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TEACHINGS OF MAHATMA GANDHI: CONTEMPORARY
RELEVANCE

DR BADRUDDIN
Associate Professor (Political Science)
PES’s Ravi Sitaram Naik College of Arts &
Science, Farmagudi, Ponda, Goa, 403401
Email: drbdar786@gmail.com
Abstract:

Gandhi, the ‘Father of Nation’ in true sense remains a unique personality for India as well as the world who is often
compared with Einstein, Tolstoy, Buddha and St Augustine. An ordinary man with extraordinary hidden talents,
Gandhi remains a source of inspiration ever since. Gadhian perception on non violence, satyagraha, value education,
ideal state, administration of justice, social reforms, untouchabiliy, trusteeship, varna system, nationalism, women’s
emancipation, decentralization and democracy; all are increasingly important for contemporary Indian democracy.
The paper gives an overview of Gandhian teachings and practices by way of reference only as every thought and
action of Gandhi is a subject of academic debate and investigation. Gandhi, a carefree, disorganized and
unmanageable leader, left many prints on India thought which kept the modern thinkers in dilemma to understand
and assess the unexplored and hidden philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi.

Key Words: Gandhi, Philosophy, Teachings, Non Violence, Indian nationalism

Background

Mahatma Gandhi, a man of broad vision and understanding, and an enlightened personality,
proved instrumental in securing India’s liberation from the iron hands of British Colonial
Rulers. Gandhi did not used any violence technique in any form or manifestation and
successfully managed to get free India. Gandhi appeared on India’s dismal map at the crucial
time when the grieved and pathetic masses urgent needed the teachings and practice of true
Mahatma, the only spiritual leader who instilled life into virtually inactive Indian masses and
took them out of soul killing support. Gandhi’s powerful spiritual magic of Satyagraha and non
violence touched the heart of millions living at every corner of the world. For no reason, Gandhi
had the wisdom of Socrates, the humility of St Francis, mass appeal of Lenin, guidelines of Leo
Tolstoy, path makings of Ram Rajya, truth feelings of Raja Harishchandra, humanity of
Buddha, words of Ruskins, Henry David, Thoreau, and probably every spiritual philosopher
who stood for truth seeking life. As a revolutionary to overthrow tyrant rule and social injustice,
Gandhi never bowed head before the ill will of colonial rulers. Gandhi was neither intellectual
nor academicians, rather simply an apostle of non violence, consistent devotion, spiritual
explorer and ethical scientist. Many believe that India would have still been a part of Imperial
Masters had there not been the birth of Gandhi. Through exemplary code of conduct, consistent
advocacy of human rights, Gandhi successfully diverted the polluted minds of British India.
Gandhi’s secret magic: no hate, no evil, and no bad words, continue to remain source of
inspiration for the modern world.

Today’s India presents the spectacle of badly split nation in ideology, region, religion and
community and these decisive manifestations have already acquired a dubious reputation.
Ironically, Gandhi’s Bharatdesh, a land of Mahatmas, has been gripped by the cult of divisive
tendencies. Several ruling agents are pre-occupied with selfish pursuits who are eroding the
democratic tradition in the forms communal vote, Love Jihaad, Mandir Masjid issue,
saffronisation of literature, Cow-Goat Politics, scams, linguistics chauvinism and regional
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disintegration. Many anti Gandhian followers are involved in the insane polity of hypocrisy
and frenzy propaganda. TV Channels are being censured and dictated by the wish and will of
ruling agents whereas the policy makers are free to implement law without giving due regards to
common masses.
Gandhi openly cautioned Indians rulers and ruled that persistent bargaining, provocative slogans
and suspicious entries in politics are tragic bolts that lead to erosion of secular democracy ending
in turbulence and instability. Why to convert Indian into a dirty game by use of petty politics,
bargaining law and separatist trends, all remain questionable. Gandhi publicly said that the
sacrifices are essential to throw all tyrant, impure, misguided elements and unmindful actions.
Gandhi’s earnest devotion and miraculous appearance helped to uplift growing pessimism and
intense frustration of political leaders. If truth, justice, rationality and social values are combined
with Politics, Gandhian mission will regain glory and faith and India would definitely rank
among the best democratic country in the world. If trouble makers, selfish politicians,
intellectual terrorists, evil doers, imposters, delinquents, and others of similar ranks are idealized,
Gandhi may be reborn to teach the lesson of tolerance, love, unity and brotherhood. For varied
reasons, Gandhi remains unique in the world, another name of sacrifice with no power, no
wealth, no position and no political affiliation. He can be rare example who will refuse to accept
seat in Indian Sansad, White House, British Parliament or any position in the world. A man with
ego free, conscious free, prestige free, who never cared about his life and the only person in
world, is called as “Christ Spirit’. Gandhi knew the true definition of Geeta, Ramayana, Bible,
Quran, Guru Granth and other epics.
Teachings and Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi
Gandhi wanted to break the barriers of distrust, deception and treachery. Gandhi was not
obviously the world’s coinage, rather he was minted of a different character and rare person.
Teeming millions of Indians can never forget the sacrifices of Gandhi. Poisonous climate of
violence deepening urgently needs the rebirth of Gandhi who loved even the most discarded
masses, practically understood the true meaning ‘fast unto death’, toured the most sensitive
localities on foot offering hope. Gandhi while opening all barbarous elements, set an example of
austerity and frugal living. Gandhi’s missions: Non Cooperation Movement (1920), Civil
Disobedience Movement (1930-1931), and Quit India Movement (1942) are illustrious examples
for Indian’s freedom movement. At the outset, it is truly said that Gandhi was not a systematic
thinker but rather simply an inspired Philosopher who expressed sentiments through deepest
feelings, eternal truth, and accepted non violence as a weapon of matchless potency.
Gandhi, the Father of Nation continues to remain towering personalities ever since. Ideas of non
violence, satyagrha, ideal state, trusteeship, nationalism, prison and jail reform, Swadeshi,
education, decentralization, or Varna system were originally incorporated from other sources
which Gandhi presented in a more systematic manner. Today, when the world is facing serious
challenges of varied nature, Gandhian values work as wonders. Research institutes, NGOs and
educational organizations are working as how to regenerate the classical ideas of Gandhi. Let us
have Gandhian teaching in briefly to understand the hidden philosophy of life.

1. Ideal State
At the outset it may be noted that Gandhi was not a systematic thinker but only an inspired
teacher who poured out his deepest feelings and sincere realization of truth. He considered state
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as spiritual and non violent rather than hate and disgust. His theories on ideal state have been
based on : Religion and politics, Ahimsa and Satyagraha that supported non cooperation, civil
disobedience, fasting and Hijarat. Gandhi’s ideal state was based on peaceful action, non
violence and free from all sorts of corruption. Gandhi wanted a state for happiness and
prosperity to all human beings. In short, Gandhi supported decentralization of state power, ideal
state of Karma Yogi, practical work rather than mere promises and state free from any political
violence. In Gandhi’s assessment, the state (Western type) was the symbol of violence in
concentrated form.
Gandhi gathered experience in South Africa that more and more power to the state meant more
and more violence and greater amount of coercion. In the name of the maintenance of law and
order, South Africa’s white government acquired enormous power that led to the ruthless
administration, exploitation and curtailment of individuals’ liberty. Gandhi’s love for individual’s
freedom ranks him with the great anarchist philosophers. In a layman language, Gandhian state
supported ideal principles which are increasingly relevant today.

2. Ideal Society
Gandhi favoured ideal society- a village autonomy based on decentralization of power. Need of
self discipline is imperative where everyone has to perform duties voluntarily and not by force.
There are real adjustment between authority and freedom with no violence. Panachayati Raj and
Swadeshi are principled with automatic regulation of means of production and distribution.
Everyone follows the profession of ancestors without any inferiority or superiority. Wages are
more or less same with happy day today life. The wealthy are trustees of the surplus wealth.'
Manual work and national reproduction are given utmost priority without any hatred, class, caste
and ethnic distribution. Once the ideas are formulated, there is no problem in modern world to
build ideal society infrastructure as it the permanent solution to the existing problems in Indian
society.

3. Philosophy of Non Violence
Gandhi, a radical revivalist and practitioner of peace, has been a rare leader of Indian masses who
successfully synthesized religious idealism and political realism with non violenvce. He gave
emphasis on value goal of truth and non-violence for the solution of problems. His unimaginative
honesty based on non-passivity, self sacrifice, moral strength and matchless potency have been
the mixture of truth-seeking elements. His method of activism and Satyagraha is the only viable
option for those seeking for permanent peace. Gandhi’s holistic approach to peace is widely
discussed and carefully analyzed. It covers all departments of life for essential reformation and
regeneration.
Many admitted that Gandhi unmistakably had foreseen the predicaments characterized by
modern material civilization which for him was a ‘disease’ and ‘nine days wonder’. He saw the
present world order fraught with danger while planning for peace. He openly warned the people
of modern civilization which was characterized by violence, accelerating tension, war-psychosis
and abused militarism. For Gandhi, non-violent world order holds good to end global problems
alike environmental pollution and ecological decay. In true sense, Gandhi’s moral philosophy
has served as a unique  solution to nuclear threat in contemporary world.”> Gandhi’s extremely
depth and logically strong philosophy compelled the scholars of western peace movement to
examine the Gandhian perspective. Even today, when Indian democracy remains under the threat
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of communal and ethnic tension, Gandhi’s lesson of Hindu-Muslim Unity remains the best
alternative to protect secular culture, democracy and peace. *
In fact, Non Violence was not the original contribution of Gandhi rather it is being practiced in
India since ancient times. Gandhi modified and made it more extensive which simply works in
all walks of life: domestic, social, economic, ideological, cultural, political, etc. It is a positive
concept based on goodwill, implies the absence of malice towards opponents, and hate of the
evil without hating the evil doers. It is the mother of success, virtue and rewards of life, the first
article of faith and last article of creed. For varied reasons, ‘non violence’ encircles Gandhi now
and then.
4. Gandhi on Administration of Justice
Gandhi was not happy with the existing judicial administration and favored its transformation.
He was highly critical of the role of judges and lawyers for being non transparent, favoured
decentralization in judicial administration and insisted on the transfer of judicial work to the
village Panchayat. Gandhi criticized the expensive legal business, delay in decision makings, and
insisted on the frequents transfer of judges. Gandhi stated that the parties to civil suites must be
compelled in majority of cases, to refer their disputes to arbitration, the municipalities and
Panchayats of intermediate courts should also play transparent role. Case law should be abolished
and general procedure should be simplified. Gandhi also suggested that judges and lawyers
should perform their duties without any fee or payment. *
5. Nationalism and Internationalism
Gandhi, a great nationalist, favourd the elements of humanism whose mission was not merely
the brotherhood but the devotion of life. He did not find any contradiction between absolutely
independent states and internationalism. The principles of nationalism are based on Satyagrah,
nonviolence, justice, transparency in law and true leadership. Despite being a nationalist,
Gandhi was rather more internationalist in perception. Gandhi agreed that international league
would become possible only when all nations irrespective of color, creed, ethnicity, nationalist
come on one platform. Gandhi wanted to see India on global map and found both Nationalism
and Internationalism as identical in various streams. It is only the limited thinking, narrow
mindedness, exclusiveness and selfishness that differ people from country to country and
ideology to ideology. In short, both Nationalism and Internationalism as two sides of a same
coin. Today, the Global Village exemplifies Gandhian principles in other way round.

6. Gandhi on Trusteeship & Concept of Charkha
It is called as economic philosophy of Gandhi that stood for Panchayati Raj and decentralization.
Trust means to achieve the economic prosperity where everyone is a party. He also favored
Charkha as a symbol of ideological victory often associated with economic philosophy of
Gandhi. Trusteeship is often called as the real value of Gandhian philosophy because it is the
backbone of economic system. Non violence and philosophy of Ahimsa are meaningless if a
person is fighting with hungry stomach. Gandhi suggested Indian made goods and services from
Charkha which is good for local employment, health and long lasting. A free India did not mean
merely transferring the established British administrative structure into Indian hands without
meaningful trust.

7. Caste and Varna System
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Gandhi believed that Hindu society in its pristine state — during the Vedic times — was based on
the law of varna and Ashrama. Gandhi believed that the form of social classification was purely
functional and did not have any hierarchical or iniquitous connotations. Each of the varna, which
Gandhi referred to as social classes (while also using the term castes for elsewhere), was
determined by birth. Each varna was assigned a particular hereditary calling with no implication
of superiority or inferiority. In this form, Gandhi did not consider varna to be a manmade insti-
tution, but the law of life universally govern the human family. He believed that varna provided
the basis of an egalitarian society. One who fails to do so loses the title of varna. On the other
hand, a person, though born in one varna, but displaying the predominant characteristics of
another, is regarded as belonging to the second varna. There is ambiguity in this analysis because
Gandhi talks of varna is determined by birth, even as a person recognizes the possibility of a
person being born in one varna and belonging to another by virtue of qualities. What is
important, perhaps, is Gandhian conviction that the social structure delineated in ancient times
was true in conception and that the blemishes seen now, were a result of faulty practice that
continues in hierarchal Indian society even today.

8. Untouchability

It is Gandhi, not the Ambedkar, who truly represented the cause of untouchables and Harijans.
Indian system has often been evil against the spirit of Indian society which has been the symbol
of degradation due to lack of justice in society. It created cracks, weaknesses and separated
which indirectly helped the British Raj to formulate divide and rule policy. It was a bolt and
social sin of hierarchical rigid Hindu Society that needs to be treated properly. Gandhi openly
attacked Hindu Sama;j for practicing untouchability due to superstition and orthodox practices.
Actually, it has never been a part of Hindu Society rather evil wills prevailed due ill designed
reforms. It is a heinous crime against humanity, an arrogant assumption of caste hierarchy,
feelings of superiority and a sinful institutions. Gandhi publicly stated that such attitude hinders
the progress of society, corrupts human dignity, and ends in immoral principles. Gandhi therefore
suggested for secular social reforms against untouchables. No God has made mankind different
but all are equal by birth. Such Gandhian ideas are too much practical and acceptable in Indian
society. Gandhi believed that only bold social reform can change the traditional structure of
Indian society.

9. Education

Gandhi’s scheme of education from 7 to 14 years of age that laid emphasis on physical drill,
drawing, and handicrafts. Gandhi’s arguments that simply bookish system does not ensure
coordination to all mental faculties, holds good reasons ever since which are economically more
supportive. However, educations should be only Indian with classical patterns. Therefore,
Gandhi strongly opposed English Education and favoured for indigenous education. First, it was
based on foreign culture and completely excluded the Gurukul culture, Indian minds, hearts and
souls. Gandhi suggested to replace English medium through village education. Education through
a foreign language entails a certain degree of strain, and our young generation have to pay dearly
for it. To a large extent, they lose the capacity of shouldering any other burden afterwards, for
they become a useless lot who are weak of body, without any zest for work and mere imitators of
the West. They have little interest in original research or deep thinking, and the qualities of
courage, perseverance, bravery and fearlessness are lacking. For varied reasons, Gandhian
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system of education is undergoing serious challenges and hence needs to be compensated with
modern system of education.

10. Nationalization of Industries

Gandhi strongly believed that domestic industries should be primarily in the hands of private
sectors. Gandhi was unhappy to see the control of large scale industries by handful business
communities that resulted in concentration of wealth and the exploitation of working classes.
Gandhi pleaded for the control of large scale industries where small scale industries should be
left to the private individuals only. In short, Gandhi was a practical thinker and favoured the
communities of India for better employment, economic security and social goodness. Gandhian
principles are duly accepted during age of modern industrialization.

