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Twentieth  century  England  experienced  a  lot  of  change  in  every  sphere  of  life.  

Not  only  England  but  the  whole  Europe  was  going  through  the  tremendous  change  

whether  it  was  social,  political,  financial,  philosophical  or  literary.  The  two  World  Wars  

shattered  the  Western  myth  of  rational  and  human  evolution  of  the  world  based  on  

principles  of  equality,  growth  and  operation.  It  was  a  time  of  disintegration  in  every  

sphere  of  life.  Feelings  of  shock,  disillusionment  and  helplessness  replaced  the  earlier  

sentiments.  The  destruction  brought  about  by  the  World  Wars  affected  the  personal,  

political  and  social  life  of  millions  of  people  all  over  Europe.  The  consequences  of  the 

two  consecutive  wars  created  a  sense  of  severe  depression  within  British  society.  As  a  

result  the  loss  of  faith  in  human  existence  drained  all  hopes  for  good  life  and  

psychologically  caused  a  prevalent  sense  of  fragmentation  and  instability.  The  two  World  

Wars  destabilized  the  British  Society  both  physically  and  spiritually  due  to   mass  

destruction  resulting  in  a  crippled  society.  The  immensely chaotic  environment  of  the  

times  led  to  the  development  of  such  plays  that  would  reflect  the  impact  of  the  trauma  

the  World  Wars  brought  about  upon  the  English  Society.   

Beckett’s  plays  show  the  grave  metaphysical  crisis  human  beings  experienced  

psychologically  due  to  the  bleak  state  of  human  existence  by  basing   the  plays  on  

absurdist   elements.  The  characters  in  Beckett’s  plays  deal  with  a  broken  psyche  and  

reveal  their  inner  struggles  caused  by a  loss  of  identity  and  existential  trauma.  The  

leafless  tree  in  Waiting  for  Godot  is   the  symbol  of  destruction  and  hopelessness  of  

England  and  the  English  Society  experienced  in  the  twentieth  century.  Samuel  Beckett’s  

youth  and  manhood  were  a  tremulous  epoch   in  Irish  history  as  considered  him  as  one  

of  the  greatest  playwrights  of  the  twentieth  century.  

In  the  first  half  of  the  twentieth  century  Ireland  experienced  the  continued  

frustration  of  the  Home  Rule  movement,  the  radicalization  of  republican  interest,  a  heroic  

but  failed  rebellion,  a  bloody  war  of  independence,  a  bloodier  civil  war  and  the  difficult  

efforts  of  state  and  nation  building  and  more  importantly  the  impact  of  two  World  Wars.  

It  is  a  telling  coincident  that  Beckett  left  Ireland  in  1937  and  he  witnessed  firsthand  the  

cost  of  political  and  military  catastrophe  in  occupied  France.  There  is  a  further  irony  for  

Beckett  studies  that  the  writer  was  at  work  with  the  French  Resistance.  When  Beckett  

stated  that  he  preferred  “France  at  war  to  Ireland  at  Peace” (Kennedy 33).  He  implicitly  

rejected  the  image  of   a  pious  and  pastoral  nation,  which  failed  to  acknowledge  the  

social,  cultural  and  economic growing  pains  of  postcolonial  independence.  

Beckett  satirizes  Big  House  culture  and  nationalist  anthropology  in  Watt,  revisiting  

the  militarist  ethos  of  the  civil  war  in  Mercier  and  Camier,  examining a  sense  of  
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Protestant  dislocation  in  All  That  Fall,  even  registering  the  traumas  of  the  Great  

Famine  in  Waiting for  Godot  and  Endgame.  (Kennedy 54)   

The  years  were  full  of  chaos  and  pathos  was  pre-eminent  in  European  society.  Lack  of  

faith  in  God  was  seen  everywhere.  “God  is  Dead” (Nietzsche 9) feeling  had  penetrated  the  

souls  of  human  beings.  “Never  has  humanity  joined  so  much  power  and  so  much  

disarray,  so  much  anxiety  and  so  many  playthings,  so  much  knowledge  and  so  much  

uncertainty” (Valera 8).   According  to  Weber,  an  account  of  the  decade,  “must  be  directly  

or  indirectly,  a  book  about  the  wounds  and  mindset  of  host  of  survivors-  veterans,  

widows,  orphans,  parents-grieving  for  the  slaughtered” (Valera.  Speeches  and  Statements 

466). 

 Samuel  Beckett  is  the  most  philosophical  of  twentieth  century  writers.  As  we  hear  

from  Hamm  in  Endgame:  “I  love  the  old  questions.  [With  fervor.]   Ah  the  old  questions,  

the  old  answers,  there’s  nothing  like  them!” (Endgame 110).  Beckett’s  writings  contain  a  

kind  of  arbitrary  collection  of  philosophical  ideas.  His  characters  exult  in  endless,  

pointless,  yet  entertaining,  metaphysical  arguments.  Beckett’s  characters  portray  a  rootless,  

homeless  and  alienated  humanity.  One  is  no  longer  at  home  in  the  world;  one  is  lost  in  

meaningless  void.  Every  play  reinforces  and  deepens  this  dark  diagnosis  of  the  human  

condition,  generating  an  overarching  world  view  that  has  justifiably  been  called  

‘Beckettian’.  The  starkBeckettian  world  cries  out  for  philosophical  interpretation.  Indeed  

in  his  plays  are  embedded  vague  hints  and  suggestions  of  deliberate  philosophical  intent.  

The  outwardly  pessimistic  atmosphere,  the  bleak  post  apocalyptic  landscapes,  hopeless  

characters  and  the  overwhelming  sense  of  the  aimlessness  and  meaninglessness  of  life,  

the  issueless  predicament  of  existence  as  Beckett  himself  put  it,  has  led  many   critics  to  

try  to  pin  down  the  overall  philosophical  position  to  which  Beckett  supposedly  

subscribed. 

Yet  Beckett’s  relation  to  philosophy  is  difficult  and  complex.  He  was  not  a  philosopher;  

if  he  had  been,  he  would  not  have  needed  to  engage  with  art.  As  an  author,  he  strongly  

resisted  every  attempt  to  impose  any  philosophical  interpretation  or  meaning  on  his  work.  

Beckett’s  answer  to  philosophy  is  to  refuse it.  His use  of  ideas  is  always  accompanied  by  

reticence,  ambiguity  and  humorous  deflationary  counterpoint.  Ideas  are  presented  in  

somehow  as  magnificent  edifices  that  stand  apart  from  the  miserable  small-mindedness  of  

human  condition.  Ideas  console,  edify,  bemuse  and  entertain,  but  they  are  always  also  

misrepresentations,  illusions,  exaggerations  that  take  us  blithely  beyond  the  real  and  

pathetic  circumstances  of  our  own  condition.  Thought  is  a  pleasant  distraction,  but  it  

essentially  misleads.   

