings. Beauvoir had been highly influenced by
Sartrean existentialist approach that interrogates inhuman traditions in relation to woman
throughout the world. She was associated with a study group in philosophy which opened up a
new world of ideas to her, that of existentialism. Jean-Paul Sartre, Raymond Aron, Maurice
Merleau-Ponty and Jacques Nizan were her companions who later became existentialist
philosophers. The same Beauvoirean approach can be used to dismantle caste hierarchy in India.
She used it for the woman across all the cultures.
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T H g T Fe] BT & Fifh ATBIRIT TS Hed-l IVl Ud HIaNR & R 3iad
P AHINTD, ISTHIOd T e SMbl & Y HRal & | b oid T HaldrR AT g1
T & | AEfcrd AW—Nell BT JART AFG™ Hoi, georel iR AR @ ufhar @l
S & foU xar 21 g9 TdR & SJAR—"8% dlell 3R |T8T &1 U ST a1 8Kl & |
DTG AT W 98 dMhdaR & Rifdh T BTG & SH—od & 41 I8 I9d FdeR
DI WINT T | SADT UAT AT, D! AU A, ITdb] AU URART AR ITd] ATl AR
SHPT & dIell H SUST A%l Bl & | BT BRUT 2 b BTG BollbR d HdIg dleld & ol
T YT BISd = |2

BRI & oid MRl # fIyg IFT-—IFIfal @ oen &k 81 21 BwiNre &
BT IS T TR § 71g WA & forg a1 79 97 oxa forg 95 v =18 ol
I8 I MR &1 ¥l USTET SR & TRE WER & Bl g3l STd Ho A He sl © [Hel
BHET DI Aol IR SABT TINTHS WY & dl Yell 8 | FN & T8l Yefl gsaml &l
TSI, Aol ST Bl o] TI<l, TRRT DT WRSRT g9 © | BT TR TP BRI
ge # TR HRal © [fe-dE § 98 T BT w3l @ aRifhal Bl wee B B forg dRar
2 IT AT &1 IR BT GevT odl & AT Udhe Bl © dlics TP Y I WK PR & o el
T | AP TR TS 39 ISR & Ngd T da) AHsial IR 304 avIfad SifFa vd T+
Yefl | TYBI BT 39 PR B ST 2 |

BRG] AMBITRIT TRIG 30T Ufa # 9 991 AR iR fAgial & WeR 8l
FHAT B gadHE | S I U TRm e, IfEivd: ftfed € iR T & ST ®El
JTHH HT e ur fsar @ R f S iffma & SoTd faeerer o1 7, 39 91 Bl
fagam WaR axd €| ol & 39 FABGRI DI A BT 19 78l 8, offhd e “Rag
ST 3t P &1 fade fhar 8, 98 3° 989 99 I UK © | ATHIRT TG e
IR B T T deror g, ol H S |l BT i WRIR, g TR dlqd e o
IR BT 8 | STd ol TRl TP T BRa—dbRd bl aRa &l eonR & frw S o e 2,
q9 M6 & BRI-IR, 3IRY, ¥d, Jd, &N TCA o 9941 & | 849 TR BT dl o a R I
I fbh] 9 & 9 Hed © [b—"Hs IR A1 <@ WAl & Y9E q AN IS
AIg—aHIf § uga ot 2173

A, I SR AT TAT BT TIANT ATBITRIT B UK BT AR 1 3ffde  ywrasTedt
g9 BT BRI BRAT 8 | ATHIRIT B T Vofl IRERTFIT Il © 1 Udd TR &1 IE—TAT
JTTT—3TelT BN & | a1y I3 & YT i # ifrard 8t 21 ale arqy I3 &1 aree
oYy o 9 Aefia, TRm 9@ & AR Ud gwE @ 9eM @ forg gar €, §p fgad
drmRel # argy WG BT @RId TR 70 § W TS AR I B b IHDBI BT ThA
BT TAT UG YR B BT Hbd HY AT § IR Y Al $HD H8cd DI Blg Al FADBR
TE FR UIr & [T 3R Ted WR Harg & ¥Rl H ol YeT FHRd 8| IR Tepil # T ek
eIetd DI Al WAl B ThIIEe, dlsl HI <l &I ufcra U1 &-d & | fauy Fkqei, ual,
FEIIT & Y ST T—3TeT UHR & d1gd JAT &7 FIANT BT 8, W ald TN # argy
I3 B IuRAfY Srfard B 7 |
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T U a1l I3 § RO R SR det M B § 7 ST Gsdr H DT TANT e | Bl
31 RET & [BHI—FT a1 dearl &1 3l & dRT & JRIT Sl & | SRl &1 DU el oSt
IR frBRT 8 S AR TR ST TTRIRT BT e JHTasTell ST § | 39 UBR | Tl &
TRIRT GIRATenail S JMTasTelt a9 @ forg fvam ST 2 |