11. Emancipation of Women

Mahatma Gandhi had expressed views and wrote on numerous issues that concerned the Indian
Society in particular and humanity in general. Gandhi strongly favoured the emancipation of
women for managerial efficiency. He opposed purdah, child marriage, untouchability, Sati
Pratha and dowry system. He especially recruited women to participate in the salt tax campaigns
and the boycott of foreign products. Gandhi's success in enlisting women in his campaigns,
including the salt tax campaign, the anti-untouchability campaign and the peasant movement,
gave many women a new self-confidence and dignity in the mainstream of Indian public life.
Issues like Equality of Sexes, Marriage, Widow Remarriage, Divorce, Women’s Honor,
Education and Co-education, Birth Control and Sterilization are important considerations to
understand Gandhi about women and law.

12. Religion

Gandhian conception and philosophy of religion have been an integral and inalienable part of
politics. Gandhi was a religious cum politician per se to promote morality and faith which is
miserably lacking toady. Gandhi never meant simply the reading of Bible, Geeta or Quran that
have become the source of disagreement toady due to lack of essential faith. This means,
Gandhian philosophy of religion is drastically different what is commonly understood, rather is
based on social justice, prosperity, happiness, and universal love. There is enough scope of non
violence, purification of mind and non intervention of state in any sort. All religions end in —
heaven, a general meeting place after death. This means, Gandhi’s theistic approach did not
support to any particular religion rather committed for ‘one faith’ to realize the fundamental
principles of human rights. In fact, Gandhian belief in God is guided by the mysterious force
where God is a power to feel and untouched and there is direct connection between soul and God
through religion. In a nutshell, Gandhi was truly a secular leader and his philosophy of Ram
Rajya had no connection with Hinduism. A saint, moral revolutionary, and accepted the peaceful
solution is the only alternative.

13. Satyagraha & Freedom

Gandhi was a strong exponent of self sacrifice to meet peaceful aggression and violence, based
on fearlessness and self dependence. A true Satyagrahi never accepts defeat and whereby the
individuals won by love and affection. Such people fight without weapon through the
introduction of truth and gentleness in political and national life. It is only based on
unquestionable faith in God. Various manifestation of Satyagraha like non cooperation, civil
disobedience strike, fasting and Hijrat are the weapons of Gandhi.
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Non Cooperation requires self sacrifice, moral strength through self purification and expression
of anguish love. Civil disobedience is also a powerful weapon to convince the enemy of
legitimate demands. The process should continue till the demands are met provided the law
abiding forces accompany. Strike or Hartal is a mechanism to fulfill the demands only through
peaceful agitation without any moral or material damage. Fasting is also an effective device to
promote inner strength, vigor and energy. In its real spirit, fasting must be effective and
convincing. However, it needs great caution and could be resorted to only those persons who
possess spiritual fitness, purity of mind, discipline, humility and strong faith. However, it is the
last option. Hijarat means voluntary migration from one place to another for interaction, social
cohabitation and better understanding. Even if an ordinary person feels that he could not take
Satyagraha again the injustice of oppressor, he should leave the ancestral place but it is never a
symbol of weaknesses. Finally, it leads to complete breaking of association with the country,
relative, friends, nears and dears. Practically, Gandhian techniques vindicate the individual
abiding right of oppression to coercive authority. Today, Gandhian techniques of Satyagraha has
received a dramatic boost.

14. Democracy

Gandhi was a true democrat and believed in the decentralized democracy supported by
development of village administration. It is not simply mechanical but is the way of life, change
of heart and soul where government should intervene least and public opinion should be given
fullest expression. In democracy, no violence at any stage is permissible. In true sense, Gandhi
was a democrat and lover of people.

15. Swadeshi

Swadeshi literally refers to love one’s own country. Gandhi applied this technique in political,
cultural, religious, social and economic fields. Gandhi believed that Swadeshi should be accepted
as creed essential to use indigenous good even if those are comparatively low quality, bad and
non marketable. In fact, Gandhi made a plea for the protection and security of domestic made
products especially those who have potential growth. In crude sense, Swadeshi means boycott of
foreign goods. In fact, India has been the birth place of human resources where foreign rulers
used and drained India’s natural resources due to lack to expertise and understanding. Gandhi
had soft approach and did not reject all foreign goods which could not be manufactured in India
provide such import do not hamper smooth functioning of India’s economy. In briefly, Gandhi
supported the import of foreign goods for good reasons only. Such examples like import of
healthy literature, surgical goods, mechanical and scientific materials which are not
manufactured in India. Gandhian ideas emphasized contentment with local conditions which are
all relevant to contemporary India despite the emergence of multinationals.

16. Communism

Gandhi stood for stateless and classless society based on decentralization of power rural
administration. Some critiques believe that Gandhism minus communism leads to violence.
These are identical principles in Marxian theory of class war, revolution, labour, capitalism and
alienation. But Gandhian concept was peaceful unlike revolutionary Karl Marx. There is
common understanding that capitalism is a source of trouble for proletariat class. Thus, Gandhi
and Marx had soft corner approach about the poor and working communities so as to uplift the
downtrodden and marginalized communities. In fact, Gandhi wanted justice in favour of poor
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and victimized sections of Indian society. Gandhi was a spiritual thinker unlike Marx who was
more pragmatic with materialistic considerations of society. Two corner: Violence and non
violence is clearly visible in Gandhian philosophy unlike Marx. Thus, Gandhi became more
relevant especially after the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe and the former USSR.
Gandhian Philosophy: An Endless Story

The above said teachings and philosophies of Gandhi are merely the references. There are
hundreds of more important areas where Gandhi is relevant to modern India. Gandhian ideas
about idol workshop, cow protection, majority- minority rights, political parties, social reforms,
police and military, crime, law & punishment, media and press, family system, bread labour,
means and ends of life, health, divide and rule policy, environmental pollution, ecological decay,
and many more are not less important. Even those areas like science, technology, computer
revolution, foreign policy, diplomacy, defense and security that Gandhi has not directly taught,
cannot remain untouched from Gandhian ideas and applications. Gandhi is no more, but
Gandhism will ever remain to guide the Indian life, people, society, administration and law. In
fact, the intellectual foundation that Gandhi’s metaphysical idealism as impersonal truth, ethical
absolutism as imperative to Ahimsa, religion as a factor of history, moral resistance for Swaraj,
and philosophy of freedom; all are import dimension of social philosophy. °

Conclusion

Gandhi, mistakably a broadminded and visionary leader, virtually failed to convince the large
sections of Indian masses thereby leading to division between intelligentsia and the commons
who remained cut off from the mainstream of society.” Gandhian legacy in modern India
remains a subject of debate. The contemporary India is not only facing the serious challenges on
the issue of religion and community but also women, minorities, linguistic regionalism and
ethnic frenzying which are now proving uncomfortable in various streams. Gandhi remains a
moral force which accelerate the processes of transition from medieval to modern Indian
nationalism. It is a beautiful amalgam of Indo-Western Culture, fusion of Hindu-Muslim
thoughts and hence Gandhi’s patriotic sentiments deserves serious considerations today.
Gandhi was one of the greatest social reformers and a national builder of modern India. He
took an oath to reform, educate and empower the Indian community and was successful to a
great extent in implementing despite strong opposition from various sections of the
community. It is, therefore, incumbent for us to revive Gandhian movement once again to make
the people understand the value of modern education. In fact, Gandhi’s martyrdom deeply
touched the feelings and emotions of mankind, a renewed interest has been shown in the world
moving consequences and momentous ideas embodies in Gandhism. He has been hailed as the
greatest Indian after Gautama Buddha whose teachings of non violence is greatly relevant to
modern world infected with insane militarization and power politics.

Findings

Many critiques believe that Gandhi was not a systematic philosopher like Plato, Aristotle,
Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Bentham, Lincoln and several more western scholars who provided
empirical solution of problem. Yet Gandhi’s popularity and contributions can never be denied.
Gandhi is taught in schools, colleges and idol image and pictures in various government and
private offices. For varied reason, Gandhi remains the most photographed man in India, printed
on Indian Rupees, Stamps, books, literature and intensively researched modern thinker.
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Gandhi was a harmonious blending between values and ethics, violence and humanity which no
one did. Gandhi beautifully synthesized between love and hate, truth and untruth, rulers and
ruled. Some commented Gandhi as one third politician, one third saint, and one third hum-bug.
Very often, Gandhi is called as impractical, utopian, non scientific, and an incomplete visionary
with weak social foundation. So, the modern Indian society has expressed doubts about Gandhian
weapon of Non Violence that has become outdated. Furthermore, Gandhian concept of classless
and casteless, opposition to modern industries, rural based education, practice of cottage
industries, are impractical and do not match with India’s hi tech revolution. In short, Gandhian
philosophy and thinking have been left far behind during the age of globalization, economic
liberalization and IT revolution.

Despite odds and challenges, Gandhi remains a gift to modern world whose ideas and values are
the subject of academic debates. Large number of academic bodies, NGOs and research
organization in India and world are conducting research on Gandhi’s unique contributions.
Gandhi remains most popularized leader in India ever since because he left many secret ideas in
dark which the world is yet to explore.
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Abstract:

This paper tries to attempt to study the role of Rural Banking Institutions in rural development
approach evaluated by Gandhian Thought. Gandhian thoughts for rural development may be
labeled as “idealist”. The very concept and idea of Rural Banking Institutions has its roots in
Gandhian Thought. Rural Banking Institutions are meant to provide funds to marginal framers,
landless labourers, artisans, etc. these are the people who were very close to the heart of
Mahatma Gandhi. The study concluded that the Gandhian Thought would be strong inspiration
for development of rural banking institutions and for rural development.

Key words: Gandhian Thought, Rural Banking Institutions.

Introduction

Gandhiji’s had a deep understanding of Indian economy particularly rural economy. Indian
economy is basically a rural economy. With this understanding Gandhiji could guide Indian
freedom struggle in a manner which entire world recognizes and salutes even today. His words:
“True India lives in villages”. Development of rural economy intends the development of weaker
sections of the society constituted by small farmers, marginal farmers, agricultural labourers,
rural artisans, etc. The main aim of rural development is to bring about a positive change in the
life of the weaker sections in rural areas, and it requires, among other things, some
supplementary services like credit extension, marketing and the like, in a co-ordinate way. Credit
is the key driver of economic progress. It is the basic need for every sector of the economic and
rural sector is no exception to this phenomenon. The major objective of an economy is to
improve the quality of life and to raise the standard of living of the rural people. According to
Census 2011, 68.84% populations are residing within the rural India itself, five out of six are
dependent on agriculture.! Rural development is a strategy to improve the economic and social
life of a specific group of people, the rural poor includes small and marginal farmers, landless
and the poorest among those who seek livelihood in the rural areas. The main aim of rural
development in our country is, therefore, to transform the socio-economic life of the country’s
rural population living below the poverty line in the rural areas. > Numerous studies have brought
out from time to time regarding the exploitative character of the money-lenders. In the report of
the Expert Committee on Consumption Credit, the money-lender also exploits the poor
borrowers through advance contract for tide sale of output only through him which, in turn, he
gets output at lower price than the borrower could have obtained, if he sells output directly in the
market.’

Source of Rural Credit
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Credit is needed in all the sectors such as agriculture, industry, trade and services for their day to
day activities and also for growth and progress. Credit is considered as an important instrument
for agriculture and rural development. It is available to the villagers from two types of broad
sources, viz. the institutional and non-institutional are as follows:

Agencies of Rural Credit

v

y A 4
Institutional Non-Instutional
—>  Commercial Banks Money-lenders
—»  Co-operative Banks Merchants
——»  Regional Rural Banks Commission Agents
L » Central & State Govt. Agencies Landlords
Relatives

The institutional source of credit includes Co-operative Banks, Regional Rural Banks,
Commercial Banks, Central and State Government Agencies while the non-institutional sources
of credit consist of mainly money-lenders, merchants, commission agents, landlords, relatives
etc.* Within the multi-agency system of rural financial institution in India, Commercial Banks,
Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) and Co-operative Banks play a pivotal role for the economic
development of India? Like other states of India, in West Bengal, these Rural Financial
Institutions (RFIs) are performing their role in achieving the stated objective of sustained rural
development of the state.

The present rural financial infrastructure in India comprises of a very wide variety of formal,
semi-formal and informal financial service providers, each with distinctive cultures and
characteristics. The numbers of organizations and agents are very substantial, e.g., over 30,000
rural and semi-urban branches of commercial banks, nearly 14,000 rural and semi-urban
branches of Regional Rural Banks, just over 1,00,000 primary cooperatives at the village level,
1,000 NGO-MFTIs, twenty MFIs registered as companies as well and over 20,00,000 Self-Help
Groups (SHGs). Even more numerous are the myriad of informal agents constituting a great
range of financial service providers across the country.’ Based on the All Indian Debt Investment
Survey (AIDIS) 2002, 111.5 million households had no access to formal credit. It also showed
that 17 million households were indebted to money-lenders. The Arjun Sengupta Report on
financing enterprises in the unorganized sector has pointed out that only 2.4 million out of 58
million units in this sector (with investment of less than Rs.25000) have got credit from
Commercial Banks. The AIDIS 2002 also showed that lower the asset class or income, higher the
degree of exclusion. These findings are corroborated by Invest India Incomes and Savings
Survey (2007). The survey showed that 32.8% of households had borrowed from institutional
sources and 67.2 % had borrowed from non-institutional sources. The survey also found that 70
per cent of earners in the annual income bracket of more than Rs.4,00,000 borrowed from
institutional sources as compared with only 27.5 per cent in the case of earners in the income
bracket of less than Rs.50,000. 6

Of the underprivileged sections of the society—farmers, small venders, agriculture or industrial
laborers, people engaged in unorganized sector, unemployed people, women, children, old people
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and the physically challenged—only40 per cent of the people have a check in account, 20 per
cent have taken life insurance products, 0.6 per cent have taken non-life insurance products, only
2 per cent have access to credit cards. Geographically, only 5.2 per cent of the country’s villages
have a bank branch.” Despite the vast network of rural branches, only 27 per cent of the total
farm households are indebted to formal sources; of them, one-third also borrow from informal
sources. There are parts of the country where more than 95 per cent of the farm households do
not get any credit from institutional or non-institutional sources. Apart from the first that
exclusion itself is large, it also varies widely across regions, social groups and assets holdings.
The poorer the group, the greater is the exclusion. There is evidence that farm debt is increasing
much faster than farm incomes and the larger issue of the overhanging debt stock, as distinct
from credit flow+, has not even been on the agenda except of a few State governments.®
According to NSSO data in the situation assessment survey on “Indebtedness of Farmer
households™ (2003), 45.9 million farmer households in the country (51.4%), out of a total of 89.3
million households do not access credit, either from institutional or non-institutional sources.
Further, only 27% of total farm households are indebted to formal sources. (RBI, 2009)°. Here
we discussed only two rural banking institutions viz. Co-operative Bank and Regional Rural
Bank.

Co-operative Banks

The co-operative banks are constituted on co-operative principles of voluntary association, self
help, mutual aid and equality of members. Co-operative bank may be regarded as a mutual
society formed, composed of and governed by a group of persons for encouraging regular
savings and granting small loans on easy terms and conditions of interest and repayment. It
provides financial assistance to the people with small means to protect them from the debt trap of
the moneylenders. Co-operative banking sector are basically concerned with the primary sectors,
1. e. agricultural sector and rural based industries. As a means of reaching the financial needs of
the last man in the society, the co-operative banks/credit society has no rival except the
traditional so called moneylenders. It offers the only possible method of provided merit for
reaching the people as a whole.'® Co-operation according to Gandhiji was necessary for creation
of a socialistic society and complete decentralization of power. He was of the openion that co-
operation was one of the important means to empower people. The operation of co-operative
bank has laid down on such five basic principles. These principles are:

A co-operative character of activities and attribute of mutual aid of credit granted.
Catering for collective organizations and their members.

Restriction on the number of individual votes.

Aiming at high rates on deposits and low rates on lending.

Limitation of dividends out of profits and bonus to depositors and borrowers or grants to
cultural or co-operative endeavour.