In  one  of  the  interviews  of   Samuel  Beckett   by   Gabriel  D.  Aubarede  in  

NouvellesLitteraires  Samuel   Beckett   was  asked  certain  questions  which  he  ansers  in  his  

own  style;    

Have contemporary philosophers influence on  your  thought? 

I  never  read  philosophers. 

 Why  not?                                                                                                                            
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 I  never  understand  anything  they  write.  

All  the  same,  people  have  wondered  if   the   existentialists’  problem  of  being   may  

afford   a  key  to  your  works. 

There  is  no  key  or  problem.  I  wouldn’t  have  had  any  reason  to  write  my  novels 

(plays)  if  I  could  have  expressed  their  subject  in  philosophical  terms.   

What  was  your  reason  then? 

I  haven’t  the  slightest  idea.  I  am  no  intellectual.   All I  am  is  feeling…..    Only  

then  did  I  begin  to  write  the  things I  feel.  (Aubarede. 7)  

The  letters  on  Fraser’s  and  Gray’s  article  on  Waiting  for  Godot  testify  that  some  

viewers  saw  Christ,  some  Marx,  some  Sartre  as  the  guiding  spirit  of  Beckett’s  insinuating  

parable;  others  argued  that Godot  was  not  to  be  read  as  an  allegory,  but  as  a  ritualized  

expression  of  basic  human  concerns-  a  play  in  which  variations  of  feeling  and  mood-  

rhythmical  rather  than  cognitive  progressions  -  were  paramount.  Years  later,  Beckett  gave  

support  to  those  in  the  second  camp.  He  says”  “…  the  early  success  of  Waiting  for  

Godot  was  based  on  the  fundamental  misunderstanding,  critics  and  public  alike  insisted  

on  interpreting  in  allegorical  and  symbolic  terms  a  play  which  was  striving  all  the  time  

to  avoid  definition” (Graver 10).   

  When  the  audience  and  critics  watched  the  plays  of  Beckett  they  were  confused.  

Confused  about  the  presentation  of  life,  characters,  their  philosophy,  use  of  language.  The  

representation  of  the  word  Godot,  the  symbol  of  Chess  in  Endgame,  the  Mouths  in  Not  I  

and  the  world  of  Willie  and  Winnie  in  Happy  days  is  where  confusion  reigns  supreme.  

So  many  theories  were  tried  to  put  in  to  describe  his  works  but   the  writer  himself  does  

not  have  any  answer  to  the  creation.  When  Tom  Driver  interviewed  Beckett  about  the  

“mess”  or  “this  buzzing  confusion”,  Beckett  answered  him:   

The  confusion  is  not  my  invention.  We  cannot  listen  to  a  conversation  for  five  

minutes  without  being  acutely  aware  of  the  confusion.  It  is  all  around  us  and  our  

only  chance  now  is  to  let  it  in.  the  only  chance  of  renovation  is  to  open  our  

eyes  and  see  the  mess.  It  is  not  a  mess  you  can  make  sense  of.  (Driver 5)   

Beckett’s  paradigm  of  the  great  artist  was  James  Joyce,  whom  he  regarded  as  the  

greatest  living  prose  craftsman.  These  two  Irishmen,  exiled,  living  for  their  art,  shared  an  

austere  ‘art-for-arts-sake’  aesthetics  that  raised  the  artists  up  to  the  quasi-divine  craftsman  

whose  work  has  to  stand  alone,  independent  of  the  world,  independent  of  everyday   

concern,  pairing  his  fingernails,  as  Joyce  put  in.  both were  devoted  to  crafting  perfect  

forms,  the  right  words  in right  order;  or  in  Beckett’s  case,  the  least  number  of  words  

and  those  showing  their  inadequacy.  There  is  an  extraordinarily  formal  riguor  in  Beckett  

as  in  Joyce.  There  is  much  stealing  from  music-hall,  Vaudeville,  ordinary  conversation,  

philosophical  themes  and  even  theology. 

 Despite  their  different  religious  and  intellectual  formations  they  were  both  

committed  to  the  religion  of  art.  Although  they  both  were  Dubliners  but  their  religious  

and  intellectual  background  was  dissimilar.  While  studying  in  Portora  boarding  School  

and  Trinity  College  and  whatever  he  experienced  under  the  name  of  religion,  it  was not  
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his  interest.  While  attendingsermons  he  would  fall  asleep.  He  looked  at  the  then  

bourgeois  society  exactly  as  satirized  by  Sartre  .He  was  called  to  enter  the  family   

business  or  settle  down  as  a  lecturer  at  Trinity.  But  he  wanted  art,  art  as  a  way  of  

transforming  if  not  overcoming  personal  suffering.  Beckett  makes  philosophy  quite  

intently.  Rene  Descartes,  the  father  of  French  philosophy,  was  studied  thoroughly  by  him.  

Descartes  was  deeply  logical  and  mathematical  thinker  who  speculated  on  the  possibility  

that  all  of  experience  might  be  systematically  false,  misleading  as  a  dream,  a  delusion  

brought  about  by  an  evil  demon  who  delights  in  tricking  human  beings.  Beckett’s  

characters  often  make  reference  to  Cartesian  positions  and  his  characters  frequently  detach  

from  their  pains  and  emotions  in  order  to  comment  on  them  in  a  dry,  analytical  manner  

which  makes  their  calm  rationality  all  the  more  absurd  and  disconnected.  His  characters  

actually  live  through  the  Cartesian  divorce  of  body  from  mind.  The  body  doesn’t  do  

what  the  mind  wants.  Beckett’s  first  published  poem,  Whoroscope,  is  based  on  an  

biography  of  Descartes  by   Adrian  Baillet.  It  is  written  in  Eliot’s  style,  asserting  to  be  in  

the  voice  of  Descartes  himself.  It  is  of  no  philosophical  interest,  rather  it  involves  

Joycean  punning  combined  with  allusions  to  Galileo,  Harvey  and  Franz  Hals. 

Though  Beckett  refuses  to  acknowledge  that  the  influence  of  philosophy    over  him  

and  his  works  but  ultimately  he  was  influenced  by philosophy  and  most  certainly  by  the  

existential  philosophy.   Beckett  answers  Tom  Driver  in  an  interview  about  the  influence  

of  any  philosophy  on  him.  He  says  When  Heidegger  and  Sartre  speak  of  a  contrast 

between  being  and  existence,  they  may  be  right,  but he further says,  but  their  language  is  

too  philosophical  for  him.  He is not  a  philosopher.  One  can  only  speak  of  what  is  in  

front  of  him,  and  for Beckett  it was  completely a mess.  He  further  asked  Beckett  about  

the  battle  between  life  and  death  in  his  plays.  Didi  and  Gogo  hover  on  the  edge  of  

suicide;  Hamm’s  World  is  death  and  Clov  may  or  may  not  get  out  of  it  to  join  the  

living  child  outside.  Is  this  life-death  a  part  of  chaos? 