BXTS] ATBIRIBI H 3 & URIg Ul SII—¥ReN, ¥RaH, Usari 3R 9g—gRIo
MM & U BT IR T B UKD B © | Ab TRIT & HADBR MG H I8d 8 | BIRIG
@ U SOdl SR, WU, TS A TRF B ARIH B YA Siaaar_eRd § | 3
DATDR AT YK B QR WReN, WH, gAA, SIUsl, SIeT, ARD d<l, THA bl e &
IRT IR I Frol Sfia TR &1 gRY | 3fd dF dfedd o ofd & Ud el of 3/ H
JMHAATT PR ofd B | AGIRIGR Siad & FaxTl TN F AFaTel T AL AT Hed=T B
T & TRIR & da R RE [axd BT R BRAl © ol UMl Bl 9I™ " S
el AT 91 drad a¢ U H Fied diR SR g IF BT Ui 99 9T 8, |ual 9ROl
U ¥ g8 &0 H SRER] UK & AWM H 91 il g8 I g% &0 H GYdl & ol T
3R eRfled gU W 9T § M &1 SN BT ST HRd §U TSl BT §RAM &R a2 | oA
g & AT B T H ST, UTTR TH & HUF & — Aol 918 BedgIe & 1d s Bl g1
2 SN dAlparey & Wi A1, a6 8 S Udh A1 Ua—uel uRdafid gRay # IS T @
T B, Ul 8, dluar gfear Shudl 2, uref @ 9 WEeRT 8, G & R B, T o Ty o
2, TSIl WRe 2| Uredl &1 FART Jad DU B FGRIT & o 98 o 98 faRkar S
DI FAT HAT B SHfdd GiHAT 2 |4 Aol 918 31T UesH, ¥ Td Uid Fdre- & AT 8l
1 {7 IR TER & ARIH | W UHR B AGF BT @ BT 8 | ol Ui BT AT HodT
@ AR U AIHROT B DI, ST R A BT Bl <l o |

AETYSNT B ABITRIT H ¢ BT ARY0T IRy Ufrafd 81T & | dax g, d&l a8 i
IRT e S WIRHNE & b 81 &8 I Pl A o9 fow 8 s9@T I & wal 9l BT 8
AT T I ZDT JARFEIAT FHRAT 2 | A A B & | W=l M<led & 999 & dRI &
IRAT TR 3D ARG o T8 2 | 819 TdR HEd o— BRI & Al & beAlbRI
0 g9 S—9S Ha WR fA@reR argdre] ocl © | AR T B & $9 31U ANl db w=d
A B IF BT UHAT DY U g | BT BRUT & & A Sffar & ford sfemar g1 AT
I 81 fa=R & S €1 Hare &1 ArgH B B 175
frsepe

BXTE] TR b AR IRAR HIRI BT T B & HRY IHd! fafteeamsii &1
HEol B iR el 2, O S SR sHa! Mfaferd faffsedr +f g1 g2t & ¥l ada
U B, 31 39 99E AP Alfecd & Wad AMYFeH A Sias § Wee aReferd sl & |

fUBel f9—u=dg ol ¥ BCAIE & HATBRI Bl f[Aqul ¥ garar o7 &1 &, 9T &l
ART BT ARGAH A BTG & HADRI Bl AT B ST X&T 8| ABIRT Td SATBITRIT
HATBRI DI ATBUIA g1 ST BT & Sfdidh BT HABRI B BTGl & A gasd
AT AT B 81 2, Wfdh g7 IRl &1 IR BaiTe Rrad wRA™ 8 781 fady & siran
TS T H T RE B | TUBT VP B @™ © AR g8 ¢ Y SR W 'dE quaR
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JEATTAT:-

HETTE &f §qi=l AgT&Ti=! HT g, HgTIgTaT e 0¥ §q AT Agr{aT
ATHS AT, HAT=AT ATOT FETEAT=aT =TT AgTg 995 ATAT g, T99 HgIg«l Uh
JATHH ATTAT ATHAT g, AP HATHT TSATAT TET TG AT AT A SErodr=T

AT STETEAT T Taed o ATl ATgrd a¥ AT THTSTAr AT ATATLAT, TEl TLILT AT

FEITE gl FeAl. STA, T, AT, ATES ATHEH THTSTH HALST FLd FLdH SIGATA 3ol
HTATATH HH HATT hel. FgUA HAT=AT JeaaAT=T=T HgRIgr=aT Sdid "=l a1el g 8
Fgeol T ATa SO ATal. € ATohd e 8 ATHed, §q UHATS, §q ATaL, §q THIH, |9
FAIE, §F AR, T SAATATS, §F ATGTHST, T ATSHATIT, A TILATRIRT, THEH STSHISA
HETTS, TPHET THSTS(T HSIIST ScATal Hai T AT e g, AT §q AT U THE |
RUST TZET THS IS HgITST gid. TPHT qhersil HgIITSl AT AT, qHTST, a7 397
ATAFRTIAF ST GIOATHATST ATl YU ST TUITAT AT AT YO AT g AT FRararei
=T FEATITHTST A9 FIOTL AT T AT THIT Agd’ g1 THHAAT [@=F1E qHTST 32
FIOME ATAGATATET T FZUMST TP ThE ST HBIIIST g1, TR AT T JATIA S0 FHTSA AT
SEATAT TART AT FISAT SATTOT AATTLTH TTHIOT FHTSTS( AT SLTHT SATCHT 3 TH T T
T=AT ITATHES, TRATHETT S9THT IRl TSAT AT BT LA FIEHIT THIT ST THTSTAT SIBH
JAAUIT FTH TTHT THEISIT AT AAT e, ITBTETgd ATLGAT TeaTd qEI= FgUrl,
ETLAT, HTAEAT SATTOT TSAAT AT el S8 e TgHa qahe St Agers g
SIECRITED