The Co-operative Banks are managed through a three-tier system. At the village level, there are
Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACSs) which include agricultural and non-agricultural
credit. At the district level, there are District Central Co-operative Banks (DCCBs) to which all
the PACSs in the district are affiliated. The PACSs receive their financial requirements from the
DCCB. At the state level there are State Co-operative Banks (StCBs) to which all the DCCBs in
the State are affiliated. StCBs are providing finance to all the DCCBs in the State. The State Co-

A e
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operative Banks, to great extent, depend upon the finance provided by the Government,
NABARD and Reserve Bank of India (RBI)."
Structure of the Co-operative Credit Institutions

CO-OPERATIVE CRDIT INSTITUTIONS

Rural Co-op{erative Credit Urban Co—op‘érative Credit
Institutions Institutions
\ 4 i
) v
Short-term Credit Pattern Long-term Credit Pattern Urban Co-

operative Banks

, | (UCBs) (2090)

National Federation of State Co-
operative Banks (NAFSCOB)

y State Co-operative Agricultural
State Co-operative Banks and Rural Development Banks
(SCBs) (31) (SCARDBE:)
District Central Co-operative y
Banks (DCCBs) (372) Primary Co-operative Agricultural
L and Rural Development Banks
PCARDB
Primary Agricultural Credit ( )
Societies (PACSs) (93488)

Table 1: Important Key Indicators of DCCBs for the year ending 31% March, 2013
(Rupees in lakh)

Sl. | Key Indicators West India

No. Bengal

1. | No. of Bank (Nos.) 17 372

2. | No. of Branches With Head Office (Nos.) 285 13655

3. | Total Membership (Nos.) 36784 3915657

4. | Total Share Capital 13563 3328992

5. | Total Deposits 579142 19572643

6. | Total Borrowings 72676 6173116

7. | Total Working Capital 767955 28802124

8. | Total Investments 353939 9405085

9. | Total Short Term Agricultural Loan Issued 141482 10141581

10. | Total Short Term Non-Agricultural Loan Issued 63407 6423276
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11. | Total Medium Term Agricultural Loan Issued 9071 366994
12. | Total Medium Term Non-Agricultural Loan Issued 60654 1545264
13. | Other Loan and Issued 14500 2459973
14. | Total Loans and Advances 289114 20937088
15. | Total Short Term Agricultural Loan Outstanding 117189 75966172
16. | Total Short Term Non-Agricultural Loan Outstanding | 53731 3627521
17. | Total Medium Term Agricultural Loan Outstanding 13566 1016537
18. | Total Medium Term Non-Agricultural Loan | 109708 2642627
Outstanding
19. | Total Other Loan Outstanding 33240 2268422
20. | Total Loan Outstanding 327434 17151279
21. | Total Demand 320675 15482531
22. | Total Collection 259449 12329501
23. | Percentage of Collection to Demand 80.91% 79.63%
24. | Percentage of Overdue to Demand 19.09% 20.37%
25. | Total No. of Employees 1992 85611
26. | Total Business 791156.07 | 39868595.24
27. | Yield on Employee 5485.22 146830.32
28. | Cost of Management Per Employee 15.60 8.61
29. | Percentage of Cost of Management to Working | 4.05% 2.56%
Capital
30. | NPA (Absolute) 34836.77 | 1735964.54

Sources: Annual Report of NAFSCOB, 2012-13.

Table 1 shows that, in all over India 372 DCCB operates with 13665 branches, in West Bengal
17 DCCB with 285 branches. The picture of percentage of collection to demand of the West
Bengal (80.91%) is better than that of all over the India. On the other hand the percentage of Cost
of Management to Working Capital West Bengal (4.05%) is worse than that of all over the
country.

Regional Rural Banks (RRBs)

The Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) were established in 1975 under the provisions of the
Ordinance promulgated on the 26th September 1975 and followed by Regional Rural Banks Act,
1976 with a view to develop the rural economy and to create a supplementary channel to the
'Cooperative Credit Structure' with a view to enlarge institutional credit for the rural and
agriculture sector. The Government of India, the concerned State Government and the bank,
which had sponsored the RRB contributed to the share capital of RRBs in the proportion of 50%,
15% and 35%, respectively. The area of operation of the RRBs is limited to notify few districts in
a State. The RRBs mobilise deposits primarily from rural/semi-urban areas and provide loans and
advances mostly to small and marginal farmers, agricultural labourers , rural artisans and other
segments of priority sector. The RRBs were required, in particular, to under the business of
providing credit facilities to the poorer sections of rural society, generally referred to as the
Target Group. The first five RRBs were set up in five states in Haryana, West Bengal, Rajasthan,
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with one each and two in Uttar Pradesh, which were sponsored by different commercial banks."
It will not be an overstatement to say that RRBs are true torch bearers of Gandhiji’s philosophy.
When wisdom and guidance of Gandhiji could take us to long awaited independence why cant
today we guide ourselves by this words of wisdom: “True India lives in villages”.

Table 2: Important Key Indicators of RRBs for the year ending 31° March, 2013

(Rupees in lakh)
SI. Key Indicators West India
No. Bengal
1. | No. of Bank (Nos.) 3 64
2. | No. of Branches With Head Office (Nos.) 921 17856
3. | Share Capital 900.00 19700.00
4. | Share Capital Deposit 103461.22 | 597684.49
5. | Reserves 1379.00 1313001.23
6. | Total Owned Fund 105740.22 | 1930385.62
7. | Total Deposits 1220762.00 | 21145779.83
8. | Total Borrowings 81348.38 3826772.97
9. | Total Investments 678009.00 | 11068347.01
10.| Total Loans and Advances 598967.00 | 13983700.19
11.| Total Loan Issued During the Year 353111.00 | 10216170.86
12.| Percentage (%) of Recovery 77.63 81.32
13.] Net Profit/Loss 4960.00 238458.78
14.| Percentage (%) of Net NPA 5.83 3.40
15.| Branch Productivity 1946.82 1967.38
16.| Staff Productivity 371.22 461.51

Sources: Key Statistics of NABARD, 2012-13.

Table 2 shows that, in all over India 64 RRBs operates with 17856 branches, in West Bengal 3
RRB with 921 branches. The picture of percentage of recovery the West Bengal (77.63%) is
lower than all over India. On the other hand the percentage of Net NPA of the country is lower
than the state average. The both branch and staff productivity of state average are lower than the
national average.

Rural Banking Institution and Gandhian Thought

The concept and ideas of rural banking institutions has its roots in Gandhian philosophy and
thought. Rural banking institutions particularly Co-operative Banks and Regional Rural Banks
are meant to provide credit to marginal farmers, landless laboureres, artisans, etc. these are the
people who were very close to the heart of Mahatma Gandhi'>. It was not just a coincidence that
very fast Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) come into existence on Gandhiji’s birth anniversary, on
Oct 2, 1975. According to Gandhian Philosophy individual occupies the central space. Well-
being of an individual decides the welfare of entire society and entire nation in Gandhian
Philosophy. The role of rural banking institutions are carter to the needs of those individuals of
Indian people who have had a long history of suffering and indifferent treatment given to them.
Conclusion
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Rural economy of our country is still deprived of basic necessities. Different rural banking

institutions have been providing rural finance to the rural people but due to poor implementation
of programes and absence of proper monitoring all most all the schemes are have not shown
expected result. It will not be an overstatement to say that rural banking institutions are true torch

bearers of Gandhiji’s philosophy. Gandhiji have deep understanding of Indian economy

particularly rural economy. With this understanding he could guide Indian freedom struggle in
manner which entire world recognizes and salutes even today with his thought. Gandhian
Thought would be strong inspiration for development of rural banking institutions and for rural
development.
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Abstract
Mahatma Gandhi itself did not write or discuss anything particularly on economics but his thought has definitely
some economic orientation as social concept cannot withstand without economics. His followers and close persons
identified economic value of his thought which is known as Gandhian Economics. J.C. Kumarappa mainly termed
Gandhiji’s economic thought as Gandhian Economics. Gandhian philosophy of Swaraj, Sarvodaya and his view as
identified by Kirti Shailesh in its book as Gandhian economic views in fifteen points as Economic Laws,. Non-
Violent Economy, Decentralisation, Cottage Industries, Khadi Industry, Use of Machines, Regeneration of Villages
or Village Sarvodaya, The Trusteeship Doctrine, Law of Bread Labou, Food Problem, Population, Prohibition,
Labour Welfare, Simplicity, Exchange Economy, Untouchability which are closely connected with the sustainable
development programme of United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goal 2030 where 17 points are made to
achieve within 2030 worldwide to achieve sustainable living of human being. As sustainable development is the long
term development of human society that ensures ecological balances is to be sustained as modern development does
not care for future but present delopment. The only point of difference that can be identified between Gandhian
Economics and Sustainable Development Programme is that absence of global perspective in the Gandhian views.
He stressed on Nationality rather Internationality. But sustainable development is impossible if not think globally as
equity or equitable distribution of material object or knowledge material or idea cannot be confined by geographical
boundary. If confined total balance will be under threat. Thus sustainable development is impossible. Here we can
relate to Karl Marx views whose primary condition of equity is the distribution of wealth among people equally and
globally. Otherwise Gandhian Economics has no such big difference with the Sustainable Development Goals(SDG)
2030 as set by United Nations. The ethical bonding of Gandhian Principle is one of the prime objects that can closely
connect with human values to sustain everyone in the world. That makes big difference with materialistic concept
which creates war, warfare, more wants, more desires and ultimately destabilizes the society and hampers
sustainable development.
Key Words: Gandhian Economics, Sustainable Development, Equity, Materialistic View, Ethical View
Introduction
Gandhian economics is a school of thought that opposes so called rational classical economic
principle of maximizing material self interest of human being. It has been based on some socio-
economic principle which is guided by some moral and spiritual bindings. Whereas classical or
westernized socio economic system based on satisfaction to the material interest or want and
more want and more satisfaction, Gandhian theology indicates it as unsustainable and derogatory
to human morale and well being. Rather he suggested satisfaction to the want or need means
satisfaction to the community and society. The term ‘Gandhian economics’ was referred by J.C.
Kumarappa, a close follower and supporter of Mahatma Gandhi, narrated that economic model
should have a protectionist view to the downtrodden and it should be aimed towards well being
of nation. Gandhi thus rejected the ‘class war’ in terms of socio-economic harmony and also
‘scientific materialism’ of Karl Marx for the betterment of the human being. Sustainable
Development is the approach to development which seeks to generate present growth without in
any way of disturbing and limiting the quality of life for future generations which has no big
difference with the Gandhian view of development in narrow sense.

The Influence on Gandhian Thought
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Gandhi was greatly influenced by the writing of John Ruskin and the American writer Henry
David Thoreau. Gandhi followed Ruskin’s ‘Unto This Last’ very deeply. From this book he
learnt that -1.the good of the individual is the good of all; 2 White colour works has the same
value with toiling work, and 3. the life of labour which is worth-living, Further Gandhi was
inspired by the idea of Thoreau, Tolstoy and Kropotkin. Tolstoy’s principles of simplicity,
asceticism and equalitarianism engulf the Gandhi’s philosophy. Not only that Gita and
Upanishads and Indian saints Kabir, Mira, Nanak also greatly influenced Gandhi’s thinking.

He wanted to fight against poverty, social backwardness of Indian people. So his call
for ‘Swadeshi’ and ‘non-cooperation’ were centred on the principles of economic self-sufficiency
in the sense of Indian Independence Movement. He pointed out that European clothes and
products were causes of unemployment of local people and thus threat to the livelihood of
countrymen. The introductions of ‘Khadi’ clothing with home spun and Indian made product are
not only the symbol of creating peaceful resistance against British ruler but also create national
self sufficiency.

He led ‘Civil Disobedience’ or ‘Satyagraha’ and ‘Tax Resistance’ against mill owner and land
owner supported by British Government to end oppressive tax imposition on the general masses
with a aim to economic upliftment of them and curb poverty. The rebellions under him were
committed to end cast oppression and various social oppression against women by the virtue of
homemade product and clothes and food.

The ‘Ashram’ is one of the major contributors to the Gandhian theology. He and his followers
developed numerous ‘Ashram’s in the country. The ashram is like so called ‘commune’ where
the residents were use to engage themselves in producing clothes with home spun, product and
food to promote the sense of equity and harmony among themselves. They used to construct their
living places and farm houses with indigenous material easily available to them. The whole work
was guided by ‘trusteeship’ which was made of democratically among the inhabitants of the
ashrams. The whole action was governed by denying individual wealth and material persuasion
of self interest.

Gandhi was very consciously averse to the notions of class warfare and class based revolution as
mentioned by Karl Marx. According to him it is the cause social violence and disharmony. His
view concentrated on the egalitarianism of prevention of human dignity instead of material
development. Though many big business persons or industrialist like J.R. D. Tata, Ghanashyam
Birla, Ambalal Sarabhai, Jamnalal Bajaj were followers of Gandhi by participating Gandhi’s
socio-political activities directly as well as implementing his idea in managing labour relations in
their business.

The Principle behind Gandhian Thought

The Gandhian Thought has following underlying principles-

1. Satya (truth)
2. Ahimsa (non-violence)
3. Aparigraha (non-possession) or the idea that no one possesses anything

According to him Satya and Ahimsa were 'as old as the hills', and based on these two, he derived
the principle of non-possession. Possession itself lead to violence as to protect own possessions
and to acquire others possessions. He thus emphasizes on to restrict ones want or need to the
basic minimum. By his own life he was portrayed by his thought as his worldly possessions were
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just pair of clothes, watch, stick and few utensils. He advocated that these principle should be
abide by all especially by the riches and industrialist as according to him they are held as trustee
not owner of the wealth they possessed.

Economic Ideas of Mahatma Gandhi

According to the article Shared by Kirti Shailesh in “The Economic Ideas of Mahatma
Gandhi”are-: 1. Economic Laws 2. Non-Violent Economy 3. Decentralisation: Cottage
Industries 4. Khadi Industry 5. Use of Machines 6. Regeneration of Villages or Village
Sarvodaya 7. The Trusteeship Doctrine 8. Law of Bread Labour 9. Food Problem 10.
Population 11. Prohibition 12. Labour Welfare 13.Simplicity 14.Exchange Economy 15.
Untouchability

1. Economic Laws:

According to Gandhi, economic laws which aim at material progress as well as social harmony
and moral advancement, should be formulated according to the laws of nature. There is no
conflict between the laws of nature and laws of economics. The laws of nature are universal and
bind everything equally or equitably hence economic laws will be alike.

2. Non-Violent Economy:

Gandhi followed and advocated non-violence and hence his economics have been economics of
nonviolence. The principle of non-violence is the principle of Gandhian ideology. As there was
no industry and no activity without certain amount of violence, he wanted to minimize it. He
believed that violence in any form germinates greater violence.

3. Decentralisation: Cottage Industries:

Gandhi opposed large scale industrialisation, as it was responsible for many socioeconomic evils.
He believed that large scale use of machinery led to drudgery and monotony. He was in favour of
decentralised economy. In such an economy, exploitation of labour would be nil. His belief was
strong in the context of the Indian economy. India has plenty of human resources but capital
supply was poor, therefore labour intensive technology should be followed. Gandhiji advocated a
decentralised economy as it ensures distribution of labour and power as well as idea and skills.

4. Khadi Industry:

According to him every Indian needed at least 13 yards of cloth per year. Gandhiji believed that
multiplication of mills could not solve the problem of cloth supply; therefore he stressed the
development of Khadi industry. For Gandhiji, khadi was the “symbol of unity of Indian humanity
of its economic freedom and equality”. Khadi means the decentralisation of production and
distribution of the necessaries of human life. Khadi movement began only after Gandhiji’s return
from South Africa.