Beckett answered; 

Yes, If  life  and  death  did  not  both  present  themselves  to  us,  there  would  be  no 

inscrutability.  If  there  were  only  darkness,  all  would  be  clear.  It  is  because  there  

is  not  only  darkness  but  also  light  that  our  situation  becomes inexplicable.  Take  

Augustine’s  doctrine  of  grace given  and  grace  withheld:  Have  you  pondered  the  

dramatic  qualities  in  his  theology?  Two  thieves are crucified  with  Christ,  one  is  

saved  and  other  damned.  How  can  we  make  sense  of  this division.  In  classical  

drama,  such  problems  do  not arise.  The  destiny  of  Racine’s  Phadre   is  solved from  

the  beginning;  she  will proceed  into  the   dark.  As  she  goes,  she  herself  will  be 

illuminated. At  the  beginning  of  the  play  she has  partial  illumination  and  at  the  

end  she has  complete    illumination,  but  there  has been  no  question  but  that  she  

moves  toward   the  dark. That  is  the  play. Within  this notion  clarity  is  possible,  but  

for  us  who  are neither  Greek  nor  Jansenist  there  is  not such  clarity.  The  question  

would  also be  removed if  we  believed  in  the contrary-total  salvation.  But  where  we  

have  both  dark  and  light  we  have  also  the  inexplicable.  The  key  word  in  my  play  
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is  “perhaps.” (Driver 13)   

Tom  Driver  asked  Beckett,  What  he  thought  about  those  who  find  a  religious  

significance  to  his  plays? 

          Beckett’s  answer is  his  plays  have  no  religious  feelings  and  significance  at  all.  

Once he  had  a  religious  emotion.  It  was  at  his  first  communion.  His  mother  is deeply  

religious.  So  his  brother.  He  knelt down  at  his  bed  as  long  as  he  could  kneel.  His  father  

had none. The  family  was Protestant,  but  for  him  it  was  only  irksome  and  he  let  it  go.  

His  brother  and  mother  got  no value  from  their  religion  when  they  died.  At  the  moment  

of  crisis  it  had  no  more  depth   than  an  old -  school  tie.  Irish   Catholicism  is   not 

attractive,  but  it  is  deeper.  When  you  pass  a  church  on  an  Irish  bus,  all the  hands  flurry 

in  the  sign  of  the  cross.  One  day  the  dogs  of  Ireland  will  do  that  too  and  perhaps  also  

the  pigs.      

He  was further  asked,  but  do  the  plays  deal  with  the  same facets  of  experience  

religion  must  also  deal   with? 

Beckett  answers: 

Yes,  my  plays  deal  with  distress.  Some  people object  to  this  in  my  writing.  At  a  

party  an  English  intellectual  asked  me  why  I  always  write  about  distress.  As  if  it  

were  perverse  to  do  so!  He  wanted  to  know  if   my  father  had  beaten  me  or  my  

mother  had  run  away  from  home  to  give  him  an  unhappy  childhood.  Then  he  

thought  me  more  perverse  than  ever.  I   left  the  party  as  soon  as  possible  and  got  

into  a  taxi.  On the  glass  partition  between  him  and   the  driver  were  three  signs:  

One  asked  for  help  for  the  blind,  another  help for  orphans,  and  the  third  for  relief  

for  war  refugees.  One  does  not  have  to  look  for  distress.  It  is  screaming  at  you  

even  in  the  taxis  of  London. (Driver 21-5) 

Though  the  characters  are  engrossed  with  absurdity  of  life,  the  thought  of  death,  

they  give  us  the  massage  that  life  is  not  simple  but  we  have  to  endure  it  till  the  end  of  

the  life.  We  have  to  go  on  and  the face  the  probabilities  of  life  and  create  the  meaning  

of  life  out  of  void.  They  show  the  constant  struggle  to  find  the  meaning  of  the  life. 
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� � �� �� �� � �
 �� ����!� � ���� "� 	 � �
 �� ���� �
 � ��� #
 � �� ���	 � �� �� ��� $ 
 � %� �� �� � ��
 � �	 � �$ �� �� �&� � 	 
 ��
���'�� � �( � )� 
 	 � * � ��� � � �	 � ��
 � * !	 � ��� � ��� ���$ � �� �� �
�� * � +� 	 � $ ��
 � ��� � �� �� ��� * � ��� � � ,�)� -�$ � . ��� �
�� ���	 . � �� � ��� #
 � %� � �� �$ � � * � �)� � �� ���	 � $ � � * ��	 �� �- /	 �� �� �� ��� � * � ��� * ��� ,�� ��� 
� ��� � � � !	 	 �0
 � �
�� ���	 � 1 	 � � * � ��%� �� 2� �� �� ���
 � * � �)� � � �� ��%� � �� 	 � � "� �� � ��3� � �
 � ��� #
 � �� �&� � 	 � �� � ��4!"� ����� � � ��� ��
 ��
 �
��� #
 �� � �� 5	 "4��	 � � ��4! "� �� ��� �� � � �� �� %� � �� ��
 � �� 5	 � ��� ���$ � ��� #
 � 0�� +� 6 �
 $ � � ���� �� �� ��-�� * � )� �� � �
778 � �� �� �� � 1 	 � � �� �� �
�� �� �������� . ���� . � 	 � � �-/	 � $ 
 � ����93� � ��� � ��) 	 � $ �� ��	 ��� �� �� 1 	 � � �� 5	 !� � ���-� �
* � �)� � �� 	 �'�-� � :� �� ��� * � �� �� � �� ���
 � ��3� � 1 	 � � ����� �� �	 � ��� � � ;	 � � * 3� � '�� � ��� #
 � �� �9� �� $ 
 � �� 0 � <���� �
 � �
* #�� �0��
� �
 �-���� ������ ')� �:� ��� �
� ���� �
 � ��� 
� �
 �� � ����4 ��
 �$ � � ���� �!� � �� �� � �	 � $ ���� ) � �� �� �� �
�� 5	 �93� �$ � � * � "�� �=� � �� �
 �
���� �
 � ��� 
� � � * ���/	 � � 
� �
 %� �"� � �� �� 	 � � ����3� ��� �
 � �9��� � ��� >' +��%� ? �
 � ��
 �� * 9�4 �	 ��$ � � 
� $ � � �� �
���� � � � * !	 � �� � * � �)� � �� �� �
�� �� 9��� 	 � � "���� ��1 	 � � ���� �� � '�-�� ���� $ �� �� ���	 � ���� ')� � :� ��� * � ��� � � %� ?�
 �
��� ��� ��� 
� �� � * � ��� � "� � � ��) 	 � $�� �� 	 '�
 � ���� �
 � �� �#	 � � �2� 2
 �� � �� /	 � $ �� ��� � �� ���	 � �-� � ��� �� � '� ��

� )� ���� ����� 
� �� ��� ��
 �� ��)� � ;	 � �
� �
 %� �"� �� �@� "�" �) 	 � $ ���� 	 '���� �
 ����� ����"� ��� ����+� ��� �� �* �� '$ 
 � �
�� 2� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��� �

 � � �� �� 
A� �� �� 0� �0� � � �� �� 
� 	 � ��
 � ��� 
� �� �� $ �� �� 	 '� �=� � �"+� � "+� '�� $ �� �� � �
����� * � ��� � � ���� 0� �0��� �� � 	 � ��
 � ��� 
� �
 �� * �!� B !"���� �
 �� � � =�� B � �����#� �� � * �!� �� � ���� �" /	 � $ ��
�"���� � ���� �� � �� ��� � !"� �� $ 
 � * �	 ��� �2� 2� * �/	 � �-2�� �	 � ��
 � �� �� 

 ��� 1 	 � � ��'9��� �$ �� �� ��� >' ��� ����( � )� �
����� �� � ��� � � ���� $ 
 � "4 ��
 � ��� !� C	 � ��� �� ��� �3� '�� * ��
 A� � �
 � �� ��� �$ 
 � * � �!� %� � 6��� � "�� � � ��
 � �	 � ��
 � � �� ��%� � �
 � ��
C	 � �� 2) 	 � $ � � ��	 ��� �� ���� � �"� �� �� � � ���$ � * � ���� * ��� %� �� * � �)� � * � ���� ��$ � �� ��� ��� 
� 1 	 � � ��'� 9��� �	 '�� �
�� �$ � ����* �� ����� $ � �* � 0����� ��� � 7 7D �
��� ���� �� � �� E�
� � �� �� �� �
 � � ���� ��� ����� �� �����	 � �� ��- �� ���� ��� �� ���
 � ��� �"� 	 � �
 �� %� � 0� �� !� �� '$ �� �2�� :� ����A �
��'���� 
� ��- ���� C	 �� ��� ��� ��� ��
 A� �� ��� �! "� ��� ����� 
 ���!� � � ���� �� ���� �� � �� �� �� 
�	 � �1 	 � �
 C� �" �� -�
	 � � 0� �
 � :� �� � � � �� ���
 � ��3� � 1 	 � � �02	 � � � ��� ��$ � �� �$ �� � �9	 � � ��� �� �� �1 	 � � F ?�
 �-� � �� �� � :� ��� * � ��� �
���� �� �� �+� �� 	 � �� ���
 � �� ��"� 	 � $ 
 � * � �)� � �/ ��� $ � �= � G� �� � �� �
 � 

 � ���� � * 9<�� � � � � 	 � '"
 � � G� H"� � -� �
�� ��
 A� �
 � ���� �� �� ��
 � �� �#	 � � * � I� ��)� �� ��9<��
 �� �� �
 � � � �-�
 '1 	 � � ���� �
 � 
�� �
 
� �� ���A� �	 � $ 
 � ���� �	 � ��
 �
00�� ��
 ��� �
 � �
� . . ��"A� �6�" �� !� �'A� !� �� '$ 
 � $ � 6��A � !� � ��'�� � � �� �� �
�� ���� ��� A � ��� ,�)� � � �$ �� ��' � >� � * � $ � �� ��$ � �� 	 � �
��� '��-2�� J� ��+�� � � � �	 � �$ 
 � %� � ��� �� �� 
� �� :� �
 � � � ��
 �
 � �	 � �1 	 � � ��=! "� J� ��+��� ��
 � . ��. � �
 � �� K�� � �� �
 � �� L �
���� �� �� ��
 � * � �/	 � � �� )� 
 � �� ��� � �
 �-�� ����� ��� F ���� ��9 3� � ���� 5	 �93� ��� � �"� �� . .M 7� ���)��� 	 � 
0� �6�)� �� �$ � �
!� �'� N � %� �"� %� � "� %� �� � * ��02N N � . * �� � �� �� �
�� ����$ � � ���9�� �� �� �� � � � ���� �� �� �� �� �1 	 � � � �� �� �� ��� �! "� �� $ 
 �
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* � ������ �2� 2� �� ��
 � * � �)� � ,�)� -�$ � �	 � ��
 � !� �'� �( � )� � ������$ � �� � ���� � � ��)� � $ 
 � �
 �
 � �� #� ��� ���$ �
"�%� 9<� ��� $ 
 ��
 �
 �� �"� �
 ��	 � ��
 ��9� �� ��
 � �
� ���� �� �� ��
 � �� �� �
 �� �3� � �3� 
 �� F 1 $ � �� 
/	 � � 
� )� � ;	 � � �� ��� �$ � � ���� �!� � ���= �� ����$ � � 9�
 �� � �
* � �)� � ���9�� �� ������ � * � ��� � � ��� 
� �
 �� 
� �
 ��� � �� �� � ��-� � �� )� �� �
 �� 0�)� � ��� � �� ��� * � ��� � � ��� '�$ � �
�� �� �
�� * �!� �� �� �� �� � � � * � ��� � � ��� 
� �� %� �"%� � �� �� 2)� �� �� � %� �� � * �-�� �
 � * ��02� �/� �� � * � ��� ��
���� �� �� ��
 � 
C� ��!" � F 1 $ E�
 $ � %� �" %� � �� ��� �/ �� � $ K� �� � * �-� � �� L�� "��� 	 � !"� $ � � ���� 0� �9� �� ��� � * � ��� � �
	 � �-���	 � �1 	 � ��� �� �
������ � � ��� �$ 
 ����$ �
 �* ��%� �� ��	 ���� �
� �� �� �
�� ����$ � � F "&�� � ��� � ���� ���� �� �� ��
 � * � �/	 � � * %� �0� �- �� �� ���� �� �� ���� � * � ��� � � * � !	 ��� � �
( ��L� �
 � � ����� ��� ���$ � �	 � ��
 � 5	 � ��� ��� � �� �� 