TPHET THSIST HEIS =T 5w/ 30 T 1909 TSt ATe Faord Aasiara
ST SregTdie JTaetl IT SIS ATETd ATAT afedi= 979 SISl 16 TZWg a¥ e
AT A(@TadT gid. deid IaLHATrETsr =T SHaarT o [BTAT AT FLd qqd < s
THUEIEU FT A TPHA JHESSIT HESIH SFHATT g /IO g, |0 g 919 |4d
AT HETST (AT S gid 9 avde™ A& STEaisil AgISl g AT+ & grd. Ao
T FOreAvT FHEH U AT del 919 AT 94ad g [ A0ATErS] AT avEs, ATt o
FTGLATSITL ST e TEHTOT THAT FITAT ANTAT ATHS AT AT A0 AT TS oaeh
T ATET IO oA FOATAT G& STAGATAA ANTAT. THA ATSTAL A0, HSAT B, FHIMTH]
AT FT, Tohale 0T, SATHTH 0T, TSI F207, F4id TIg0T TH ATHT F& HIOheT grd. HTTorehel

JTATO FTAT FEATAT T ST @il G=qdl fOasterd gqadl a1 Higa (el av
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TSl TTATd THETHT G ATAbIRIAa T TSl gid o AT 9ad Fd d ThRdriia]

A FAA AT ATABIRIABIHRT AT AT=ATITHA ATORAT ALATICHS ATATAT B AT,
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AT FTATOM SATSHIST HETETSIT=AT HZATaTd ATRedTHd ATHAT AREHTATAT ATHTShAH ]
R ATt & gt a9 Berell. UHaT Ho@iad! ATl H3h SISt HEISi=aT ST

FTEE AT TTAT AAT dogT ATSHIST HGTITS AT ATIOH=AT JISTHES AR e Hiad o

HTTOTRAT ST ST g0 T ANTS AL T g A7d {0 989 'THeAT g 919 T Arer
T I A9 I¥g AT, ATOERAT STAYOTaS FTAEAT g8 giar AT 0=aT FTed TH0ATH
ATSATA HEHT THSAT I HLd. FEUMS AT THUATHT TITHTHIAT AR Il ATH T FHoqar
ATSRIS(T HETLTSIIAT BIcT FUAA HTAT ATTORAT AT TAVATH TICATI G hel AT ATA ST
AT 'THSATETE Fg0l' AT T THAT Hied A e AT [AuATEad e SAIeai|r Jve HiTo

1921 HTAT oTqTUT ATSHIST AZTATS THTLET AT ATSHIST AT TT=aT ST0ATH
THSISHAT GT AIST GFHT TEqAT A Sad1d TR Tt AT ATATHE AT AR AT
AATEAao THSISIl GTqTdT Il F T TS [Agar 2949 Jqel a2 TedT=Ha< {eiereh qrar
I T=aT FeledT Fa=T AEe STEIATHHIT S ATTAT HIT ATATAT SATI0TET TaT FTAT &l Togl
HATT AT ATAT F TIT qHS ISt ATTATAT AT, ATAAAT T ASAT=AT ATHTATT & Hhed
T T Flgl THT qogd Adel aIT=AT AGTAT TUT TTHCH SHTATT SATSd AT ATEAT & hetl F

GI=aT GTe TSI T & | & heAT. STTaF 0T (e TEamT o =T FSie 0T

Tl T AT=AT ASATT TATAT gIed AT A 'Tqarar g AR q@he IS 41 adraT g
AT Marearaar a3 @i UHT fferhd sraeft qef araraia 2o UH Higa=a1
TRMOATA&EA ATTEA AATGA o FEATAT a0 g7 TSI gaararay A1ar g1 Ao g

T FaaTaT forEd gl AT SATHT TS AT SFT=a1aY S a7 STEiavar=T JroaoT

THSISIT HELSTAT HeAT & JHS IS Frars(i= HY00 AT § AT ATOTH=AT FZrefedr

T AT, TTF THETAT ASTUNAT ATAT THIY. ST AN G372 AT AT FeATOMHT

HIFAT IeATATET AT "readr ATl g gt /v =77, 'agoq {arg ags+ g@r’ a1 qirehgd

TATAT ATTe T hel STIT AT AT TPHEATH 11 AFa¥ 1968 HTAT ST AT,

TTEHET qhSTS(T HETATSl TT=a7 ATaT e el ForEar arg. Jratas foreqorgt qor =7
AT THSIST HEITSIAT A3t o BE 99T e o ARl Forell oy, arerd f9reqvr =
FAATATITAS HTAT HTATHAAT FLOATAT AEE Al AT [& FEATT TATAL 3134 T TS
TIEIET FHTT ATAr. TTaATaIs AT fcasmiar arsrae o79ft Arfgcasar =1 ¥ Sreard
rfarer stem fAroaTae T sET A= "iedr e, AT 9o d 9T AT AT e
9Tt AT TTgET THS S HSTITST FTUIT il STAd. ATTAT dretl Fefl STETAT ATaTad o Fgorard -

A AHSHT AT | AT THSTAT ATTAT FTAT ||
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TPHATHAT TAHIRT TSI, T, ATCHEHAT, AT IT HTLAHTQH e, TgHT qhHe IS Hgrrsii= 1
THE TTHIET [ STHT 372

1) TAIATT

2) 3frar y| e

3) ATHETI ITHT TH1E

4) fararg g5t

5) feaareg

6) TSI ASATaAT

7) ATHIET

8) ATCHIHATT

9) =TT

10) Strawreara

11) FEL T L@ (AT 1 T 91T 2)