5. Use of Machines:

Gandhiji described machinery as ‘great sin’. He believed that the modern technology was
responsible for human frustration, violence and war. It was also responsible for the multiplication
of material wants. The use of machines created a class of wealthy people and led to unequal
distribution of wealth. Again, Gandhiji was not totally against machinery. He says “the spinning
wheel itself is a machine; a little toothpick is a machine, what I object to is the craze for labour
saving machinery. Men go on saving labour, till thousands are without work and thrown on the
open streets to die of starvation”. But he was against all destructive machinery. He welcomed

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 42
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

such instruments and machinery that saved individual labour and lightened the burden of millions
of cottage workers.

6. Regeneration of Villages or Village Sarvodaya:

Gandhiji evolved the ideal of Village Sarvodaya. Speaking about the old village economy,
Gandhiji said, “Production was simultaneous with consumption and distribution and the vicious
circle of money economy was absent. Production was for immediate use and not for distant
markets. The whole structure of society was founded on non-violence.” This is the Sarvodaya of
people.

7. The Trusteeship Doctrine:

Gandhiji remarked that the capitalist who had gathered a large sum of money was a thief. If a
person acquired money and wealth inheriting he would not have the ownership but the care taker
of fund and fortune only. It belongs to everyone in the society and must be spent on the welfare
of all. He wanted stability of economic equality by refraining every types violent activity or
revolution. He wished the capitalists to be trustees and he enunciated the doctrine of trusteeship.
8. Law of Bread Labour:

The Law of Bread Labour was introduced by T.M. Bondaref and popularized by Ruskin and
Tolstoy. This law emphasises that man must earn his bread by his own toil and labour. To
Gandhiji the law of bread labour related to agriculture only. But as everyone was not a cultivator,
he could earn his bread by doing some other work in this capacity.

9. Food Problem:

Gandhiji witnessed the worst famine of his life during 1943-44, when Bengal suffered heavily
with immense starvation owing to the country-wide shortage of food. Initially, Gandhiji thought
that this scarcity of food had been artificially created by the hoarder. But after visiting Madras,
Bengal and Assam, he arrived at the conclusion that the shortage of food was real and not
artificial and stressed on increase of food production.

10. Population:

The most important matter of concern that attracted the attention of Gandhiji was the rapid
increase in population. He opposed the use of contraceptives as its use in India would make the
middle class male population imbecile. He was in favour of birth control through self-control or
brahmacharya and discurd artificial methods. He considered self-control as the “infallible
sovereign remedy” in controlling population.

11. Prohibition:

According to Mahatma, the use of tea, coffee, tobacco, and alcohol was detrimental to the human
mind, body and soul, the use of liquor was a disease like matter in the society. He had no
objection in using alcohol under medical advice. He preferred India to be reduced to a state of
pauperism than have ‘thousands of drunkards in our midst’.

12. Labour Welfare:

One of the important fields where Mahatma Gandhi’s view of economic equality was
concentrated was the factory. He saw that workers were bound to follow inhuman work schedule
and subject to huge tyranny in their livelihood. He was painful toward child labour and
considered it as societal degradation of human. He always pleaded for shorter hours of work and
more leisure so that workers can survive meaningfully. He also demanded safety measures inside
every factory. He laid emphasis on the welfare of the worker, his dignity and proper wages. In

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 43
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

the ‘Harijan’ dated June 9, 1946 he wrote that all useful work should bring to the worker the
same and equal wages. Until then, he stressed on minimum living wages for worker so that a
family of 4 to 6 members might live a human life. He wrote as far back as 1920 that the worker
should get more wages with less work to do so that they have — clean house, clean body, clean
mind and a clean soul.

13. Simplicity:

Mahatma Gandhi always was against the multiplication of human wants. In order to lead a simple
life — he pointed out to give up immorality, untruth and political gain. He eventually succeeded
in complete renunciation of human soul. He firmly believed that Western materialism and
industrialisation had increased human wants and greed. He always pleaded for a simple life, life
of plain living and high thinking, so that the requirements of such a life could be satisfied easily.
14. Exchange Economy:

Gandhian idea on exchange economy is based on the swadeshi spirit. Every Indian village should
be a self-supporting and self-contained unit and exchanging only necessary commodities with
other villages where they are not locally producible. The person who has accepted the discipline
of swadeshi would never consider physical discomfort or inconvenience caused by the non-
availability of certain things which he has been using. He was prepared to buy from other
countries those commodities (like watches from Switzerland, surgical instruments from England,
etc.) which were essential, but he was not prepared to buy cotton of the finest variety from
England or Japan or any other country of the world because its importation caused the ruin of the
home industry — it had harmed the interests of the millions of weavers in this country.

15. Untouchability:

Gandhiji believed that untouchability was a sin against God and mankind. It was “like poison
slowly eating into the very vitals of Hinduism”. It degraded both the untouchables and the
touchable. He felt “Swaraj had no meaning if about 4 crores of people were kept under prepetual
subjection; and were deliberately denied the fruits of their labour and national culture.” To him,
“untouchability was not only part and parcel of Hinduism but a plague which every Hindu should
try to combat”. He admitted that as it was long been inherited can’t be easily quashed or
abolished but relentless trial could minimize and ultimately eradicate. He held that if “some
shastras had given sanction to it, it was a sin committed by Hinduism; this sin must be removed”.
The Ethics and Gandhian Economy

According to Gandhian economics there is no difference in ethics and economics. Any economic
activities which are immoral are considered as sinful activities. The value of industry is strictly
depends on the value of its entire stake holder including general masses. The basic principle of
Gandhian thought is plain living and high thinking. It enables every one self reliant and limited
need or want. There should be a clear distinction between ‘standard of living’ and ‘standard of
life’ where former stressed on material contents of living whereas latter stressed on quality of
living.

Secondly, the stress on small scale and locally oriented production, using local resources and
meeting local needs which creates employment opportunities available everywhere, promoting
the idea of Sarvodaya — the welfare of all, in contrast with the welfare of a few. He favoured
labour intensive technology instead of labour saving technology to increase employment
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opportunities. He also emphasised dignity of labour, and criticised conventional attitude toward
contemplating manual labour. He rather insisted on ‘bread labour’ by everyone.

The third principle of Gandhian economic thought, known as trusteeship principle, here he
considers that an individual or group of individuals is free not only to make a decent living
through an economic enterprisal activities but also to accumulate their surplus wealth above their
basic needs and investment, should be held as a trustee for the welfare of all, particularly of the
poorest and most deprived in the society. These three principles mentioned above, when
followed, are surely ensure equality and justice in the society and thus make ‘sarvodaya’.

The Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)

Sustainable Development is the approach to development which seeks to generate present growth
without in any way of disturbing and limiting the quality of life for future generations The
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), officially known as Transforming our world: the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is a set of 17 "Global Goals" with 169 targets
between them. It is a vision step undertaken by United Nations in its working papers during its
summits of world community.

Wu Hongbo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs,United Nations, said,
“...Nations must now focus on implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, he
said, stressing the vital role the United Nations system and relevant bodies would play. He
emphasized the importance of coherent and integrated policies, calling on Member States to
provide clear guidance for the United Nations development system”.

The Goals that set are as follows-

17 Sustainable Development Goals

Goal 1 End poverty in all its forms everywhere
Goal 2 End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture
Goal 3 Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
Goal 4 o
opportunities for all
Goal 5 Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Goal 6 Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
Goal 7 Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all
Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive
Goal 8
employment and decent work for all
Goal 9 Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and

foster innovation

Goal 10 Reduce inequality within and among countries
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Goal 11 Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

Goal 12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

Goal 13 Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*

Goal 14 Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development
Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably

Goal 15 manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and
halt biodiversity loss
Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide

Goal 16 access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at
all levels

Goal 17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for

sustainable development

The SDGs and Gandhian Economy- the Corollary

If we closely interpret each of the Gandhian Economic Thought and Sustainable Development
Goals 2030 agenda one by one we can easily reciprocate with the objectives of the both. The
overall sustainable development is the main theory of Gandhian Thought. The only absence that
can be noticed in Gandhian theology is the absence of global partnership of sustainable
development and modern look of development activities in present scenario. Others are almost
identical by objectives.

The Conclusions

The Gandhian Economic Thought and Sustainable Development Thought is one of the
inseparable ideas except global phenomenon. Gandhian thought envisage in the national
boundary as he never considered the global perspective of development which is considered by
Karl Marx in his work. In assessing Gandhian thought, one should agree with the Gandhian
postulates or not. If any critic agrees with simplicity, non-violence, decentralisation and ethical
and moral considerations which form the basis of the Gandhian ideas, he would probably find
that entire system of Gandhian thought is very logical. Otherwise, the traditional economist will
find that Gandhian thought is extremely lacking in concurrence on such modern issues as public
finance, the problems of defence and international trade, monetary management and economic
planning. In Gandhi’s economics, there is a fundamental postulate that all countries would be
organised on the non-violent pattern. Whether such a situation is practicable or not, is quite a
different matter. At last we may conclude by quoting-

“The earth has sufficient resources to satisfy one’s needs, but not for one’s greed.”
- M. K. Gandhi
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Introduction,

Gandhi, the father of our nation and of course a non-violent freedom fighter, gave the
scheme on Indian education in ‘Hind Swaraj” for modern india, which can also be very well
called first manifesto on national education system. Gandhian concept and program me on
education is job-centered, value based, it may be known as the first model of vocationalisation of
education in India.

Non-violence was the fundamental mode of Gandhi’s life and thought. Naturally his new
educational concept was based on principal non-violence. Gandhi’s thought’s on education in
‘Hind Swaraj’ are helpful for character building.

Gandhi was neither as academician nor an educationalist in the rigid sense of the term,
but his views on education could be high value to Indian education system at all times.

Gandhi’s Educational ideas :

Gandhi focuses on important aspects of education in ‘Hind Swaraj’. These aspects were
meaning of education, objectives of education, medium of education, higher education, adult
education and religious education, etc. Gandhi’s educational aspects discusses the following
points.

Meaning of Education :

Education mean’s not only knowledge of letter but also education for mind, body and
soul. Education be develops our body and personality. In his words, “Education means all round
drawing out of the best in child and man’s body, mind and spirit ”. It is one of the means where
by men and women can be educated. It shows that he was viewing education as a means for all
round human development. He held the view that optimum enrichment and development of
personality should be through education.

Feature of the Gandhian Education Concept :
Main features of the ‘Gandhian Educational ideas are as follows:
1. Free and compulsory education :

According to Gandhi, education should be free and compulsory for all boys and girls
between the ages of seven and fourteen. But this does not mean that Gandhi was not aware of
the need of pre-primary. Poor-Primary and adult education. In fact Gandhi’s but particular
emphasis has been laid on the education of the children between seven and fourteen years. In
Gandhi’s own word’s.

“Primary education, extending over a period o seven years or longer and covering all
the subjects up to matriculation standard, except English plus a vocation used as the vehicle
for drawing out the minds of boys and girls in all departments of knowledge, should take the
place of what passes today under the name of primary, middle and high school education”.

2. Craft as the centre of Education :
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Education should be imported through some craft as productive work which should

provide the nucleus of all the instructions provided in the school. In his own words.

“The core of my suggestion is that handicrafts are to be taught, not merely for
productive work, but for developing the intellect of the pupils”.

3. Self supporting aspects of Education :

The aim of the education in society is determined by the nature of society. Therefore,
Gandhi wanted to make the individual and society both self-supporting by his scheme of
education. As Gandhi himself put it, “You have to start with the conviction that looking to the
needs of the villages of india, our rural education ought to be made self-supporting, if it is to
be compulsory.

4. Cult of non-violence :

Gandhi’s educational concept stands on two foundation pillars first is truth and second
is non-violence. Non-violence was the fundamental mode of Gandhin’s life, so his
educational concept was based on non-violence principle. Gandhi believed in “God is truth
and truth is God”, but truth without non-violence is not truth but untruth for him.

5. Education for inculcating Democratic Values :

Gandhi wanted that the education should aim at training the children for leading
corporate life based on social aspects of Democracy. They should learn to adjust
themselves in the best manner with their social environment. A proper development of
civic sense and adjustment with the surrounding would children, worthy citizens of the
country.

Thus, we see that Gandhi’s concept jof education in indigenous and based upon
the social conditions and future needs of the country. The main function of education is to
first the individual to play his role in the society in worthy manner.

Medium of Instruction:

The medium of instructions should be in mother tongue. A foreign language deprives
them of the spiritual and social heritage of the nation and senders them to that exert unfit for the
service of the country. Mother tongue being the simplest for any child is the easiest on to pick up.

Gandhi was is favour of regional languages as medium of instruction at all stages of
education. He did not attach less importance to the study of English language. English would not
be the medium of instruction in the primary school but would be taught as an optional language
in the higher education. Also Gandhi rejected English as a medium of instruction at all stages of
education. If English is accepted as a medium of instruction. It has many evil effects. The
students have to bear undue strain. They would be robbed of their originality they only learn to
crime and imitators are handicapped form taking up original work.

According to Gandhi, the national language of the india should be ‘Hindi’ with the option
of writing it in Devnagari or in Person script. He put forth the following arguments is support of
‘Hindi’ as the national language.

1. It is easy enough to the people of Gujart, Maharashtra and Bengal, within a few
months, they can have sufficient command over this language.

2. Hindustani is the language which is spoken by the Hindus and the Muslims with
slight variation in the nor then india. While the learned Hindus have sanskritized
Hindu which cannot be easily understood the Muslims, the Muslims of Lucknow
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have personalized its which has becomes unites eligible to the hindus. Thus the and
sanskritized and personized hindi represents two excesses of the same language.
Simple Hindi, Hindustani is to be favored.
3. The religious, commercial , political and social activities can be carried out through
out india through Hindi Medium.
4. Tt is easy for the officials to learn this language.
Gandhi’s Educational Programme ;

Gandhi focused on three steps of educational programme in ‘Hind Swaraj’ fsirst is basic
education second is Higher Education and Adult Education. Basic education is important step in
Gandhi’s Philosophy so these three steps are important in modern age.

Basic Education :

According to Gandhi, literacy in itself is no education, it is not the end of education. It is
one of the means for round developments of the personality of child. The objective of the mind,
the body and the soul of the child.

Gandhi recommended free, compulsory and self-supporting basis education. The basic
education must be free so that it is within the reach of every one. They should establish, self-
supporting educational institution which cut the very most of unemployment. When the boy
comes out of the self-supporting school he must be an earning unity in the society. The course of
basic education should be extended to seven year and should include the general knowledge
gained up to matriculation standard plus a substantial vocation and less English.

Gandhi basic education system is based on rural requirements. Rural education should use
rural instrumental as for as possible in importing education. Gandhi soon discovered that,
literarycum vocation training is batter than vocation-cum literary training, knowledge is
imported to the student through three means practical oral and alphabets. Gandhi recommended
that the education of the children must begin with practical and oral instruction.

Post-Basic Education (Higher Education) ;

Higher educational institution should be established and expanded in accordance with
national necessities. These institution’s should be self-supporting, Engineering college should be
attached to the industries and are expected to be self-supporting.

Gandhi visualized about higher education that the middle and upper classes are the main
beneficiaries to the money contributed by the poor. What he has to say about primary education
applies equally to his view of higher education.

Adult Education :

According to Gandhi, adult education should not bend with bare acquaintance with the
alphabet. The education of illiterate adults should go hand is hand with the spread of the
knowledge which is useful to the villagers in their daily life Arithmetic, Geography, History and
other subject should be tough with a special reference to the village life and the village need-
based education, the villagers would defiantly take interest in the adult education would Certainly
view it as a useful treasure and pass it on to other.