 ��� � � �
 � �� �� �
� � ���� � ��������
 � � 5�� �
 � * �� � * � 0�� �
!� =� � "� �C�
 � ( � �L� �� ����$ � � 9�
 �� �� ���� � * � ��� � � � ��� �� �� ��
 � 
� �
 ��3� �$ � � ���� �!� � �� �� � * � ��� � � ��� 
� �
 � �
���+� ���
� �
 �� �B �� #�� ������+� �� �
� �
 ��� �
 �"��- �	 �A�
� �
 �= ��B ��# ����� #��$ � � %� �"%� � �� ���� � �� �	 � ��� '�%� -�
 �
%� 0�"& %� � ��#��� �� ��
 ��	 � �$ 
 �!� � �)� ��� � �
 � �� ���� �� �� ��� � 0�)� � �!� ��#� ���� 
��$ �� ���
 ��� ��
 � � �5	 ? �
 A�5	 ? �
 �
 � �
0�)� � ��� ��� ����" /	 � ����9��� � !	 ������ A� 
� �
 � 
� �
 � ��6L
 A���� �� � � ��� ��� �* �-� ��� �
 ����� ')� ��� ��� �A��� �� �
� �
9�� 93	 �* �� �!� ���� ��� ����	 � ��
 �* � �2� � ����� ���� �
� 77��!� � �)� �$ �� 9�=�� "� ���
 � * ���� � � ��� ��! ����E, �)� 
�� ����� �� * ����� � �3� � �$ �� ���-'��� * � �)� � "��� ��
��!� � 	 �� ,�)� 
�� ��� 
� 1 	 � � ��0�
 �� #
 � �� ��
 � �-/	 � �$ �� ��93� � ��� � ��!� � �)� �$ �� �� 	 '� 
�� �
 1 	 � � � +� � 0�
 �� �� ���
* ���� � � 
�� �� ���� 	 � �O 	 � ��) 	 � �� #
 � ���0�)� 
 � �=�� �)� A� �� ��� !� ���A� "0�!� � ��� �� "-�� � �� �	 � $ �� * ��� ��
� 0� �� <A� 9�1 @� :� ��/	 � � 
�� �
 �� ����$ � �� �$ �� �
 
� = 
�� 	 $ �� * ���� 77P ���� �� �� ��
 �
 � "� �C�
 � �� 	 '� ���
 A �
���� �� �� �1 	 � � >��� "
 � "4 ��
 $ �$ � "���� � * �0� , �)� 
�� ��� 
� � �� $ �� 9 �� 93	 � �� �%� � 2)� �� ���� �� �� �$ � � * !	 � ���� " �
>��� "� 1 	 � � * � �� * � �� � �� �
 A� ��� ����� � G� �! "� * � $ � �� ��$ � �� �� $ � * � !	 � ��� �� 

 ��� $ � � �� 	 � � �� �	 � � 	 � � "4� �
 � ��
���� �� �� �$ �� �� ��
 � 

 ��� $ �� * ��� ��� � ��� 
� 1 	 � � ��� '�0� �� � 9��J�� ��)� � ��� * � ��� � � ��3� � � �	 � ��
 � !� �� '1 	 � � �� �� �� �
$ � ���/	 � � "��� $ � �� ���� * � ��� � ���� 9L � $ � ����� � � �	 � �1 	 � � �
 ���- �� ��� 
� �
 �� �� #�� �
 � �0'� � ���� �� � �� �
 � �
���J� �� 1 	 � �* ��%� -�
 �-��G� � �H" ���� 3	 � �- ����)� � ;	 � ����� 	 
 ����� �� �� ��� ���� �� �# �$ � ������ � ��� ��� � �
� ���� �� �� ��� � ��� 
��!� � �)� �$ �� �� 	 '� ����� * �/	 � $ 
 � �-)� '� 
� )� 
 �� �� ��
 � � *�!� B !"� A� K� ��0A� ���� �� 

 A �
�� �%� 
 �4��
 A� * ���� �A� * J� �� 	 � �� �-�� ��� 
� �� � ��?�� ��)� �� ��� �� � � �� ���� �5� ��� � ��� � 5	 ?�
 $ �� ��� ��� �5 � ��
$ �5��� Q * � �)� � ��� � �� 2� $ ��
 � �5 ��R� � 77�� !� � �)� � �
 � * � � ��� $ � �)� � �
 � ���I	 � � * � ��� � � ��
 �
 � �� �� �� �� �1 	 � � �#�� )� 
 �

��"9� �* � �� ��+�� ���� ��� � ��. �6�)� ��
 �A��� 2�-� �. �� �� � )� � � !	���� :���� K) 	 � $ 
 ��
"& "����� 20 �� �� 77S �
�� ���� '�� E�

8 R� � �� �� �� � �
 �� * ����� =K
 A� ���� �� � 	 � ���� 	 
 $ 
 � ��� 
� �� 
� 04�
 � ���� ')� � ��) 	 � $ �� � ���� $ �� �� 	 '� > �� �
���� ���� )� �$ ����� �� � �� �� �� 
� ��
 ��� ���� ��"���� �

D R� ���� �� � �� �� �� 
���� 
� �
 ��� ����4� �
 ������� � !� ���
 � �* ��� ��� ��	 � �1 	 � �
 ����� %� '��)� � $ ��"+� '� ��"�-��	 � ��� �

M R� ���� �� � �� �� �� 
� ��� ��3� � �3� 
 ��F 1 $ ��� ��� �$ � � �	 � �� 2� ��
�� ����� �!� �� ���� �� ��� 0 /	 � $ ���"�-��	 � ��� �

P R� �	 ���
 �����$ � �F "&�� � ��� �* � �/	 � �* %� �0� �-� ��� ���� ��� ��� �* � ��� �
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��" %� '�
 �� �� E�
8 R�
0�� 2��� T� ���� � � E������	 L
 �
 �� �� >'�� 5	 "+� ' �A���
	 ��� �� +� �A��� 0�- �� �
��� * � �4��
 * � T? �� ��� �D U U V ��9�� � �
D R�K����� � ��$ � �E����� ���	 * � �)� ������ ���	 A�B � ����� ���� +� �A��-)� �A� �
��� * � �4��
 
 ��68 V W X A�4� �8 S �
M R��� 2��� ��* � � �� E��"�� ��
 ���� �� � �
P R�
� �+� 
 �� T� �� !� ����� � "� �E�. . ��!"������� * � �)� � �� �� �� � �
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egkRek xka/kh jk”Vªh; xzkeh.k jkstxkj geh ;kstuspk panziwj ftYº;kP;k xzkeh.k vkfnoklh 
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Email :- uttamghosare218@gmail.com 
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Lkkjk’ka 
Okjhy la’kks/kukpk eq[; mÌs’k ‘kklukP;k eujsxk ;kstuspk panziwjftYº;kP;k xzkeh.k vkfnoklh 

HkVD;k tkrhrhy tursP;k nkfjæ;Lrjkoj gks.kkÚ;k ÁHkkokps v/;;u dj.ks gk gksrk- la’kks/kukdfjrk panziwj 
ftYº;krhy xzkeh.k vkfnoklh HkVD;k tkrhrhy yksdkauk ns.;kr ;s.kkÚ;k eujsxkP;k lsoklaca/kh ekfgrh 
ladfyr dj.;kr vkyh vkgs- 