12) BT STTT 13T

13) wifafao

14) =it sresRaT

15) SITHA THTA
TTET THS IS AZTUSA freqoriereas fa=m -

afe® wreraed Ffrg aeriqeas foreor a=ifed sraea e ot au fereor sy

TS TS af=raq ATRAT AT T ATAT AT TFAT FqT THLHAT gal AT THS IS
WETITST FEUTdTd -

T 1T 07 | ST FelT HTHTE AZAT || Eqh qTS FwfeAgl | ATH AT T FHIo ||
7 forearome AqsATAr A-aE-Har Wedr, AqsETer Siad SeITaet rer aerer
SELAATETHTET T Eel S{aw SvATETST SATHT Had 2id o 9G¥ [0 g, Fas qTsidy Fed
Flelgl STANT BIOMT ATel HAROSr™ [AAT g TARMHI 3G, HIOT=ATEl HIETA ATl STET
fererurtarors gt = TgEdi|r qiedr g, ATASHTY TgEAiHl SN fareuay
Afe Y TaoraT grar HTeor St (e FITeaJTHT 2Id g TS|l ATq AHA TS
AT ST AT STeTeT oo Ired qrahermeT= foreqor, qursr foreqor, =it foreqor, Fefi
forerur, Tgforeror, Trgrr foreqor saTal forerum=T sienRe ferequa |wTaer FXoATay AT AT
foreT ZraT. e =T gy ARt ATHT fErararavdt stfere 9 grar ¥gue arHir Sfa qEt 993
FLOATATST TATAT SR A0 Tgdi=T [EEnte Hdal. =1 A gl & JTHisgA
TPAYFHT ATSATA FIOMTLL SIct. THA AT FHTT ATHIAT T AT TRl =T AThd THT
TTPHATT a7 ZIar. T8 TgHATAT aTel [QTAVTATEA 3¢ AT qar TentT ool g o
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ABIAeAT T qoet el | e = ||
FTATINEAT HqA L ATAT TEI SHAATT AT BIUTT ATl SHAATAA AT ASHAUIAT FHATIT Fie
TOATHT GHAT g AT AT FgUA ATTRT (007 g FTARIAT SATIATE g TeA ST aI7d
TTAT FHIT TTH ATAT Tl ATAT ¢ T AT dl Flglal He AR ATgl har AT

TS FTHT IO AT AT STATAAVTETET TZET =TT ATSaTd. STt AgTaaoTI A=
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TR HERTT QUL AIGSIA Slgd LU cgld dleten Sd=4] HIdl= 1Y 31'@( "II‘I?("h Slgd +5Y1
TTgHT FEUTAT -

AT FTFBAT FBATATST | AT T, T ig, Forarsit ||
FarerdT Tehed et JTSit | SRl FTe ||

AT &f AR aTeAh ol SATAT T ATTAL, TAGATT ST AT TAATST HGTITST A, FgUA
AT AT FERTL TTAHIAT AT TR 07 TS Mg, A o IATH ATELT TH AN oS
TR ST TarsaTe TTEEAET graT Fgu ATaa T« qga-r sreft ot fawior gror sraeas ae.
TIETadd Tged Jiad dATeld ¥ WM aTAhi=ar {Ueum=r 1 Feral g foreqom=t
STATIRTLT BATAT FHIL0T dTeleh TFTAT ATAT A<l Sgd ATHes ATAT (207 07 TPTH FIH g 379
AT ATed. ATTUEH A Iqrequ, s foreqor, eraieaas foreor sufor wie forsom=m ehre
e TAEAV ST HeTHT =T =T Jiedr e,
TFET THe S AGIUS A A awaa =T -

ETTETAT =l UI<T ATg. 96 AT+ AW o= TaTeT S H0TH Hd el AT
TUT TRTEALH ST AT T AT TeAHRTAT LY AT AT FTaam TS 3T&
ATTUTH FGUIAT AT ATal. AT TPHT THSSIT HSIISIIAT ATTAT ATIOTAH, ASTHIGA  SATTor
TAAATIA TP Sh FHEd TNl (AT FXOITH FTF hel, TG HaT g G S HaT g a7
qAT TTgET 2. AT HaT Hgiag a9 AT AIeAT SHadardl areard &l 6k eqq:arst
ST STUATIAT SACETat SHad STl AT 96T gid. Fgureid qaidT ST =T qaeATdl
SaAtaTT® grET ATAT SRIOATT gral. AUHE, ATTA9e, FUHE, ST RIOTATS! TH1AT 9 7
HTHAT o FZOTdTd -

qaeh TorT gar g #ie 7 gamT
AT HAAATAT AHAAAT FIOFRT ATATHES gIAT. S A% od A g9 FTAT eaT F:ard
TATE T AATSUF Feed AT SATAZ=AT GTed Aleard 90T T ALOT=AT Aig defrargfa=dt
T U - "Hied ATgl REEr qraet IR MATErE! 97 s @il a3 =y 941 g
AT = @Y AT g T ATHT HaT FodTd THAY Hadl 9 o STHI9 Jhrdrd. S e

TAT-3T4T S-330 ATHET A SATgd AT ATAAT=AT [ATATST Flalal Hid Algid AT Tged
wRurard - 'wiew "@few # gHar § afger Far w TG e AT Hre-qeht 7T qegdt
JTUAT ATHT TAHAAT Aged (aol. TgHar=T reorayas F=me ofor staqteuas T=w 7
eheaT Gae g FEOT @1d [AA g A SuATHT T FAT g A8 AT dTed T o
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HATAT FoRaTeAT 91T FdAT | ATReT e tsT oo ||
=T ATATG TRl ST | TH T FOreqoy ||

freqor SqeaTHaY Ul IYOATHT UE qE FAT ATSAT SR AU eI I q9d AT F
AT freqora e forerorm=n siawta war a% ATar afesd FToara wieed 9Td
e T TTHATAT ATed.THH AT Tl TLIT THS 7Y FHed THATATANA AT TATAT AT
FTATT THTATL HAAT AT, TATHT AT ol FTerar | qT T SATTAT FTHATHHT |
TTE= AT =T | gET staq grs ||
STHae ST SIEATHT FATAT ATed TEd ol SaTdT q¢f TbT [GdTT ATedTaT 3d 9 gled a0
ST SATIAT Fds TH g AT AATH . IT AATATIT db1= ATgL TS ITIgsl q4F ATl ST
ATFGT BI3 T ST AT AT ATee Fel TLALTHES [THeA AT ATAT ALTTAT 31 2.
LTI ST AT @I AATH GO SUATH HTd TFHATAT ohel 3.
TTET TH IS ARSI aiEawdi= = -