Conclusion :

Gandhi’s concept of education explain and analysis the basic assumptions, medium of

instruction, basic and post basic education and adult education, plans a new system of education

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 57
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

(mean’s “Nai Talim”) for the society based on certain ideals. This system of education laid

emphasis on agriculture, village industries and self employment.
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Gandhian Economics And Trends Of Present Market Economy
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Abstract

In today’s global world every aspect has come under direct influence of globalization. Globalization is mainly
governed by prevailing dominant world politico-economic order. Broadly speaking ‘globalization’ means
integration of economics and societies through cross-country flow of information, ideas, technologies, goods,
services, capital, finance and people. It is a process through which global events values and ideas are localized in
interpretation and outcome. The economic system or mode of production that dominates the contemporary world is
capitalism. It is a market economy of free enterprise system neither of which tells us what we need to know. The
phrase free enterprise is still less informative, this free market trend has created inequality among nations.
Consumerism is one such feature that has permeated deeply in the society, economy and politics thereby, disturbing
the ultimate peace that man strives for. In the backdrop there is an ongoing search to provide alternative approach
to deal with negative trends of globalization. The approach of Mahatma Gandhi is one such approach which is today
emerging as the possible answer to global crisis of human values. The paper therefore seeks to suggest Gandhian
strategies and his model as an alternative to reverse the negative trends of market economy.

Key Words: Capitalism, Ethics, Gandhi, Globalization, Market.

Introduction

Globalization can be described as a process by which people of the world are unified into a single
society and functioning together. This process is a combination of economic, technological,
socio-cultural and political forces. (Croucher: 2004:10) Globalization is evident in the growing
extensity, intensity, velocity and deepening impact of worldwide inter-connectedness.
Ultimately, globalization is the spread and intensification of economic, social, political and
cultural relations across national borders.

Since January 30, 1948 much water has flown down the Ganga and many have forgotten
relevance of Gandhism in the age of globalization as we lost sight of ethical values in our pursuit
of prosperity and power. Peace has taken back seat; exploitation and conflict have come to

forefront. Further, the total ecosystem becomes greatly endangered not only in India but also in
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the whole world. Einstein, one of the greatest scientists of our times has rightly condoled the
death of the Mahatma “Generations to come will scarce to believe that such a man in flesh and
blood walked upon this earth”. Mahatma Gandhi believed in “Service to Humanity is Service to
God”. Truth and nonviolence were his most powerful weapons to fight against the British for our
independence. As seen today the fast-paced phenomenon of globalization is characterized on the
one hand by expending global trade, global investment and global finance and beyond the geo-
political boundaries of nation states, and on the other, by shrinking space, shrinking time and
disappearing borders, linking people’s lives intensely and immediately more than even before.
When we observe globalization through Gandhian view point there is feeling that all is not well
in India. No doubt globalization has had important positive impacts with respect to
communications, decentralization of powers, economic efficiency and range of available
products. (Scholte: 2009: 9) At the same time it has many negative consequences in regard to
increased ecological degradation, persistent global poverty, worst working conditions, cultural
violence, widespread arbitrary and economic inequalities between elite and people below poverty
line (BPL), trend of profit making marketing and deepened democratic deficiency.

Gandhi and Globalization
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When we observe Gandhi’s life history, we have feeling that he himself was a clear product of
globalization. This can be understood by the life of Gandhi. He was educated in London, started
his political activity in South Africa before he joined Indian Politics. He was greatly influenced
by ideas of Jesus, Tolstoy, Thoreau and Ruskin.Once he said:

“I do not want my house to be walled in on all sides and my windows to be stuffed. I want the
culture of all lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible. But I refuse to be blown off
my feet by any”.

So he believed that adopting different cultures in India would not be a threat to its own customs
and culture. However he warns that establishment of a global society may become a danger to
sovereign nations in the form of colonialism, commercialization of economy, leading to class
antagonism and environmental hazards(P.V. Verma: 2008: 90) With the integration of world
community, urban India has changed a lot but what about rural India which is still in poor
conditions. Gandhi wanted integration of global ideas, techniques, knowledge and information so
that every nation according to its domestic conditions can decide its way of progress. But in India
it is not the globalization of human and human values, but of market. Anyone who is having
money can use it, buy any product of the world, and therefore earning profits by selling it on
higher rates. This has become the real globalization. Such scenario is not suitable when we
observe Gandhian thought that wealth and profits should not be concentrated in the hands of few.
Wealth and profits should be distributed in such way which can be easily available to our
villages. (Mahatma Gandhi: 2008:74)

Gandhi’s complete idea of Swaraj was the village republic, independent of its neighbours for its
own vital wants and yet interdependent for many others in which dependence is necessary. To
him every village’s first concern will be to grow its own food crops and cotton for its own
clothes. (Mahatma Gandhi: 78) Urban India seemed to be shining due to marketing of new
luxurious product; diet coke, flat screen, television and super express highway, anti wrinkle
treatment and malls

A development measure, which contributes to the further improvement of the already high
quality of life of the rich, as well as to the much needed improvement of the living conditions of
the present-day poor who find it extremely difficult to manage to exist, would definitely be
preferable. But it does not seem to be possible because the amount of effort and resources which
it would need, the country does not seem to have; therefore, the desirability of globalization
should be primarily determined by the role it can play in improving the quality of life lived by
disadvantaged Indians. As a developmental measure, it seems, it would proceed by first
benefiting the affluent, and then some benefits may percolate to those who are below the poverty
line. But it may also happen that they dry up before reaching the bottom where the poor are. In
the Gandhian model, on the other hand, we have to start the development process which, first
benefit those who are at the bottom of the affluence scale, and therefore it is sure to benefit the
poor. It may even require the affluent to sacrifice a bit of their self-interest, or comforts. This
sacrifice would be morally desirable in the eyes of foreigners interested in India. What the
affluent loses in monetary terms is more than compensated by what he gains in moral terms, and
in terms of a higher kind of happiness accruing to his and to others as a result of consequential
social harmony (Rajinder Prasad:2008)
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Gandhi opined that globalization was not evil but to believe that everything western was
superior was not the correct stand to take. He did not perceive any threat to our culture due to
globalization but he did believe that it would lead to consumerism. (P.V. Sarma: 90)
Consumerism has therefore come to define the contemporary India wherein the materialistic
values have dominated the individual life styles but also the societies, governmental bodies and
all developmental policies. Exploitation, alienation, conflict, violence, control over nature have
become natural consequences of the same. It is in this vein that Gandhi offers a critique not
merely of materialism and consumerism but also of western notion of development. For him, this
model of development was an equivalent of a market place. The scarcity of resources in this
market forces everybody to participate in a mad race. This race, according to him has initiated a
process of life corroding competition. (Roy Ramashray: 1996:37) Referring to its effect on
individual, Gandhi argues, “We notice that mind is a restless bird; the more it gets the more it
wants and still remain unsatisfied”. Further arguing against consumerism, he refers to the
negative impact that it can create on society as a whole. The competition of scarce resources
causes negative tendencies in the society. So dehumanized the human beings become that it
effects the whole civilization. It is in this context that Gandhi terms the whole of modern
civilization to be operating on the maxims of “Might is right” and survival of the fittest. (M.K.
Gandhi: 1980:33).

For Gandhi, modern civilization was propelled by two inter-related principles of greed and want.
It was controlled by a few capitalist owners, who had only one aim to make profit, and only one
means to do so, to produce goods that satisfied people’s wants. (Bhiku Parekh:23) Gandhi argued
that since modern economic life followed an inexorable momentum of its own, it reduces men to
helpless and passive victims and represented a new form of slavery, more comfortable and more
dangerous than the earlier ones. (Bhikhu Parekh: 1987:277).

Gandhi dreamt that each and every Indian should get food. On one side when some people have
all luxuries of life on other side government is playing politics of food and hunger. In 1948 when
the United Nations adopted the “Right to Food” covenant, India also became a signatory to this.
On May 28 the “World Hunger Day” came and passed without anyone noticing in India its vital
significance for our hungry millions. For millions of Indian everyday is Hunger Day. The poor
and vulnerable still sleep on empty stomachs. Whenever issues of deprivation, hunger and social
security are raised, the government diverts the attention of the public, talks of the declining
sensex, the falling rupee, growth rates and balanced budgets. What significance are these to the
vast millions of illiterate Indians, who cannot even spell their name and are struggling to get a
square meal each day. Is there a worse shame than this in “Free India”?

The world Food summit in 1996 defined food as “access to sufficient, safe, nutrition’s food to
maintain a healthy and active life”. The Global Hunger Index released by the International Food
Policy Research Institute ranks India 66™ among the most vulnerable countries. Ironically,
farmers who put food on our plates are the ones to go hungry. Having already restricted the
supply of subsidized food grains to the Below Poverty Line(BPL) category figures from 37.2
percent in 2004-05 to 29.8 percent in 2009-10, the government in one stroke of the pen absolved
itself of the most important responsibility of providing food grains at affordable prices to those,
who by medical standards, need more nutrition. The mantra now is that country cannot feed its
hungry millions unless there is “High Tech Corporate Agriculture”- the need to open up
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agriculture for multinationals within and outside India. A look at the figures of production in
India belies this. During 2009 to 2012 India broke records in food production. The country
produced approximately 240 million tons of food grains and 17 million tones of pulses in 2011-
12 which is more than sufficient to feed the entire population of the country adequately. But what
is happening on the ground-so much food is being wasted in the FCI godowns and instead of
using it to feed the humans the government fed the rats.(K.P. Prabhakaran Nair:2012)

So we have diverted our routes from Gandhian Philosophy. Gandhi’s views rested on the
principles of cooperation and understanding- today it is more about competition and profit-
making. This is considered natural in the age of capitalism riding on LPG (Liberalisation,
Privatisation and Globalization) wherein commerce has gained currency over political and social
processes. Economic activity which is most important rather fundamental aspect of human life is
controlled not by people themselves but by parasitic elements.

Gandhi gave the concept of ‘Swadeshi’. He suggested that India had history of rich culture and
civilization. Villages should be self sufficient in every sector of life. Globalization is one market
where big fish is trying to swallow the small one. Once Gunnar Myrdal said that India is
surrounded by so many problems and Gandhi is the only way out for unsatisfied Indian society.
Well known author of Germany Prof. Dettelov Kotovyasanki said that people of west will give a
new look to Gandhi because if there is any future of world then it is only Gandhi. Noam
Chomsky in his well known essay ‘Cold War to Golf War’ has written that America’s new
enemy is third world countries and American designed globalization is targeting third world
countries as its victim. Enriched economies are producing things on mass level and using the
third world countries as their market, which often results in the reduction of the indigenous
economy of developed countries. This is the reason that Gandhi pleaded for localization of
production and consumption. Under the policy of globalization effort is underway to transform
the whole world into a single village what we call a global village. Contrary to this Gandhi
wanted to develop the concept of a Globe of villages.(Upasana:2005)

In such a scenario, Gandhi and his ideas on the economy are being hailed by many as the ‘Third
Way’- a suitable compromise between the leftists and free marketers that ought to suit all classes.
However, if we scrutinize Gandhian attitudes towards economics, we find a lot of similarities
with both liberalism and communism. For instance, through the Swadeshi Movement, Gandhi
advocated rejection of western textile and home spinning of cotton for Indians- this amounts to
very much left wing protectionism which Nehruvian India adopted for over 35 years until under
Dr. Manmohan Singh, India began its journey to free market economics. Gandhi’s views rested
on the principles of co-operation and understanding-today it’s more about competition and profit
making. However, Gandhi’s desire to safeguard peasants’ rights seems valid even today.
Gandhi’s movements to earn rights for Indians through strictly non-violent movements both in
South Africa and India have been an invaluable component of the globalization of the civil rights
movement. For example, the strict adherence to non-violent means by Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., despite various provocations, portrays the depth of Gandhian beliefs in the American
Negroes’ civil rights movement. The Gandhian satyagraha was also adopted in South Africa
firstly by the National Indian Congress and later personified by Nelson Mandela. In this age of
violence, many of the most important civil rights movements throughout the world have been
remarkably Gandhian in practice.
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The believer and practitioners in Gandhian thought and philosophy have taken an anti-
globalization stand. Moral value was extremely important for Gandhi. Economics without ethics
and ethical consideration was not warranted. Dasgupta in his comprehensive analysis of Gandhi’s
economic thought has dealt with the subject thoroughly. According to him, Gandhi’s approach to
economic issues was based explicitly on ethical considerations. ‘Gandhi insisted that the
relationship between economics and ethics works both ways. While economic concepts were
laden with ethical implications, ethics too must descend from the clouds and become ‘good
economics’.

Economic growth in India in recent years has been accompanied by increasing social and cultural
problems. Most of our programmes aim at everyone becoming rich or creating a condition of
pervasive prosperity. If the power to satisfy our desires has increased in arithmetical progression,
the power of desire has gone up in geometrical progression. We have an environment in which
only growth matters, and morality and goodness are not the most sought after things. We are on
the path of prosperity without imbibing the relevant values. This is leading to the creation of a
purely materialistic culture with a strong desire to get more for ourselves. Selfishness makes us
get so wrapped up in our own needs, wants and issues that we forget about others. When we
forget about others, we often drift away from our core values. Surely, we should not lose values
in the race for growth. (Suresh K. Chadha:2013)

Possible Way Out

It is in this background that Gandhian thought is assuming relevance today because he did not
merely commented at disorder but has also sought to offer an alternative solution. The solution
that he prescribes finds its essence in Gandhi’s profound and firm belief in the dictum that we
can bring about all kinds of reforms in a society just by analyzing the realities and them moving
forward on the basis of an upright conscience and friendly persuasion.(Anthony. J. Parel: 1995:
59)

Gandhian concepts of Sarvodaya, Swaraj, Swadeshi constitute the backbone of his economic
model. The idea is that Gandhi wanted economy to be planned in such a manner that the
indigenous resources must be utilized to the maximum. It is not that he was deadly against the
foreign goods. He did insist upon the exclusion of such foreign made commodities whose import
was harmful to indigenous industries.(S.M.Tiwari: 1987: 207).In fact all the Gandhian concepts-
social, economic and political are ultimately linked in Gandhi’s overreaching concepts of
Ahimsa- A concept that has been applied by Gandhi in more than one ways and that’s what
speaks of its relevance. It stresses upon the creation of a new world order. The basic aim of this
order is to achieve human security without violence. This kind of security can be brought about
by creating a sense of realization among all regarding the basic values of life. Therefore, new
world order has to be based upon a maximum degree of realization- in terms of basic values, such
as peace, well being, justice, economic balance and positive identity- a minimum level of
security that is allowed to overcome the most prevalent forms of physical insecurity, including
war, hunger, poverty and other forms of violence.

Inequalities and poverty created by globalization could be removed through Gandhian
philosophy. Globalization is inescapable and inevitable but its painful effects must be resisted.
Gandhi is relevant at local, micro and national levels. Goal of democracy was good government
and goal of liberalization was good governance, which was a combination of politics,
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administration and management. Market economy was good but not the market culture. (The
Hindu:2012)

In 1924 Mahatma Gandhi wrote: “That economics is untrue which ignores or disregards moral
values. The extension of the law of non-violence in the domain of economics means nothing less
than the introduction of moral values as a factor to be considered in regulating international
commerce”. (Bharat Dogra: 2008)

Today, we see many of the problems emerge clearly in our lives and hence, Gandhian
relationship with globalization remains extremely important and his ideas valid even today. The
ideas of Gandhi over social construction and economic planning have been evaluated time and
again and his posture against the industrial society needs to be dissected again as the world
moves towards a more decentralized order. “In contradiction to the altruistic philosophy of
Sarvodaya, the conventional economics are based on the concept of economic man, which means
that an individual is motivated by economic considerations, and in real life, he tends to serve his
self interests mainly in terms of economic gains”.

Conclusion

The Gandhian thought has a readymade prescription for these ills of modernity. What we require
is simply to evolve a bridge between materialism of the west and moralism of the Orient.
(Jackson and Sorensen: 1999:171) It was Gandhi conviction that individuals- of whom the
nations and global communities are constituted-must have priority in any scheme of reform or
reconstruction. Gandhi emphasized the role of individual in decision making and in sharing the
national and international responsibilities. Socio-economic decentralization is yet another
corrective measure to curb undemocratic tendencies. Gandhi’s global vision moves upward from
the individual and a federation of village republics to an international federation of nations in a
society marked by voluntary cooperation and decentralization.