ÁLrqr l’kks/kukr panziwj ftYákrhy 07 rkyqD;ke/kwu ÁR;sdh 25 Eg.ktsp ,dw.k 175 vkfnoklh 
mRrjnkR;kadMqu ladyhr dj.;kr vkysY;k ekfgrhps fo’ys”k.k dj.;kr vkys- ladyhr rF;kaP;k 
fo’ys”k.kkdjhrk fofo/k lkaf[;dh; i)rhapk okij dj.;kr vkyk- 
izLrkouk 

egkRek xka/kh jk”Vªh; xzkeh.k jkstxkj geh ;kstuk jktkP;k 33 xzkeh.k ftYákae/;s lu 2008 iklwu 

jkcfo.;kr ;sr vkgs- lq:okrhP;k dkGkr ;kstuk letwu ?ks.;ke/;s vkf.k d¢afæ; dk;|kuqlkj R;kph 
vaeyctko.kh dj.;ke/;s dkgh vMp.kh fuekZ.k >kY;k- çkeq[;kus] R;k vMp.kh jkT;kr ekxhy 30 o”ksZ 

lq: vlysY;k jkT; jksg;ksP;k ik’oZHkweheqGs vkY;k] dkj.k jkT;kph jkstxkj geh ;kstuk dk;kZUo;hu 

;a=.kkekQZr jkcfoyh tkr gksrh- egkRek xka/kh jk”Vªh; jkstxkj geh ;kstuse/;s xzkeiapk;r gk d¢aæfcanw vkgs 
vkf.k fdeku 50 VDd¢ dkes xzkeiapk;rhekQZr ?ks.ks vko’;d vkgs-  

 2011 P;k tux.kusuqlkj Hkkjrkph yksdla[;k 1]21]01]93]422 vlwu Hkkjrkr csjkstxkjhph 

leL;k eksBîk çek.kkr vkgs- ns’kkrhy 62 dksVh turk gh xzkeh.k Hkkxkr jkgrs- xzkeh.k Hkkxkrhy nkfjæ;kps 

çek.k 21-5 VDd¢ vkgs- vkf.k csdkjhpk nj 7-8 VDd¢ vkgs- ns’kkrhy 65 VDd¢ turk 35 o”kkZ[kkyh 
vlwu ;k lok±uk jkstxkj ns.ks gs ljdkjps drZO; vkgs- Eg.kwu] csjkstxkjkauk fofo/k dke ns.;klkBh egkRek 

xka/kh jk”Vªh; xzkeh.k jkstxkj geh ;kstuk jkcfo.;kr vkY;k o ;sr vkgsr-  

 egkRek xka/kh jk”Vªh; xzkeh.k jkstxkj geh ;kstuk jkcfo.;kekxhy ljdkjpk mÌs’k xzkeh.k Hkkxkrhy 
csjkstxkjh deh dj.kss gk vlwu R;klkBh 2005 e/;s d¢ysY;k dk;|kaaph vaeyctko.kh 2 vkDVksacj 2006 

e/;s dj.;kr vkyh- ;k ;kstusvarxZr uohu xzkeh.k ik;kHkwr lqfo/kk fuekZ.k dj.;kpk] jLrs tksM.kh] 

‘kkGsP;k bZekjrh] ryko o [ksMsxkokauk ik.kh iqjoBk ;klkj[;k fodkl dkekauk pkyuk feGsy rlsp xzkeh.k 
nkfjæ fuewZyukdfjrk njo”khZ xzkeh.k Hkkxkrhy etwjh dj.kkÚ;k dqaVwckrhy çkS< O;Drhyk o”kkZrwu 100 fnol 

jkstxkj ns.kkjh ;kstuk lq: dj.;kr vkyh-  
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 lq:okrhyk fofo/k jkT;krhy ekxklysY;k 130 ftYákr gh ;kstuk  ykxw dj.;kr vkyh vlwu 

2008 e/;s ns’kHkjkrhy xzkeh.k {ks=kpk foLrkj 34 jkT;s vkf.k d¢aæ’kkflr çns’k] 614 ftYgs] 6096 
çHkkx o 2-65 yk[k xzkeiapk;rhe/;s gh ;kstuk vaeykr vk.kyh- ;k ;kstusyk 2 vkWDVksacj 2009 jksth 

^egkRek xka/kh jk”Vªh; xzkeh.k jkstxkj geh ;kstuk* vls uko ns.;kr vkys- 

;kstusph ik’oZHkweh  
 egkjk"Vª jkstxkj geh vf/kfu;kekph vaeyctko.kh 1977 iklwu egkjk”Vªkr lq: >kyh- jkT;kr 
egkjk”Vª jkstxkj geh vf/kfu;e] 1977 uqlkj nksu ;kstuk lq: gksR;k- 

1- xzkeh.k Hkkxkr vdq’ky O;Drhadfjrk jkstxkj geh ;kstuk-  
2- egkjk”Vª jkstxkj geh vf/kfu;e] 1977 dye 12 ¼bZ½ uqlkj oS;fDrd ykHkkP;k ;kstuk-  

lu 2005 e/;s d¢aæ ‘kklukus laiw.kZ Hkkjrkr jk”Vªh; xzkeh.k jkstxkj geh dk;nk ¼fo|eku uko & 
egkRek xka/kh jk”Vªh; xzkeh.k jkstxkj geh dk;nk½ ykxw d¢yk- d¢aæ ‘kklukus T;k jkT;kauh iwohZiklwu jkstxkj 
geh vf/kfu;e eatqj d¢yk gksrk( v’kk jkT;kauk d¢aæ ‘kklukP;k vf/kfu;ekrhy dye 28 vUo;s R;kapk 
dk;nk jkcfo.;kph eqHkk fnyh gksrh- R;kuqlkj egkjk”Vª ‘kklukus lu 2006 e/;s iqohZpk dk;nk Bso.;kpk 
i;kZ; fLodkjyk vkgs- ek=] fof/keaMGkus d¢afæ; dk;|kl vuql:.k jkT;kl fu/khs feGo.;kP;k vuq”kaxkus 
1977 P;k dk;|kr vko’;d R;k lq/kkj.kk d¢Y;k] R;keqGs ;kstuk jkcfo.;kP;k dk;Zi)rhr cny >kyk 
vkgs-- 

vkfFkZd fu;kstukP;k dkGkr Hkkjrkr leqnk; fodkl dk;ZØekiklwu egkRek xka/kh jk”Vªh; xzkeh.k 

geh ;kstuspk fodkl dj.kkÚ;k o jkstxkj ns.kkÚ;k fujfujGîk ;kstukauk fo’ks”k egRo ns.;kr vkys vkgs- 

R;ke/;s jk”Vªh; jkstxkj geh dk;ZØekph (NREP) lq:okr 2 vkDVksacj 1980 e/;s dj.;kr vkyh- R;kuarj 
xzkeh.k Hkqehghu jkstxkj geh dk;ZØe (IREGP) 15 vkWXkLV] 1983 iklqu Hkqehfgukauk jkstxkj ns.;klkBh lq: 

dj.;kr vkyh- jk”Vªh; xzkeh.k Hkqehghu jkstxkj geh dk;ZØe ;kaP;k ,d=hdj.kkrwu tokgj jkstxj ;kstukph 