TTEHATHT JTHR(T=AT ATAHTAT HEATATT Aigaradl’ a7 AqoArard Faiaed=
Aol =TT AETATAAT 2A<h el ATgd. TPHATT A TAT [EITEHTT JH 38 Tded ATgl a<

TEITSHTO (AT SE e AT [T arigst. ST g STadr T899 qaaT g (=1 qaistior

IRmEmETST TreAuT=T Aaia TS oy o) o T, RIS (Sai=r o= Ieare aF T
e T T FITAT -
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Unveiling Various Dimensions of Violence in Shashi
Tharoor’s “Riot”

Dr. Pramod R. Jaware (8779822308/9960250919)
Asst. Prof., Post Graduate Teaching Department of English,
Gondwana University, Gadchiroli prjaware@gmail.com

Abstract:

The research paper explores the multifaceted nature of violence in Shashi Tharoor’s “Riot”
encompassing communal, economic, sexual, domestic, emotional, verbal and cultural
dimensions. However, It leaves up to the reader to contemplate solutions to the issues underlying
the various forms of violence.

Keywords: Economical violence, verbal violence, domestic violence, emotional or psychological
violence, cultural violence.

The novel “Riot” by Shashi Tharoor, shows violence in abundance. It revolves around the
characters who are either victims or involved in one or the other sort of violence. In the novel, all
sorts of violence is witnessed such as verbal, domestic, emotional or psychological, economic
and cultural. In fact, communalism has taken its vociferous form across the Globe and India too
has never been an exception in this regard. In fact, it has been a great human-made menace to
humanity across the globe making the whole humanity restless worldwide.

Zalilgarh suffered a major setback on 6 December 1992, the black day when Babri Masjid
was demolished by Hindu fundamentalists. In the backdrop of this incident, Zalilgarh suffered
large-scale communal violence. The very integrity of the nation was threatened. The guiding
principles of the Indian constitution were violated, a place of worship was desecrated and
handfuls of Hindu fundamentalists assumed the role of dictators and took the nation back into the
dark ages. The massacre and the genocide that followed the pogram of 6" December were very
threatening for the nation.

In fact, the year 1989 witnessed a twist in Indian history. A major political party in India
had declared reclaiming the site of the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya for the Hindus to build a Ram
temple, as a campaign issue. The ongoing debate that the site of the 1th century mosque was
actually Ram Janmabhoomi -the birthplace of Ram, caused communal riots to flare all over India.
Gurinder Singh, is a Sikh Cop whose sole mission is to control the riots no matter what the cost
would be. The reader is engulfed headlong into the riot. The violence is generated by the socially
constructed relations between two communities through a controversial issue of Ram Mandir in
Ayodhya. Tharoor explores the institutionalized ideologies of both the communities through the
riot. A rioter is a transgressor who exerts resistance to a system of social order. But the necessity
to transgression is created or encouraged by the authorities who sanction social control. The
nation-state involves apparatuses and institutions which collectively contribute to a riot. The
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police work to suppress it to their best capacity. As the curfew is imposed, places of worship are
desecrated and the officers in charge ensure that they are built overnight to avoid further
communal flare-ups the next morning, bodies are cremated with only the close family

present to avoid public outcry and add more fuel to the riot.

Most importantly Lakshman, an Oscar Wilde quoting district administrator believes in the
futility of Ram Mandir cause. He captures the essence of the whole show and tries to maintain
harmony knowing that he is fighting a lost battle:

But who owns India's history? Are there my history and his and his
history about my history? This is, in many ways, what this whole
Ram Janamabhoomi agitation is about- about the reclaiming of
history by those who feel that they were, at one point, written out
of the script. But can they write a new history without doing
violence to the inheritors of the old?

At another point, he says that "They (Hindus) want revenge against history, but they do
not realize that history is its own revenge" (His views remind us of the last lines of Matthew
Arnold's Dover Beach:

The world, which seems, To lie before us like a land of dreams, So
various, so beautiful, so new, Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor
light, Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain, And we are here
as on a darkling plain Swept with confused alarms of struggle and
flight.. Where ignorant armies clash by night."

He fails to understand what sort of pride they expect when they proclaim 'garv se Kaho
Hum Hindu Hai. Laxman too feels proud of being Hindu, but not this kind of Hindu who is
obsessed by bricks and temples. He places an image of true Hinduism, by taking pride in its
diversity, in its openness and in religious freedom. He perceives sympathetically the way in
which the Hindus are treated with double standards under the name of secularism but stick to the
traditional dogmas of openness leading him towards a 'true path."

The intense Hindu zeal of Ram Charan Gupta surprises us and raises a question of where
the country will be leading. The aggressive defense of the Muslim community has added more
problems to the existing situation. The Hindu dogmas that Laxman expresses are on the verge of
becoming extinct. What India needs now is this kind' secularism' that Laxman accepts. These
classes of ideals have led to chaos in the country. The reverberations of these are clearly visible
in the society. The widening rift between these two communities is a major cause in creating
social instability. Tharoor is more concerned about this for he finds it odd that when the world is
moving towards globalization, he finds this country struggling to solve these crises.