The modern interlinking of people and economies under contemporary globalization must give
careful attention to the Gandhian pointers in this age of technology for keeping away from the
pejorative aspects of concurrent science and development patterns. Otherwise, globalization will
prove to be ‘‘nine days wonder’’ only. Prof. Denis Dalton from Columbia university said rightly
that if clash of civilizations is to be avoided then there is no other option available than to follow
Gandhian Philosophy.

References

e Anurag Gangal, Globalization: A Gandhian Analysis www.scribd.com/anuraggandal.

e Anthony J.Parel, “The Doctrine of Swaraj in Gandhi’s Philosophy”, in Upendra Baxi and
Bhiku Parekh(eds) Crisis and Change in Contemporary India, Sage Publications, New Delhi,
1995.

e Bharat Dogra, “How Gandhi’s Ideas can Help to combat Globalization Related Threats”.
Mainstream, Vol. XLVI, No. 42.

e Bhiku Parekh and Thomas Pantham (eds.) Political Discourse: Explorations in Indian and
Western Political Thought, Sage Publications, 1987.

e Harish. K. Thakur, “Gandhi in the Globalized World”, July 7, 2011 at
www. gandhitopia.org/profiles/blog.

e Jan Aart Scholte, Globalization- A Critical Introduction, Hampshire, Palgrave, 2005.

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 64
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

e K.P. Prabhakaran Nair, “Politics of Food and Hungry Indians”, Mainstream, Aug 17-23,
2012, pp. 29-30.

e Mahatma Gandhi, India of My Dreams, Abhishek Publications, Chandigarh, 2008.

e M.K. Gandhi, Hind Swaraj, Navjivan Publishing House, Ahmadabad, 1938.

e P.V.Sarma(ed.) Gandhian Philosophy and Human Development, Kanishka Publishers, New
Delhi, 2008.

e Rajinder Prasad, Gandhi, Globalization and Quality of Life: A Study in the Ethics of
Development, October 2008, www.mkgandhi.org\mainhtml,retrieved on 29 May 2017.

e Robert Jackson and George Soransen, Introduction to International Relations, OUP, Oxford,
1999.

¢ Roy Ramashray, Understanding Gandhi, Ajanta Publications, Delhi, 1996.

e Shiele. L. Croucher, Globalization and Belonging: The Politics of Identity in a Changing
World, Rowman and Littelfield, New York, 2004.

e Suresh K. Chadha, “Vanishing Values”, The Tribune, May 20, 2013, P.8.

® The Hindu, March 29, 2012.

e Upasana Pandey, “Globalization and Gandhi”, Mainstream, September 30-October 6, 2005,

PP. 24-26.

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 65
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

TR GAUE © AT T @ Bl G
rarerel @Ry
Hroa st et
G [T
feoet! 1[qearaerery
7 8860664824

§9e - n.anjalil 1@gmail.com

TG FATTE VIAETIHT & TR~ T Jv Nigr=a @1 JIv §AIT @var & for TR §97 & SEIRRIeT %8 6%d &/ 517
TTTE, WAl T T ST A §a7 Jo 5V & 1 Wl @ Feariar @ o 7 & §% Qe 159 @ wadl &) [y 79 adE
@7 T8 THT & T e o T whdrd &) JlT TR GeE dar 7T W @7 79 81 W@ R T 797 a7 a8
G TR g @I w@aY] T, WedrlE 6ol doT e dife v W RigT @ &1 favga wY 8/ W @ a7
R T ST T G & [ored & ST @ ST @ SR GY G GO S @ 7T G @ [y 79T & oI Bl
& JGT7 B &/

FURT @ [0 @ A0F, JTERE, TNRE, TG T TAT0E TTT B &E TR TYRT TEIE JgT BT &/
FRT 4 T B GFE T AHT qAwT I8 o [ 5 ar @ 597 SRwrR s #e & g7 aad 597 GHE @
o7y 575 & - g7 W=y 79T @7 JEPR 7o G Tecaqy o BT 7T TR 57 FIAwE § B & [ 56T 7RT 7
SR G T Feqv BT FIHR (597 & FEG & 1F T F 39 Grenrw @ 39T SRER @) g aear § a g8 an @ g
377 ¥7 @ a7 SV 7O ol TE] AT/ 6 49 @7 57 & HF Sy Sleey @ Hid Y St SET/”

TR A8 Ve & G- Uh U Rigr o1 ok g @wel &, foRy e a3 &1 areRfRren
T el & | AU AR, AT TAT @ IMUF H 371 G §Y © b, Aral DI FRAR & 3a H F g% o
3T S el € | o 09 I8 P 98 Y%y B el X ORI TR € | Sl TR AAwE dal
q W BT S & | W RIGRT T A B G 7, I AU RIGTRT WRIG, WX, W, GE,
e a1 i e i W@ Rigrd &1 @ fOWa U g1 W@ @ a7, IRR AT AR FI |ay @
fORFH @ ST I SfTaTl & SR W I AT MY & o H, YU & RTR 949 & W S gl UM
A & o 6 7 N ¥ WeRd B I 3 TH P AEEIRG ®Y YSH wRal g] Ig VP
TEATICAD VI $UI BRI & Tfh 30 Y0 HAIGel & SR W I F 949 I, (evagdsd qRom™ Fe
& foly TeR RET amey |

[AWE O A+3mIE & 31 # (iUd &R $e1 o 6ol ¢ (b I8 JUeqEd dcd & AW $ YaRid el
gl TR B R & A, AaEIRG, ARIRS, AEIie G [ISHIoe N0 S @S JOH FERYT
AR WA BT 5| TR H TR B U a1 |ishd e I8 off [ SN fFaEl B I AteRi
AR Tl & yfd Fod fbar| T @ v=l H- Il PR FM S AIE< @ AR I9 M Bl A F, VA
GRAT FATIT AT ATHIA G AT 5[

HAWE T &1 AR - Ml SIJAR FARIE Wi &1 A6 W4l 2 | S6 SER— 9 @ A & A fory e
e ORI & foI0 WIUGR & forg forar g sm sl e & wrar ™ il &7 TR e, At & i
ST AT BT & A 7| S qUie: He qen e | wwfid 2| i e W1a T € | 9nE @ fog
TG & 1 98T aIa=, 9 1 ARGR T T Hedqol IH BT A |

A A FeH W T/ G q9 GERT 3R N Y9 8 Ol & Od AN U R, $ FaeR| § SR
&1 & | AR T STl & 9 YT H A BT AU a1 G F & el 7 | R I8 oI 8
98 ST ¥ S RET 8, YT S B W M BT AN YRR Rl B |

TR &1 IR @0 o W : GeE S GauYd YA TR | SRor e § b | S SHa Ieifad
&3 & | e 9 AfKHT Silad H U9l T & WU H [dBRId g | I 4 31 gl S wfdd

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 66
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

W 8 e A1egd @ Afed AU Al Dl Foigd ) | I8 U YbR Pl JAfedd I &, o aega & 4
g <h < | T8I ATCHIS, HaT TAT W@ BT AFAferd TY 2| e 7 AT T A UGHT BT YA [IER B
FRA el § foaml & 9fd fog 9 arel sraR @ favg fhar| 9o foramt & fa e @ a1
TN @R I A D Wl @ Ui ared o o @1 o, R {6 et 9 A8 e dred O | 361 R
T T Al B e @ Aegd W Ry @1 A R ge or Ul geel Ui geel Wi B
YIRT R, YMqde, TRHR A 3 R 30 TATBRI A1 DI TeH BT WY |

T T BT gl B ARl @ U, Ty S arel W W © e aivia Afad @l W g9 1 <, W g 9l
BT X1 AR | oy T & Aiesiug del T 7 | R shee & fov s fhar we | mdh Rigrar |
T W W AHAUE $f 81 B Tl 2 | g f g9 Auare Tel| Ol Wd @ fofv 7 8 wHfed @ for
g

o] PN AR A< DHOR o, T H, =T AT IRR & Sl H§ GHMA 81| VAT 7 81 b 7 &1 201
BB ¢ 9 PR FY GEIQd BY| 9 Fed ¢ (b A § YA qAT 3RM R [dEEE 8 AT B SHH A M
gt &1 999 IR BRI DI TR $AT AT | Gfh M i g iy B, o/ 0T g9, Aig d1 g% @
T Ba] S fHar oar 217 39 YeR a-Maer & 3 9ft & 9ad €1 5 9 # werl 9ma
FEd § {6 IR AT O IRH B BU H WRS B AR & AfRad - & w0 H RN ol
ARAT BRAT & SIHT 93 o7 [

T UHR T, UAd S9NG odd @ AR 90 WeR PR AT 91 INR B Toal ¥ fIvaN wEd 2
Sl TPl AT qAT IRR Bl R GRS WIORA & | §9 W—F=0 ST & W AHIel HqT AAIE Dl
g1 1 = ST o ORe & 5! @ 9fd Sa IRERE 9o e @ 9fd 9die St © 5 oM a
R &, U Blg I QUG A B AT el s e | fobeg IS S Afdd $I 98 F1 U o € 79 98 S
foT T &1 9 T Fed © fb — "Vl ReIfer 3§ IW 98 PR AL BRAT MY AR S B Bl 7 F A Gl
@ B, A AR | AARIE B T8 gont 8177

ARAWE T AT BT Fe A & MU 81 goHl | dcdp UG JATd Il Sila H g9 ¥ & ReT 5|
B W BU & TAWE 8l Sl 9hdl €| 9999 § R R S90! 1 & d9[G g9 & Ui |ar 7 I9d ofigd § a1
P17 RIUT| el &1 e g1 F1 Jf O Wierd € fbg Sk Wi & [audid o qur da1 &1 31 WeR
forar | foRrH SveiM aT de YR W & 99 W @), SW oildd § 9 & ®U § enfid fear| we 9
IS B GID N 3T T4 AT & Tt AU W de, s 7 39 A 9 Gafdd o, Mol 9% IR
¥ 9 Y| ARAS 37 W AT S oed ¥ R & IRM U8V fhar| 39 aftad JAa1 9 IANE a1 wU
I AT TIRYOT QMBI H XToTIad Al & w9 H AT T AeaTig Bl STl | TFRA § S
foaml @& ufd ¥ar W19 & w9 F wenfid )

Ty & vl § R Far § e 81 Ao, 98 T Wad Bl Beld! 8, 7 9 B SIeR ol | o e
e el € 99 AT & TR U9 R A e fe e ges i B 21 ag daT B o
g B a1 781 €, T & 399 9fdd qAT I AR arell HaT B 919 g, dfed T8 A WUBR AT B AT 2|
AT, T R IE) B fb WUSR fBam 1, ORI S HaT S A SR VA G H AT A SR A AREE T
S

o yoR e fear Rigra # o &9 | gIfad Tedid 81 8, S¥l PR WIYGR 31T JaT &¥ # dig &9 |
yfad B &1 orIe erava o afdd 3 ) j, g9, A onfe W fasy ua aR o B, a8 ol @l g
i SeRiF BF # R XAl B, O Hedn] & G gl 2| TR A @ dresug W 21 98 A ae
@1 A 7| O Y @ 9dIs wHE Wi 8, 7 % Qe5 3Rl 31| 398 8 Y @ BRYT gl 2|
el 1 <imor & 416 ®1 BRI, g, HiE NS G0 396l & BRIl &, I g+l Jad BRil § 1 §T% &I U

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 67
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

A AN 8| A 9T UY A f W g @1 8 & Al g T 8l a9 A Bl Uy W sl @ gfd
&R AT B FEST ARV | §lE B RO B A AS § 9T Jg A1Sdl qd RIUT BK ¢ oig A 31U e
BT UTe X | e BT GTer A BT qTer Srif A &7 ure | o el & ufa |1 ar eiwor a1 &
g, a7 & el B arE WeRT @ 9@ 8| de 3y g™ & O srtas 9w g fa @ g
ST 2 5 U3 TR IR W, IRIT A STET A 2 | I8 WS g B YU & SR & 2 | 3 BT
e A 9 gl B AR W W gH BT WA aRAT 918 & [orgH (Bl & SRGRI F1 AT qe1 g98T
WIT=T BT &9 7 21| 3 BRUT 4 IR AN 7 ¢ |

T SR A @ A R @l & gerar Mo €1 39 SR YRR 8 g1 SR iG] 99 W8 S
aftas iRy fhar | o2 W 2w RieT ded € 6 T @1 59 @ 6 CwmE g &9 afddd s
T X TEHR I AR BF Id o &7 TR § AU BT ARAS W0 Theldl T BRI g7
9 SN S@ AR 3T 9@ AER o7 | W 6 vHHE AfdEd o | ¥Ry URg o Rad § dEd § f
TR & WS @ fog Yo AR AR AR FHEGr W@ dtt 9| 39 91 8 S o H
faftre Afde Tgfd & @IS 31, SR IR @e1 T, S 4w @1 aRade ar|”

T} QT aTTeHDeNT H BEd § b SR TFRA # SN, W qT $IR BT HEHR fhaAT| 7 FEd B $ T
39 WECHR & U ARBR B SA1d Sl g, A Gol @Rl B Ul AU UH & RydT IR B 1 eI e |
39 I a1 o g UM st i @ ufa W aifdEa srer (M sraR wanE 9g 8, o fiTgde w
& foly, Afedd WU ¥ SWE A1 0 | fbeg a1 IE! gwap areaiiady ofef 87 Ml el © gaal 31 3l &
URyg AT G IR B Aldd THST el 39 T T U, $9 BRU J 1 I 0 39 U F & 0P
U G o | W 5 qoia: P 8| UeAT AT aifded amiem € 81 R 9 fel o yeR @1 gara A
el WPRA | T 7 & b 23 o<l Aoiqiaer AR a1d 1 WPRAT &, 79 98 GAe & e el 8|
TAWE # AR & SFT uelh &1 ArH g ARy | N 98T Wy & AR W i ReiRa fear o
TIRT FNRE 34! U & el awd & R Bl = 1ol 3987 ¥ Ialeld fhar, dem AfdiaiRa =
I ST IR, ST W Al B Wl FHER vge § gRacd T |

forg o # e I8 § [ 1 Ml gRT WP WAWE I AeHd © | T GA W9 § b g qad Ife
T BT WTST H WIBR of?

QAT BT aRaiidd oFf @R I8 8 b 50 g & 79 4 A A A & UG TR BT Wig B aey | 99 fel W <a @
e AN WHa T BN AV | fobeg aRafdedT o I8 & {6 IT TP UGR BT 419 BT & TR 9 AT & GeH A <@l AN
A R TR & T A ST G| TR el 8 59 g9 A H T WIeR @) @, fbeg adided 399 B 8 8| 79 a1 s
IR Fgfd B R 5w AW @ e faRn 9, dreiq swe fawdd vea Ant e & 9w 2 e R o fwda =
THHE 3ifedd wRT 8, O el o TR @ Bae Tfofift o1 wHe T8 R, 39 SR 3¥ 8 WIeRA aify | TR o =)
3 ¥ GE WeRd €| TR GIUE ST Siidd a7 Gihd SNyl & | e aregw @ Ml 5 IR & fhaE @ dead
A o ST ARERT T FRRdl & foy, AT B WA [Bar| e g H W q W B Rg o | wWeeT ¥ W A
ERT 9aT B GRAT 8, AT hl WU ¢ |

g feauh

MK Gandhi, Hind Swaraj A Critical Edition, Tr. and Ed. Suresh Sharma, Tridip Suhrud
(Hyderabad : Orient Black Swan Private Limited, 2010), 63.

i g i, 7R wRey 3 A (Reeh: W Wiecd Wued, AR AR, 1960), 35,

Rl

VS g o dse, TR a7 (7 Ree « s afeert Rgiied, 2009), 67.