(JRY) lq:okr 1 ,fçy 1989 iklwu lq: d¢yh vkgs- tokgj xzke lè)h ;kstuk (JGSY) o jkstxkj 
vk’oklu ;ksuk (EAS) ;kaP;k ,d=hdj.kkrwu 25 lIVsacj 2001 e/;s laiw.kZ xzkeh.k jkstxkj ;kstukph (SGRY) 

fufeZrh >kyh- dkekP;k cnY;kr vUu iwjfo.ks ;klkBh dkeklkBh vUu ;kstusph (NFFWP) lq:okr 14 

uksOgsacj 2004 iklwu lq: >kyh- laiw.kZ xzkeh.k jkstxkj ;kstuk (SGRY) o dkeklkBh vUu ;kstuk (NFFWP) 
;kaP;k ,d=hdj.kkrwu 2005 e/;s jk”Vªh; xzkeh.k jkstxkj geh ;kstusph lq:okr dj.;kr vkyh- R;k 

;kstusyk 2009 e/;s ^egkRek xka/kh jk”Vªh; xzkeh.k jkstxkj geh ;kstuk* vls uko ns.;kr vkys- 

lkj.kh Øekad 1 % ‘kklukP;k eujsxk ;kstuspk ykHk ?ks.;klaca/khPaknziwj ftYákrhy vkfnoklh mRrjnkR;kaph 

ÁfrØh;k 

egkjk"Vª jkstxkj geh ;kstuspk ykHk la[;k VDdsokjh 
gks; 143 81-7 

Ukkgh 32 18-3 

,dq.k 175 100 
Chi Square Df Sig 

281.623 1 0.000 

df- Lokra«;ka’k( Sig.) – lkFkZdrk 
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ojhy lkj.kh Øekad 1 e/;s ‘kklukP;k eujsxk ;kstuspk ykHk ?ks.;klaca/khPaknziwjftYákrhy vkfnoklh 

mRrjnkR;kaP;k ÁfrØh;k n’kZfo.;kr vkY;k vkgsr- lkj.khr n’kZfoysY;k ekfgrhuwlkj 81-7 VDd¢ vkfnoklh 
mRrjnkR;kauh ‘kklukP;k eujsxk ;kstuspk ykHk ?ksryk vlwu 18-3 VDd¢ vkfnoklh mRrjnkR;kauh egkjk”Vª 

jkstxkj geh ;kstuspk ykHk ?ksryk ukgh- ‘kklukP;k eujsxk ;kstuspk ykHk ?ks.;klaca/khvkfnoklh mRrjnkR;ka 

njE;ku lkFkZd (Chi Squqre = 281.623, df = 1, Sig. <0.05)Qjd vkgs- cgqrka’k vkfnoklh mRrjnkR;kauh ‘kklukP;k 
eujsxk ;kstuspk ykHk ?ksryk vlY;kps fnlwu vkys- 

lkj.kh Øekad 2% ‘kklukP;k eujsxk ;kstuseqGs vkfFkZd fLFkrhr ykHk gks.;klaca/khPaknziwj ftYákrhy vkfnoklh 

mRrjnkR;kaP;k ÁfrØh;k 
 

;kstuseqGs vkfFkZd fLFkrhr ykHk la[;k VDdsokjh 
gks; 129 73-7 
Ukkgh 46 26-3 
,dq.k 175 100 

Chi Square Df Sig 

157.463 1 0.000 

df- Lokra«;ka’k( Sig.) – lkFkZdrk 
 

ojhy lkj.kh Øekad 2 e/;s ;kstuseqGs vkfFkZd fLFkrhr ykHk gks.;klaca/khPaknziwj ftYákrhy 

vkfnoklh mRrjnkR;kaP;k ÁfrØh;k n’kZfo.;kr vkY;k vkgsr- lkj.khr n’kZfoysY;k ekfgrhuwlkj 73-7 VDd¢ 

vkfnoklh mRrjnkR;kauk ;kstuseqGs vkfFkZd fLFkrhr ykHk >kyk vlwu] dsoG 26-3 VDd¢ vkfnoklh 
mRrjnkR;kauk ;kstuseqGs vkfFkZd fLFkrhr ykHk >kyk ukgh- ;kstuseqGs vkfFkZd fLFkrhr ykHk gks.;klaca/kh 

vkfnoklh mRrjnkR;ka njE;ku lkFkZd (Chi Squqre = 157.463, df = 1, Sig. <0.05) Qjd vlY;kps fun’kZukl 

vkys- cgqrka’k vkfnoklh mRrjnkR;kauk ;kstuseqGs vkfFkZd fLFkrhr ykHk >kyk vlY;kps fnlwu vkys- 
lkj.kh Øekad 3% Paknziwj ftYákrhy vkfnoklh mRrjnkR;kauk ;kstuseqGs >kysY;k vkfFkZd ykHkkP;k 

Lo:iklaca/kh ekfgrh 

;kstuseqGs >kysY;k vkfFkZd ykHkkps Lo:i la[;k VDdsokjh 
mRre 39 30-2 
dkgh Áek.kkr 67 52-1 
vR;Yi 23 17-6 
,dw.k 129 100 

Chi Square Df Sig 

93.219 2 0.000 

df- Lokra«;ka’k(Sig.) – lkFkZdrk 

ojhy lkj.kh Øekad 3 e/;s Paknziwj ftYákrhy vkfnoklh mRrjnkR;kauk ;kstuseqGs >kysY;k vkfFkZd 
ykHkkP;k Lo:iklaca/kh ekfgrh n’kZfo.;kr vkyh vkgs- lkj.khr n’kZfoysY;k ekfgrhuwlkj 52-1 VDd¢ 

vkfnoklh mRrjnkR;kauk ;kstuseqGs dkgh Áek.kkr vkfFkZd ykHk >kyk vlwu 30-2 VDd¢ vkfnoklh 

mRrjnkR;kauk ;kstuseqGs mRre Lo:ikpk vkfFkZd ykHk >kyk- rlsp 17-6 VDds vkfnoklh mRrjnkR;kauk 
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;kstuseqGs vR;Yi vkfFkZd ykHk >kyk vlY;kps fun’kZukl vkys- ;kstuseqGs >kysY;k vkfFkZd ykHkkP;k 

Lo:ikalaca/khvkfnoklh mRrjnkR;ka njE;ku lkFkZd (Chi Square = 93.219, df = 2, Sig. <0.05)Qjd vlY;kps 
fun’kZukl vkys- Eg.ktsp cgqrka’k vkfnoklh mRrjnkR;kauk ;kstuseqGs dkgh Áek.kkr vkfFkZd ykHk >kyk 

vlY;kps fnlwu vkys- 

fu”d”kZ 
la’kks/kukr ÁkIr ifj.kke n’kZforkr dh v/;;u {ks=krhy cgqrka’k vkfnoklh tekrhrhy yksdkadMs 

eujsxkpk jkstxkj dkMZ vlwu R;kauk —f”k {ks= o brj {ks=kr jkstxkj ÁkIr >kys vkgs- T;keqGs xzkeh.k 