The death of an American social worker Priscilla Hart is the result of the sectarian
violence in the wake of Babri Masjid agitation amid several questions in one's mind such as who
killed twenty-four-year-old Priscilla Hart? An embassy spokesman suggested: "No other
foreigner has died in the sectarian violence that has killed several hundred Indians in the last
three weeks, and Ms. Hart may simply have been in the wrong place at the wrong time" (56)
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Economic violence is seen in the sub-plot of Rudyard with Katherine Hart revisits India
after a span of twelve years, the only way to overcome the grief over their daughter's violent
death is to confront it. Once, Rudyard Hart had come to India as a marketing Director to revive
the sale of Coca Cola in the year 1977, when the country was still in the state of emergency
proclaimed by the Prime Minister in mid-1975. Rudyard exposes the emergency and post-
emergency era. His parents were missionaries who had been to India. He was named after
Rudyard Kipling, he grew up with an abiding dream of visiting India. His services in the multi-
national corporation, Coca-cola offers him a chance to fulfill his dream. He arrived in India in
early January when the Government was making all the right noises about opening up the
economy to foreign investment. He had come to India to win it with his coke. He had thought
that with a new strategy he could definitely increase the sale of Coca Cola. He has a conservative
estimate of a Coke for a week, per middle class Indian, which he thought is not impossible. His
colleague Kisan Mehta makes him aware of a law passed recently -FERA, Foreign Exchange
Regulation Act, which governs the activities of the companies involved in international trade.
Under the provision of this law, the foreign companies doing the business in India have to
reapprove their registration. They had applied for it in a country obsessed with forms and
procedures. While their case was pending, an anti-Coke wave emerged in the country. In a
bizarre attack, Coke was accused of looting the country, destroying the health of Indians. George
Fernandes opposed it vehemently for he thought clean drinking water is more essential than
Coke. To add more to the troubles of Coke, Mrs. Gandhi declares election and is defeated. A
coalition Government wherein Mr. George Fernandes was the Minister for Industry replaced
Congress Government. Rudyard remembers him not as a minister for Industry but as a
minister against industry.

Coke was the first to receive trouble for, it was asked to release its secret formula to the
authorities as the price for its business in India. When Coke refused, their long pending
application under the tedious 29th of FERA was rejected and they were asked to quit India. This
political controversy, surprises Rudyard that in a country in spite of hundreds of unresolved
problems, the members of the parliament devoted their time in attacking Coca Cola. This is a
great blow to Rudyard who comes all the way long dragging his family, just to fulfill his
aspirations. He tries professional strategies to solve the deadlock. It is a struggle to vindicate his
decision to be there in India, every effort from lawyers proves futile to convince the Indian
bureaucracy. Rudyard found the professional challenge to be turned into a hopeless one. The
professional dream shatters, it also destroys his home and his affair with his secretary Nandini is
the cause. India for the Western Entrepreneur, in every sense is a disaster, a hopeless land, which
shattered all his dreams leaving him desolate. He returns this time to confront the third blow that
the country had given him, the death of his dear daughter Priscilla. He has anticipated a T.V.
crew; rush of reporters, but to his disappointment he finds no extra fuss. The ruined Western
entrepreneur sets himself on the path of salvation and in sojourn apologizes to his wife. This
journey for him is sort of enlightenment. He confesses to Katherine that in his previous visit to
India he took what he thought was important: "I took what I could and left. And now India has
taken from me the human being who mattered most to me in the world."
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Through the novel, we witness him slowly collapsing, bit-by-bit changing himself from a
professional to a humanitarian. A country which has shattered his aspirations helps him to
emerge triumphantly as a human being. After Priscilla's murder, he is accompanied by Katherine
Hart. It is from Rudyard the readers come to know about Priscilla's past. These estranged parents
come to visit Zalilgarh-the place of Priscilla's death and the story unfolds through the
investigation of an American journalist. Randy Diggs who is looking for a "story" for the western
media and accompanies Rudyard Hart and Katherine Hart from the United States of America.

Verbal violence takes place during riots when inciting slogans and dialogues are spoken
by the Hindu Muslim people. The sheelapoojan agitation triggered off the suppressed hatred
against each other. The resistance that Hindus face both from the administration and the Muslim
Community challenge their tolerance whereas the Muslims consider it as an attempt to wipe off
their existence from this land. The proudly boasted slogan of "unity in diversity' finds itself.
replaced by numerous slogans against each other. To bolster the courage of Hindus, to provoke
them, comes the slogan Jis Hindu ka Khunnakhule/ Khon nahin hai pani hai.") It challenged the
life force: blood. It was an appeal to emotions, feeling, moreover to the heart and not
intellectually to the mind. The Muslims are taunted and goaded into filthy provocations Muslim
ke do hi Sthan Pakistan ya Kabrastan (The provocation itself indicated two options: either quit
India or accept death. With the same gust came a reply from this community has ke Liyatha
Pakistan/Ladkelenge Hindustan It is clear from the virulence and naked aggression of one
political party and its Hindutva allies that they are out to accomplish their goal. For them the
temple has become a matter of faith. Constructing it is like asserting their identity; it is an
evidence of awakening Lord Rama' his birth place, the Babri Masjid constructed on the very side
by destroying the Ram temple, everything is taken up as humiliation. What is necessary for the
Hindus is to reconstruct this temple at any cost. For them, this reconstruction is a sort of
reclaiming their identity, which they thought has been stamped out. It is also a matter of faith and
it is clear from the oral tradition that this is 'Ramjanamasthan, the exact place of birth of Lord
Rama. In spite of litigation and Muslims resistance, the Hindus are quite determined to demolish.
the old standing structure and construct a new one with those found "sheelas".