¥ Hind Swaraj, 64.

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 68
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

Y e AR R, B @ (Reel : ARG Y, 2015), 80.

i), 81w

Vil e Ry, 7 e (ReRTe: AIRT @i W, JEfREG, 2013), 79.

X Bhikhu Parekh, Gandhi : A Very Short Introduction (New York: Oxford University Press,
2001), 111-112.

A, TN, 77 & FIT a7 SIAF 3 PIRERT FIE (EHaEIG: Taullad JHRM AR, 2012), 37.

X

T JRI R

1 TN, HERAL. TR @ilecd 3, Hararar . facei: W Aiiecd Avsd, T R, 1960.

2 Gandhi,M.K. Hind Swaraj A Critical Edition, Tr. and Ed. Suresh Sharma, Tridip Suhrud .
Hyderabad : Orient Black Swan Private Limited, 2010 .

3 Parekh, Bhikhu. Gandhi : A Very Short Introduction New York: Oxford University Press,
2001 .

4 T, AP, T B FIT FIaT GIABY] 7Y, BIRERT e JEAGHEIE: Taofiad Y1 AR, 2012

5 XM, W AR, /67 w@er el - dbrad YR, 2015,

6 Rl #AIG1. 7 37eg97 gexiaTe: ART< @id WM, JHfad, 2013.

7 9<el, Sf. YA ol . TR aF7. T [Roel - BiTD ufer™ TSI, 2009,

898 Y@TRT gHI, e & qd g, oot voes uferd wrgde forffics, 1994,

9 Prasad, Rajendra. Ends and Means in Private and Public Life . Shimla: Indian Institute of
Advanced Study, 1989.

10 Gandhi, M.K. Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi Vol. 14. Delhi: Publications Division,
1965.

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 69
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

TRTeHT M= e foame St e

1. ©f. Y., ST,
T ATy 3R,
31, TSR

Email ID :- pldhengle@gmail.com

TR —
ST &3 ARATl HeTard I fegd qum=ar a1 faqdl sear @ard

TRTeAT MRS T7a 7T 3T T8sg & "Iel Sdg g9d 38, 91 SIFAr fdadm=

AT M 3T ST GahRahes 1A= Ui STed=ar gear=ar d Idd=n A

FARY VIFAl. & AR @ Joas Eend SIS, qHE WA Hed] 8 URHG 359
mefsier e fommren &z fiy ome. wT T AN Uw fO%d TR oM. @ oY
QU Jed SO STEHAT IUATT FEVT THISIGT e FH FU AT AG VIR ITET TS
fo=m= 9@ 99 .

el & AgH 3= Ufae 3T 9 =g e @rEd ufew 7 Ao stee e
T S WIS FreAr e WreATer iU Wetd I Y. Saed= dhdedrer Adiedet Sis

AT BT, U AfderaT Hai=a qcd 31, TAweT Mdm eyl 9 AR sfavamrd
TS 3T 3T, Fafee 9 dicdis fa=mr Aisa.
e —
Y. TAYY GEA W —
Teffs=ar onfie foamT w=aqel Wsardt St Geeudr e o 3eq==ar AN [Esart
TF IcHS T T . M TR I TAquiar AR Jeedt. St 9% TUR FE I
R, WA T IS WA YW 0T § TGS MU0 TAR FG! aeg T <ol 3790

Tt AT MeAST YT WA WA TheqeR WSS AT AT TG 3T RELAT TS

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 70
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

IO 7 AT, A AT Jeehrai dcd S0 Hd. 37T ST0T <3 Tedhil Fedac e are

gTal U TIAvie SATEld.
3. SRR 3 Fifwier —

MiSi=aT ATRoTeT foRy Tegdr T3 Aiedr JHIONE Son—3a7 GeTadt J=e 9|

ITS HAHUT—T HILATHIEAT <I0Td C’)IObHI MUISRIESES] ﬂcblol [CJRIL gT GF\ \@1(' @Qﬁm
FILAT I TSl TN T YT UGS e STATETST M Hifddear Tidier 3Tl

Olgnl{ 3, B&dhal 3N 9 &F 3] EEAES I S I GREED 3. SR Sl

3T fohrd ®eT T STAMM=AT Felhomges AT oot Wefdts faudar o
U TEs I ARG T8 Meflsi=r A giaerd guf JsTEt fadt e e a9,
e, ISR, S0 A oNfE famren geN §ad 9 feAeeN e ae
3TTEftT AT

3. 3Ntk WA —

HETSTd ITqar T gvarret 9 o fog TevarEnet o SHae mecd et
IMEYE® Wfaued &, HrASiw oNfdw aror & ffvadt gaar gu=rg arar ol
3UgTel g+l W feer.

TSl dea: Fruer e @wae fqued # stHd, 98 gegamd o faofg
FIOT TS B, T U=l areur=r Wem A1h fawner ¢ e = A iear v

FEUTAT, TA AeY &1 HIEN TEYl YT Yeded ot THAT Wyd #ar ad ARl A

Ht GHTAT SreuTErdt G Al
¥. T fasrg—
TRA 8T WSATAT <97, 3{TSTal a1 UHUT arr=ar fqerar=h q9ear syedr TR 37e. &
TEET Grefquarardt Mt Sifaeear JHoT faeram=r Jn et 39gad 3.
AHOT AT VAST [k FGHEAE Sie TSt HIR - 3T@m, UW o 3TEM F
TEAFGT AN faem Fer W AHT ST AHT qiad IR 370 380,

T TS0 IRUES SR TG I, THUT SIS WSarad ISR TS e

A TSOH Wl G gHoM eaie.

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 71
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

. faada fase —
T g TSI oo fadgiaor © Mo garserere 97 8. faerg s

QU ARG T TUT TRATT HAATS e o w30 Tesl 91 %,

mefsi faree faras AR ey, onfie @aqura=ar demeR SmETid e . o=

T4, YRAdie FaeH € <Udie 94 A99da™ T arl w0 3797, 370 &l 0o

MR UTegT Gl WEINdies Hell a%g 3T Sudmiell <uIldle &l HIe CulTad &l
AT I3, WSATNSATT FT G <aT I8 N7 g 9naiid 3cared wd arefaar

Il T fa=R 20T a9 3T7e.

&. gfSie e —
TS AHISTE Heaomardl 3Ua U 9 e 39varn oot foor, e

JES HROT SR,

Q. 3TAN qrdcdl SHHl g9 NGl Fgedre 3Tesl =Tl

. FaHT I U FId FRUF 3THM HAET 90T

[N aY

3. W W STA 0T 9 HWre JrEr SAfadied ST 2resul.

¥, MHSHH =T ITAAT= Geheq T qrAfSe weamonelt el ®ot. S)KOFaH ST

UM HAEIT 3F@T dX TaT T U SIS &1 9T e el

Ages M= IUN=AT Gheqies A g Ufee @ oFdl e e e
FEITA . ST AT Hehoqd TSI FHedror=n fa=m 3.

TS enfefer fommu=n stvarg &y = onfdes fammaoft onfyes wouar, T
9T fEdTt & IRE MG SR oNfie TSR oA T 3TgEd 3R,
AR T foprar 9RuT yFofacarges oM<l o onfds M+ o
TRy TEEAT gUR S SN SR, A St @l Wt wudard ot STR.
G RIS F ARET AT 3 TR S TRoedl Aeid. e fowmar fuir st
AR, IYUMETE aTed 3. SMREoTHaR a8 g7 THe fida TR gmear 3med.
M= enfde faamra @ 9d mmer disfavar gmed ®oemew frara fawrrd

TaiT FAET AvAET aTe 3TE.

Tl —

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 72
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

?) RIS AIFaLI= aeaeT — I IRE Sl —SIHS Yahre™, o
R) HAIHAE— IHY THIH, WS 3%, 3HF 3

3) BIEUTFE—UT. R TGS, YT, JIUT Flo— TAG— FIIq Jfesanse.
%) TS e =R,

W) AT T foam — S 1o, e

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 73
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

Gandhian Thought and Sustainable Development
Dr. Poonam Singh Kharwar,
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Education,
Kamachha, Varanasi,
email: poonam.kharwar3@gmail.com
Abstract
M.K. Gandhi gave the world a new thought on nonviolence and sustainable living. Sustainable
development is emerging as one of the most compelling and contemporary concerns of local to
global community. UN Member States has adopted the ‘2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development’ to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all. Although India
has achieved high rates of growth and human index development improvment consistently but it
is accompanied by persistent poverty and inequality. Mahatma Gandhi’s teachings and
experiments on sustainable development are more valid today than ever before. He cautioned
mankind against unrestricted industrialism and materialism. His greatest contribution to
sustainable development were his experiments in simple living and high thinking, and his
insistence on all inclusive growth of the society and hence his focus on rural development. He
insisted on harmony with surrounding, economy of permanence, recycling and nature friendly
technological process. Present paper depicts the vision of sustainable development, to review the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) with special reference to India, to examine relevance of
Gandhian thoughts on sustainable development and to analyze the association of different
Gandhian thoughts in relation to sustainable development. To conclude, Gandhian thoughts
contribute to sustainable development and more relevant today than before. Looking the
progress made in regard to MDG by India, more sincere efforts are needed to overcome the
challenges of sustainable development by adopting the thought of Mahatma Gandhi balancing
need of modern trend of economy in relation to sustainability.
Keywords: Gandhian thought, sustainable development
Introduction
M.K. Gandhi not only gave India its freedom but also gave the world and us a new thought
on nonviolence and sustainable living. His teachings and experiments are more valid today than
ever before, especially when we are trying to find solutions to worldwide greed, violence and
runaway consumptive lifestyle which are putting a very heavy burden on the world’s resources.
Sustainable development is emerging as one of the most compelling and contemporary concerns
of local to global community reflecting development practice. Development-focused work
practice is multidisciplinary and cross-sectoral field and is practiced across all geopolitical
borders and at all levels of social, political, and economic organization. Objectives of present
paper are to depict vision of sustainable development, to review the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) with special reference to India, to examine relevance of Gandhian thoughts on
sustainable development and to analyze the association of different Gandhian thoughts in relation
to sustainable development.
Sustainable Development
Sustainable development seeks to meet the needs of the present without compromising those
of future generations. It is a vision of development that encompasses respect for all life human
and non-human and natural resources, as well as integrating concerns such as poverty reduction,

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 74
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

gender equality, human rights, education for all, health, human security and intercultural
dialogue. It requires fundamental changes in the way people think and act; economic and
technological solutions, political regulations and financial incentives are simply not enough.
According to World Commission on Environment and Development Report poverty is a major
cause and effect of global environmental problem. The interrelationship between the exploitation
and degradation of environment and natural resources, on the one hand, and development and
poverty, on the other, is particularly relevant in the rural areas of developing countries (UNDP,
1998).
Sustainable Development as a Vision

Many grandiose visions have been developed to depict how humans have shaped destiny in
the new century that is fast approaching. These visions are based on scenario involving highly
sophisticated breakthrough with vast potentials — colonies in space, robot operated plants,
computers that match human intelligence and so on. Major question is whether such scientific
and technological advancements are based on a position where man and machine co-operate with
each other or has machine overpowered man? The unprecedented growth in world consumption
and production is leading to environmental stress through impacts that are both global and local.
Some kinds of environmental degradation are truly of global concern, such as global warming
and depletion of the ozone layer. Others are international — acid raid, the state of ocean, in several
countries. Others are more localized, - air pollution, water pollution, soil degradation,
desertification and so on.

The inter relationship between poverty and environment has been recognized by the World
Commission on Environment and Development Report as “poverty is a major cause and effect of
global environmental problem. The interrelationship between the exploitation and degradation of
environment and natural resources, on the one hand, and development and poverty, on the other,
is particularly relevant in the rural areas of developing countries. Another reason for
environmental pollution and degradation is over utilization of renewable resources. Two-fifths of
the world’s people depend on water absorbed by the mountain ranges. But when the trees have
been felled, rain water sheet off the land, causing floods and droughts. Tens of millions of
hectares in India have become more vulnerable to flooding as a result of deforestation. The
overuse of fertilizer causes great water pollution problems. Heavy use of phosphate fertilizer has
appeared in ground water in six districts in West Bengal, killing some of that drinking water.
Rapid industrialization in many countries has greatly increased pollution. Global warming is one
of the most serious of all the environmental challenges (UNDP, 1998).

Sustainable Development Goals

On 25/11/ 2015 at the Sustainable Development Summit, UN Member States adopted the
‘2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development’ to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure
prosperity for all. Based on Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and going further, SDG
addresses the root causes of poverty and the universal need for development that works for all
people; it balances the three dimensions of sustainable development: the economic, social and
environmental. It contains 17 goals and 169 targets which are integrated and indivisible, global in
nature and universally applicable, taking into account different national realities, capacities and
levels of development and respecting national policies and priorities. Targets are defined as
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aspirational and global, with each Government setting its own national targets guided by the
global level of ambition but taking into account national circumstances.
SDG and India
UN is aware that baseline data for several of the targets is unavailable so the agency calls for

increased support for strengthening data collection and capacity-building in Member States, to
develop national and global baselines where they do not yet exist. The agency is committed to
address this gap in data collection particularly related to targets not having below clear numerical
targets to monitor the progress. Goall calls to end poverty in all its forms everywhere. Globally
one in five persons in developing regions lives on less than $1.25 per day in extreme poverty,
their number is declined by more than 50% since 1990. In India, one in every five persons is
below the poverty line; all India PHCR has been brought down from 47% in 1990 to 21% in
2012. Goal 2 targets end hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote
agriculture. Globally the proportion of undernourished people in the developing regions has
fallen from 23.3% in 1990 to 12.9% in 2015; in India, proportion of malnourished children
declined from 53% to 40%. Goal 3 ensures healthy lives and promotes well-being for all at all
ages. Globally, maternal mortality rate has fallen by 50% since1990; in India it has declined from
437 in 1990 to 167 in 2009. India’s under-5 mortality rate reduced from 125 in 1990 to 49 in
2013 with target of 25 in 2030. HIV prevalence has fallen from 0.45% in 2002 to 0.27 in 2011.
Goal 4 targets inclusive and equitable quality education. In India net enrolment ratio in primary
education for both sexes is 88%. Goal 5 is to achieve gender equality and empowerment, India is
on track to achieve gender parity at all education levels. Goal 6 relates to availability of water
and sanitation, Goal 7 to access to energy, Goal 8 to sustainable economic growth, employment
and & Goal 9 to build resilient infrastructure and industrialization. India’s growth rate averaged
at 7.25% in the last 5 years. Goal 10 calls to reduce inequality within and among countries.
The Gini Coefficient of income inequality for India has risen from 33.4% in 2004 to 33.6% in
2011. Goal 11 targets to make cities and human settlements for all and India has launched
Mission housing for all by 2022. Goal 12 relates to sustainable consumption and production
patterns. Goal 13 directs urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts. Goal 14 and
15 endorse conservation of marine resources and terrestrial ecosystems. Goal 16 promotes
peaceful and inclusive societies. Goal 17 asks to strengthen the means of implementation and
revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development (Govt. of India, 2016). Defining
indicators, financing, monitoring, and measuring progress of SDG are challenges that require
deep understanding to achieve the goals (Kapoor, 2016 and TARA, 2016). Although India is
committed to achieve SDG, more sincere efforts are needed to overcome the challenges.
Relevance of Gandhian thought on Sustainable Development

Mahatma Gandhi never used the word environment protection however what he said and did
makes him an environmentalist. Although during his time environmental problems were not
recognized as such however with his amazing foresight and insight he predicted that things are
moving in the wrong direction.

As early as in 1909 in his book Hind Swaraj he cautioned mankind against unrestricted
industrialism and materialism. Here he argued, “This [Western] civilization is such that one has
only to be patient and it will be self-destroyed.” He did not want India to follow the west in this
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regard and warned that if India, with its vast population, tried to imitate the west than the
resources of the earth will not be enough.