{ks=krhy vkfnoklh tekrhP;k vkfFkZd fLFkrhe/;s lq/kkj.kk >kyh vlY;kps vk<Gys- eujsxk ;kstukeqGs 
xzkeh.k {ks=krhy HkVD;k tkrh o tekrhrhy yksdkauk jkstxkj ÁkIr >kys vlwu R;kaP;k vkfFkZd fLFkrhr 

ns[khy lq/kkj.kk >kyh vlY;kps vk<Gys- 

lanHkZxazFk lwph 
1- egkjk"Vª ‘kklu fu;kstu jkstxkj geh ;kstuk]^^egkRek xka/kh jk”Vªh; jkstxkj geh ;kstuk & egkjk”Vªp 

o jkT; jkstxkj geh ;kstuk**- uohu ç’kkldh; Hkou] 16 ok etyk] ea=ky;] eqacbZ i`- 3- 
2- vkdjs-] ch- ,u- ¼2009½-^vkfnoklh thoukoj lkeqnkf;d fodkl ;kstuspk >kysyk ifj.kke** 

fiiaGkiwjs vW.M da- ifCydlZ] ukxiwj çFke vkòÙkh] i`- 10- 
3- vkxykos] i- ¼2000½] ^la’kks/ku i)rh ’kkL= o ra=s* fo|k çdk’ku ukxiwj- 
4- ?kkVksys j- u-]¼1989½] ^lekt’kkL=h; la’kks/ku i)rh o rRos* eaxs’k çdk’ku ukxiwj 
5- yksdjkT; 1 rs 88 i`̀- 6 
6- yksdjkT; 1 rs 88 i`̀- 6 
7- yksdjkT; 1 rs 88 i`̀- 7 
8- yksdjkT; 1 rs 88 i`̀- 7 
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Private Sector In Indian Economy 
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Dept. of Economics 
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The role played by the private sector in Indian economy would be clear from the simple 

fact that even after four decades of planning, the share of this sector in net national product 

continues to be around 80 per cent. This should not surprise us since practically the whole of the 

agricultural sector continues to remain in the private sector. In addition, cottage and village 

industries, most of the small industries, a major proportion of the Wholesale and retail trade, 

most of the consumer goods industries number of other industries, road transport, etc. are in the 

private sector. The output in private sector is about four times the output produced in the public 

sector. 

Role of the Private Sector 

1. Importance for development. In western countries private entrepreneurs have played an 

important role in economic development so much so that Schumpeter has characterised them as 

the initiator and moving force behind the industrialization process. The private entrepreneur is 

guided by the profit motive. He is responsible for the introduction of new commodities, new 

techniques of production, assembling the necessary plant and equipment, labour force and 

management and organizing them into a going concern. The private entrepreneur acts as an 

innovator who revolutionizes the entire method of production. Such activities help the process of 

industrialization and economic development. It was because of this reason that the industrial 

policy resolutions of 1948 and 1956 of the government gave immense to the private sector to 

expand its activities. 

2.   Extensive modern industrial sector. A number of modern industries have been set in the 

private sector. Important consumer goods industries regard can be made of the cotton textile 

industry, sugar industry, and edible oil industry. These industries were set up in response to the 

opportunities offered by the market forces. They were highly suitable for private sector since 

they ensured early returns and required less capital establishment. Though the engineering 

industries did not make an appearance in the pre-Independence period yet a start was made by 

Tata in the field of iron and steel industry at Jamshedpur. After Independence, a number of 
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consumer goods industries were set up in the private sector. Today India is practically self-reliant 

in its requirements for consumer goods. According to the 1956 resolution, "industries producing 

intermediate goods and machines can be set up in the private sector". As a consequence, 

chemical industries like paints, varnishes, plastics etc. and industries manufacturing machine 

tools, machinery and plants, ferrous and non-ferrous metals, rubber, paper, etc. have been set up 

in the private sector. 

3.   Potentialities due to personal incentive in the small sector. Small and cottage industries 

have an important role to play in the industrial field. These industries employ labour-intensive 

techniques and are, accordingly, important from the point of view of providing employment 

opportunities. In India, all small and cottage industries are in the private sector. Personal 

initiative plays a decisive role in small scale industries. With the help of a small capital, the small 

entrepreneur uses his resources efficiently to earn maximum profit. Such management is not 

available to public sector enterprises. At present, more than 800 items have been reserved for 

production in the small scale sector. This sector is granted loans at concessional rates of interest 

and marketing outlets are also provided. In addition, industrial estates have been: established at 

various places where all facilities are provided under one roof to the small scale industries. 

4. Big size of the trading and agricultural sectors. Most of the trading activities are 

concentrated in private hands in India. This is because of the general belief that the trading 

community renders useful services and its returns are justifiable. Accordingly, while their 

activities might be regulated at certain points of time, it is not advisable to take over trade from 

private hands and concentrate it in government hands. On account of this reason, excluding the 

trading activities where the government has deemed participation essential on account of some 

social objective, all other trading activities have been left entirely in the private hands. 

Agriculture is the main occupation in India and is completely in private and. It provides 

employment to 66.5 per cent of the working population and contributes around 30 per cent of the 

net domestic product. Many observers have argued that this fact pinpoints the importance of 

private enterprise in Indian economy-However; they fail to realize that agriculture is the means of 

subsistence for the vast majority of small and marginal farmers, and it is not conducted on 

commercial considerations. Accordingly, the extent of the private sector is not as large as it 

appears from the expanse of agriculture in India. 

5. Importance for national income generation and employment. It is enough to concentrate 

on just two elements to highlight the importance of the private sector in Indian economy. Firstly, 
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its contribution to national income. I According to latest estimates, the private sector contributes 

around 80per cent I f national income. This fact alone points out the importance of private sector 

I n the Indian economy and also the vast area in which it operates. Secondly, from the point of 

view of providing employment, the role of private sector is I still more important. The total 

number of people engaged in Central government and State governments' undertakings and in 

administration is not much. In 1981 this percentage was even less than 7. This clearly brings out 

that the vast majority of people in this country depend on the private sector (define, here as die 

entire economy minus the public sector) for their livelihood. It is perhaps due to facts such as 

these that some observers decline to even admit that Indian economy is a mixed economy. 

According to them, Indian economy is basically a capitalist economy. Even if it is to be dubbed 

as a mixed economy, care should be taken to remember that the private and public sector in it 

participate highly unequally. Form the point of view of generating national income and providing 

employment opportunities, the private sector is four to five times greater than the public sector. 
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