For Mohd Sarvar, these intellectual Muslim historians are simply ridiculous. For him this
is not a matter of Hindu Faith but it is a branch of trust for those Muslims who have resided in
India. As a historian he is more puzzled for-

Your Hindutva types are presuming to know the exact place of birth of a man whose birth date is
historically unverifiable. There is no evidence for the historicity of the Ram Janm Bhoomi
claims.

It is a journey from war to waging words and from waging words to weapons that
increases the rift between these two communities. This fight between asserting supremacy' and
'defending existence' ends up in a riot, an outburst of communal violence inflicting new scars
before the wounds of partition are healed.Ramcharan Gupta, with all his Hindu dogmas, defends
every act. He is busy reinventing the strategies deployed to subjugate the Hindus. Now he desires
to create history by effacing the old wrongs. Mohd.Sarvar articulates the feelings of Muslim
community rising from an aura of betrayal and insecurity. He is to suffer for what his ancestors
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had done in the past. Digging up the graves of past history it has been a political strategy to
invoke a particular community so as to reap the benefits. It's all in the past history that we find
root causes of every problem. Rudyard Hart places his finger on the misuse of history: "Indians
have too much history, which they use as a weapon against each other, whereas Coke doesn't care
about the past; it's the future they want to command.”

Ram Charan Gupta who is a Hindu fundamentalist having his ideologies about this land
He supportts the cause of construction of Ram Mandir at Ayodhya. He remarks:

"In Ayodhya there are many temples to Ram. But the most famous temple is not really a temple
anymore. It is the Ram JanamBhoomi, the birthplace of Lord Rama. A fit site for the Grand
Temple.”

In olden days a great temple stood there There are also legenils about those pilgrims from
all over India and that people would come to worship Ram there. But a Muslim king, the Mughal
emperor Babur, a foreigner from central Asia, knocked it down and in its place he built a big
mosque, which was named after him, the Babri Masjid-A mosque on Hindu's holiest site!
Muslims praying to Mecca on the very spot where our divine Lord Ram was born" Naturally
Hindu community was much hurt by this Mr. Gupta strongly asks: Would Muslims be happy if
some Hindu king had gone and built a temple to Ram in Mecca. He hates Muslim people and
charges them to be disloyal with India. To him, Muslims are evil people:

“They are more loyal to a foreign religion, Islam than to India.
They are all converts from the Hindu faith of their ancestors, but
they refuse to acknowledge this, pretending instead that they are all
descended from conquerors from Arabia or Persia or Samarkand”.
Moreover, when he is interviewed by Mr. Diggs, he dictates:
"Muslims are fanatics and terrorists, they only understand the
language of force.... Wherever these Muslims are, they fight with
others Violence against non-Muslims is in their blood"

For hundreds of years Indians suffered under the Muslim yoke. Then the British came and
things were no better. They thought then that after independence, everything would change. Most
of the Muslims in Ayodhya left for Pakistan. The mosque was no longer much needed as a
mosque Then, a miracle occurred. Some devotees found that an idol of Ram had emerged
spontaneously in the courtyard of the mosque. It was a clear sign from God. His temple had to be
rebuilt on that sacred spot. Hindus went to courts. But they said that neither Hindus nor Muslims
could worship there. According to Mr. Gupta. They are all atheists and communists in power in
our country, people who have lost their roots™" On the other hand, Mohammad Sarwar, a Muslim
scholar, teaching in the Department of History, Delhi University tries to defend the minority
psyche of Muslims. He raises his voice against the "composite culture" or "composite religiosity
of North India. He says that a number of Muslims religious figures are worshiped in India by
Hindus like NizamuddinAuliya. Moinuddin Chishti, Shah Madar, Ghazi Miyan, Shaikh
Nasiruddin who was known as Chiragh-1- Delhi, ar KhwajaKhizr, the patron saint of boatmen
etc but still Hindus have grudges against Muslims. He says, "Indian Muslims suffer
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disadvantages, even discrimination, in a hundred ways. They are victims of prejudices in this
country. They are being targeted due to the misconceptions in this country.

India does not believe in secularism. Her citizens are radicals. The Hindutva brigade is
trying to invent a new past for the nation, fabricating historical wrongs, degrading evidence of
Muslim malfeasance and misappropriation of national glory. They want to teach Muslims a
lesson, though they have not learned many lessons themselves. He often thinks of Mohammad
Igbal, the great Urdu poet who wrote:

“Tumbhari tahzeebkhudapnekhanjar se khudkhushikaregi/Jo shukh.
1- nazukpeaashiyanbanega, napaidarhoga- Our civilization that will
commit suicide out of its own complexity: he who builds a nest on
frail branches is doomed to destruction.”

He points out that Muslims are part of the indivisible unity that is Indian nationality.
Without them this splendid structure of India is incomplete. They are the essential element.
which has gone into building India. He robustly remarks, "Muslim didn't partition the country-
the British did, the Muslim League did, and the Congress Party did. In fact, most of the country's
Islamic leaders like MaulanaMaudoodi were bitterly opposed to the movement for Pakistan.
They felt that Islam should prevail over the world as a whole, and thought it treasonous both to
India and to Islam itself. "Pakistan was created by "bad" Muslims, secular Muslims, not by the
"good" Muslims in whose name Pakistan now claims to speak". Muslims gave India what she
needed most, the most precious of gifts from Islam's treasury, the message of human equality. In
this way he highlights the plight of Muslims community and says that "Islam has now as great a
claim on the soil of India as Hinduism".

Tharoor explores the social vista through the eyes of Priscilla, Diggs and Shanker Dass. It
is through them, Tharoor places the social condition of women. Shanker Das, Kadammbari have
enabled themselves to explore these conditions through this project HELP-US. The novel also
highlights domestic violence in typical Indian societies. Sundari- the married sister of
Kadambari, a helper with Priscilla Hart is a hapless prey of male-dominated society. Her
husband, Rupesh, and mother-in-law regularly beat her. She is called a witch though the dowry
of worth rupees one lakh is given at the time of her marriage; still she receives disgust and
hatred. Her pregnancy is no longer an acceptable excuse for not doing the chores they want her to
do. Moreover, her cruel husband and mother-in-law have tried to blaze her. It shows that in our
culture we worship women, and talk about giving a respectable status to women, but in reality we
hardly care for this. There is a wide gap between rhetoric and the real world.

Tharoor evaluates that the resistance of the female is kept under a male system of control
by suppressing the power to make personal choices and hence using the discourse of violence to
sanction women to the role of a child-bearing machine. The case of the HELP-US population-
control awareness project is founded on the clear and demonstrable relationship between high
fertility rates and the subjugation of women. This is particularly apparent in India where women
are placed under considerable social and family pressure to bear more children, which in turn
reduces their autonomy as decisional agents in society.
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Here she comes across Sundari, Kadambari's sister, less than 19 lying like a mummy.
moaning with every breath, for she has bums over 75%. She in her feeble voice narrates her
story; it starts with the dowry given by her father by applying for a loan. The initial day of love
fades up to give her the experience of reality, which is harsh and sardonic. With regular beating
from a mother-in-law, she finds herself all alone. For her husband had turned away from her then
followed complaints about dowry. To add more to her trouble, she finds herself pregnant with her
tests indicating a girl in her womb turning everything horrible. Her mother-in-law remarked-
"what use of this woman who does not work around the house and cannot even produce a son?

The story as usual ends with her mother-in-law and her husband splashing kerosene, and
setting her on fire. Her neighbors saved her. This too, alike other incidents, was considered "a
kithchen accident ". Through Sundari, Tharoor narrates the evils of dowry, trauma that a majority
of Indian houses had gone through. It's Kadambari who points her finger towards a major
problem- "this is the real issue for women in India. Not population control, but violence against
women, in our own homes"

Katherine gets a sight of the stark reality of the status of women in Indian society.
Priscilla understood about the myth of Rama. The Hindu God had confronted the same question
about the status of women. From the myth of Rama, to the contemporary example of Sundari,
nothing has changed. The woman's life in India is for her, an 'agnipariksha'; a public ordeal by
fire. Priscilla through this myth tries to perceive India. The very life of Sita puzzles her. She can't
understand what her fault was. Was loyalty expected only from her? With all these questions,
India for Priscilla stands a country where-

... Appearances are more important than truths. Gossip is more
potent than facts. Loyalty is all one way, from woman to man. And
when society stacks up all the odds against a woman, she had better
not count on the man's support. She has no way out other than to
end her own life.

These two remarks and experiences place a sordid picture of the status of women, which
to a certain extent have remained unchanged. Though to a certain extent, this stands close to truth
but it also in a way projects the Western outlook towards India. Rather than the glorious rich
cultural heritage, the Western eye is more concerned about exploring the darker side of India.

Cultural Violence happens in this novel i. e. falling in love with the "wrong" person or a
person from different culture, Cultural violence occurs when a person is harmed as a result of
practices that are part of her or his culture, religion or tradition. The characters involved and
suffered in this kind of violence are Laxman and Priscilla Hart. Both are equally culprits and
victims. In Cultural Violence Priscilla is involved with laxman in spite of the fact that he is
married. She seeks his wife's divorce to marry him and take him to America. committing adultery
is also cultural violence Laxman cheats his wife by prolonging his relationship with an outsider.
It is a first sight love between them which binds them ogether. In the languor of a lazy summer
two people find the magic of human chemistry. suddenly all barriers of nations and boundaries of
perception vanish. The basic issue on which the plot is built has been Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid conflict. The other major issue that the book concerns itself with is that, of the
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reproductive rights of women or, as Priscilla Hart sees it. the rights and dignity of women in
general.

Sexual violence occurs when a person is forced to unwillingly take part in sexual activity.
Muslim women in the town Zalilgarh suffer sexual violence mutely. They are helpless to raise
their voice against the brutal ritual of surrendering to their husbands. There is no value to their
thought. They are used just as puppets on beds. It is done with them against their wishes because
there is no one to protect them and free them from the bond of marriage with their brutal and
illiterate partners. Fatima Bi, who entertains Priscilla's idea of birth control and Priscilla Hart
who naively attempts to impregnate "Population awareness" into a community that is too
conservative to comprehend progress.

CONCLUSION:

Thus, Riot is a powerful novel -set in and around a riot in India in 1989 about love, hate,
cultural collision, religious fanaticism, the ownership of history and the impossibility of knowing
the truth by Tharoor. He has painted heart-rending pictures of violence and shown how the
people work to suppress it to their best capacity. He writes about the point of view of the people
representing different communities - without justifying anything or anyone. It is up to the reader
to make one's own judgment.
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