Gandhi helped lead India to independence, but Gombiner (2011) think if he were alive today
he would be trying to save modern civilization from itself. Gandhi saw a lot of flaws in Western
civilization. He wrote of men “enslaved by temptation of money and the luxuries that money can
buy” who “keep up their energy by intoxication”, “can hardly be happy in solitude”, and who
“require something to eat every two hours.” What better description of 21st century America
with its chaos of purple energy drinks (“energy by intoxication”), maxed out credit cards
(“enslaved by luxuries”), and furiously buzzing social networks (“hardly happy in solitude’)? We
live in a consumer-driven economy. Consumer spending dictates the growth of our economy, and
economic policy-makers are desperately trying to get consumers buying again. Gandhi saw an
India of 700,000 self-contained, sustainable, villages, a nation thriving with local economies
(Gombiner, 2011).

It should be noted that renewable sources of energy, evils of large scale industrialization and
dangers of environmental pollution were recognized by Gandhi eight decades ago, as he put more
emphasis on non-violent upliftment of village economy and the utilization of labour-intensive
technique of production. In modern terminology, Gandhi’s strategy is modified in terms of
pattern of growth, which preliminary uses renewable resources and a minimum utilization of
non-renewable resources. Though concern for the environment was not the focus of such
prescriptions, yet such strategy helped to minimize the degradation of environment. The
environment-friendly nature of Gandhian economic is further revealed when one notes the
emphasis on the ‘last man’. In such policy, poverty has been described as the most severe
polluter.

According to Rajvanshi (2010), Gandhi’s greatest contribution to sustainable development
were two folds (i) his experiments in simple living and high thinking. He believed that with
simple living the resources of the planet earth can sustain us comfortably and his famous saying
that earth provides us enough for our needs but not for our greed is extremely apt today and, (ii)
his insistence on all inclusive growth of the society and hence his focus on rural development.
Simple Living

Mahatma Gandhi advocated simple life based on physical labour in place of industrialism
and consumerism. He implored people to live simply so that others may simply live. He
believed that earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s need but not every man’s greed. So
the rich must not only restrict their wants but must also treat their wealth as ‘trust’ for poor and
use it for the welfare of poor (Mukerjee, 1958). This can be done only if people can distinguish
between their real needs and artificial wants and control the later (To The Students, 1949). To
him the real need meant to posses only what is absolutely necessary for the moment (Sastri,
1930). To him this would not only help the unprivileged of today but would help protect the
environment for the next generation as to him the earth, the air, the land and the water were not
an inheritance from our forefathers but a loan from our children. So we have to handover to the
next generation at least as it been handed over to us. Thus Gandhian prescription of ‘simple
living’ also attempts to put a check on unlimited consumption and unending exploitation of
natural resources.
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He also believed that one must be the change that one wants to see in the world and hence
he practiced what he preached. His life was his message. So he and his wife gave away all their
property. They had nothing beyond the clothes that they wore and a change or two (Sastri,
1930). He used scrapes of papers to write brief notes and reversed envelopes for reuse to send
letters. Even when he used to bathe with water of free flowing Sabarmati River he consciously
used only the minimum water needed for taking bath. However he did not equate simple living
with abject poverty. In fact he believed that to deny a man the ordinary amenities of life is far
worse than starving the body. It is starving the soul- the dweller in the body. To him poverty
was the most severe polluter (Kavita, 2013). Hence poverty must be eradicated and that can be
done only when everybody is taking their own share and not grabbing others share by limiting
their needs and sharing their resources.

Harmony with Surrounding

However his concerns were not limited to human beings alone as he had a very strong sense
of the unity of all life. He believed that all creatures had the right to live as much as human
beings and felt a living bond between humans and the rest of the animate world. He believed that
humans should live in harmony with their surroundings. The best part of Gandhi’s ideas was that
they empower the individual. It’s up to each and every individual to simplify his or her life; to
share his or her resources and to care for his and her surroundings (Kaushik, 1913). He criticized
people for polluting the rivers and other water bodies. He criticized mills and factories for
polluting the air with smoke and noise (To The Students, 1949).

Economy of permanence

The eminent Gandhian thinker and economist, J.C. Kumarappa drew attention towards the
critical matters of environmental pollution and preservation of natural resources about half a
century ago and exhorted that mankind should strive for establishing ‘Economy of permanence,’
rather than reckless destruction of natural resources. This could be achieved by a judicious
minimum use of the non-renewable resource, thereby saving them for future generation and
adopting a productive system in which whatever is drained out of nature is restored back through
the natural process. “Work in nature consists in the effort to put forth by the various factors —
insentient and sentient — which co-operate to complete this cycle of life. If this cycle is broken, at
any stage, at any time, consciously or unconsciously, violence results as a consequence of such a
break. When violence intervenes in this way, growth or progress is stopped, ending finally in
destruction and waste... Self-interest and self preservation demand complete non-violence, co-
operation and submission, to the ways of nature if we are to maintain permanency by non-
interference with and by not short-circuiting the cycle of life (Kumarappa, 1984).

Recycling

Whatever is drawn out of nature is to be recycled through the natural process. Local raw
material should be processed locally. What could not be produced in a decentralized system
could be produced by centralized or capital-intensive method of production. While clarifying his
views, he had previously asserted that “..... I do visualize electricity, ship-building, machine-
making and the like existing side by side village craft..... They should not be used as a means of
exploitation of others.” (Harijan, 27/08/1936).

Mechanization
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Mahatma Gandhi argued even in 1909 that industrialization and machines have an adverse
effect on the health of people (Hind Swaraj, 1947). Although he was not opposed to machines as
such; he definitely opposed the large scale use of machinery (Majumdar, 1952).

Gandhi noted that “..... The heavy machinery for the work of a public utility which cannot
be undertaken by human labour has its inevitable place. But all that should be owned by the state
and used entirely for the benefit of the people.” (Harijan, 22/06/1935). Equal distribution of
income and wealth go hand-in-hand with proper balance between centralized and decentralized
methods of production in urban and rural areas respectively for the welfare of the masses.
Gandhi’s emphasis on labour intensive of production does not indicate that he was advocating
obsolete machinery with less productivity. He was in favour of simple tools, which save
individual labour and lighten the burden of millions of cottages (Young India, 1926). While
clarifying the role of machinery, he mentioned that “mechanization is good when the hands are
few for the work intended to be accomplished. It is an evil when there are more hands than
required for the works, as is the case in India. The problem is how to utilize their idle hours,
which are equal to the working days of six months in the year.” (Harijan, 16/05/1936).

Mahatma Gandhi was against the craze for machinery in a labour-surplus economy like
India and accepted the utilization of modern tools and implements provided they help in reducing
unnecessary human labour. He wanted production by the masses and not mass production. Here,
it should be noted that the adoption of labour-intensive technique of production to create job
opportunities was suggested by World Development Report — 1990, especially to developing
countries. It was pointed out that “...Against the background of achievement, is all the more
staggering, shameful that more than one billion people in the developing world are living in
poverty. Progress in raising average incomes, however welcome, must not distract attention from
this massive and continuing burden of poverty. For removal of poverty and unemployment, it
was suggested that”.....rapid and politically sustainable progress on poverty has been achieved by
pursuing a strategy that has two equally important elements. The first element is to promote the
productive use of the poor’s most abundant asset, labour. It calls for policies that harness market
incentives, social and political institutions, infrastructure and technology to that end.....switching
to an efficient, labour intensive pattern of development and investing more in the human capital
of the poor are not only consistent with faster long term growth, they contributed to it”. It was
further noted “since labour is an abundant resource, encouraging its use is generally consistent
with rapid and efficient growth (World Development Report, 1990).

Nature friendly Technological Process

Indian Planners were not unfamiliar with these views and suggestions. They were discussed
by Mahatma Gandhi over eight decades ago, initially in Hind Swaraj and then in Young India
and Harijan with special focus on Khadi and village industries. He stated “I have not
contemplated, much less advised the abandonment of a single, healthy, life-giving industrial
activity for the sake of hand-spinning. The entire foundation of the spinning-wheel rests on the
fact that there are crores of semi-unemployment people in India..... the spinning wheel is
destructive of no enterprise whatever. It is life-giving activity”.

The essence of the Gandhian approach to technological progress lies in treating Nature as a
friend and benefactor. This approach is opposite to what we have practicing so far in the name of
technology. All decentralized technological systems which makes use of natures-in-built
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processes demand a settlement pattern different from the heavily one that form our preference
now. But if we take a broader view, they can become the harbingers of advancement, leading
development with the help of eco-friendly technology.

When the basic problems of Indian economy are analyzed, the patterns of income
distribution, inequality, poverty, unemployment still exist as they were when Mahatma Gandhi
advocated the spinning-wheel as a panacea for all ills. Thus, his emphasis on Khadi and village
industries was not a temporary measure, but a permanent solution to overcome the root problems
of poverty and unemployment from India.

Conclusion

Although India has achieved high rates of growth and human index development
improvment consistently but it is accompanied by persistent poverty and inequality. SDG
includes targets to free the human race from the tyranny of poverty and directs to heal and secure
our planet. The inter-linkages and integrated nature of the SDG calls for appropriate action at all
level. Gandhian thoughts contribute to sustainable development and more relevant today than
before. Looking the progress made in regard to MDG by India, more sincere efforts are needed
to overcome the challenges of sustainable development which needs adaptation of the thought of
Mahatma Gandhi balancing need of modern trend of economy in relation to sustainability.
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ABSTRACT:

India is a developing country having 65% of population is totally depend on Agriculture
sector. The economy of India is made up from three sectors. Those sectors are namely Industrial
sector, Agriculture sector and commercial or service sector. Indian government has given the
very much importance to the agriculture sector from first fifth year’s plan to seventh five year’s
plan. But the fact is that, the father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi had already frame worked the
policies for rural development in such a manner by which the allover development of Indian
economy should be possible. No one can just imagine that the man who was having the faith on
the phrase of simple living and high thinking; can make such a extremely talented and fruitful
policies by which it is possible to solve most of the problems in a very easiest manner. Even
today not only Indian but the foreign economist used to study these Gandhian policies. So, it is
necessary to make a glance on what are the major policies on which the Gandhian Economics
and Rural Development both the major works have made in a very successive manner.

KEYWORDS: Martyrs, social ethics, convocation, devoted

INTRODUCTION:

Indian democracy has a great historical background. It is the continuous effort of many
martyrs, due to which we all are breathing today in the free India. Some of these martyrs are use
to fight their battle in violent ways by the help of Weapons — called as Revolutionary. But there
were the group of people who used to make their own fight by non-violent way. No doubt it was
that time when it was very necessary to make the efforts of freedom by both the ways. But the
fact is that, to protest against the British rules with a non-violence way was really a very difficult
task. Gandhiji with his lot of subordinates have accepted this challenge and prove himself ‘Saint
of Sabarmati’, ‘Rashtrapita’, ‘Ahimsawadi’,"Mahatma’,’Bapu’ etc. He had also called himself
‘Spinner’ and ‘Littleman’. It is the Gandhiji’s devotion and important work in Indian economics
and rural development due to which he has mostly called with his nickname, ‘Father of the
Nation.’

OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH PAPER:

Gandhiji was a great freedom fighter of India. No one can forget that, he was also a great
economist as well as rural developer. The main objectives of this research paper are to study
these policies prepared by Gandhiji.

HYPOTHESIS:

“Mahatma Gandhi has framed the Important Policies of Economics and Rural Development in
India.”

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 82
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

The most of the data is collected from the Secondary Source, printed and the electronic
media.

LIMITATION OF RESEARCH PAPPER:

This research paper is limited up to the study of Gandhiji’s contribution in the Indian
economics and in the rural development.
REVIEW OF LITERATURE:

Mahatma Gandhi was the person having great Knowledge of writing skills, Philosophy,
various laws, philosophy, politics, Social Ethics, Foreign Trades, International Business
Management, Economics, Agriculture, Rural Development etc. This research paper will
definitely help the readers to know how Gandhian thoughts of economics and rural development
are beneficial for today’s world.

GANDHI - AS A GREAT ECONOMIST IN INDIA:

Before getting the Independence to our country, all the rules and laws as well as the rights
were centralized in the hands of British emporium. That’s why it was very difficult for
everybody to create his own policies. In that situation Mahatma Gandhi had framed certain
excellent policies for Indian Economy due to which our country will make a rapid progresss even
after getting us freedom. It is very necessary to make a glance on the some of these policies.
Some of the Important economic policies framed by Gandhiji is as follows:

(1) Simple Living and High Thinking:

This was Gandhiji’s first policy regarding economics. This was Gandhiji’s first policy
regarding economic policies of India. He himself act as per this phrase. That was the time when
British Government use to offer excellent salary, clothes, food residential cottages to the Indians.
By offering such things; they intend them to make nasty and illegal work. Mahatma Gandhi
always strongly oppose this luxury life.

(2) Self-Employment:

The another policy adopted by Mahatma Gandhi is of Self-Employment. He knew the fact
that, Indian people are having very good skill. ~ They can develop our economy by Self
Manufacturing of Homemade Products. By this way most of the peoples can enhance their
standard of living. By this way Mahatma Gandhi had told the peoples that, this policy can
definitely minimize the employment problem in India.

3) Population Control:

Mahatma Gandhi was always urged the people that, the main reason of undeveloped
economy of India is Immensely Rising Population. According to him ever rising population in
the future for Indian Economy.

4) The Proper use of Natural Resources:

From many decades India is exporting the lot of Natural Resources to other countries. Coal,
Manganese, Water, Iron Ore, Dolomite, Lime Stone, Copper etc. are some of Natural Resources
which are exported by Indians in the lot of Metric Tones every year. Mahatma Gandhi was
always oppose this exporting tactics.

(5) The Natural Resources should be used for Industrial Development In India :

According to Gandhian view, the Natural Resources in India should not be exported. If we
used those in India, It should be beneficial to develop India’s Industrialization. So, the big
employment opportunities should be created.
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(6) The development of Basic Infrastructure:

Mahatma Gandhi was also a great knowledge of foreign philosophy. He was also the fond of
reading books and making convocation with the talented peoples. He believed in the fact that,
India can make it’s allover progress, If he has developed it’s basic infrastructure.

(7) Use of Indian Products:

In his most of the speeches Gandhiji urged the people to make boycott to the foreign
products and to give preference to wear the dresses made by Khaadi. Most of the times people
used to gather in the square of the road with the lot of foreign products with them and after
collected all those products they used to got those products burned in that big fire.

(8) Non Co-Operation:

The Non Co-Operation was led by Mahatma Gandhi after the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre. It
aimed to refuse to purchase British goods adopt the use of local handmade products from the
Indian shops.

9) India as a Self Individual Government:

Unless and until India is become an Independent country, It is not possible to make it’s all
over economic, political and ethical development. Mahatma Gandhi was strongly accepted this
fact and devoted his whole life to give freedom to our country.

(10) Equality and Social Justice:

The time of British Emporium rule was very crucial for the equality and Social Justice
Process in India. \Social Crisis, Castism In the society, Social Economic Imbalance, Inequality in
the education System etc. was the major economic problems due to which it was taken a very
much time to boost up the Indian economy. Mahatma Gandhi has strongly thrash out these
points from his writings and many speeches.

MAHATMA GANDHI’S VIEW OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT:

Mahatma Gandhi was not only a great economist but also a creator the authentic policy of
Rural Development. He has made the great efforts for Rural Development. Some of those
efforts are as under:

(1) Co-Operative Land:

Mahatma Gandhi was having a great knowledge of Agriculture Sector. According to him,
there should be a co-operative land and agriculture. Gandhiji was having faith that, this
technique should be beneficial to set up of a capital to purchase seeds, Insecticides and pesticides
and to make Irrigation facilities in large extent.

(2) Proper use of Natural Resources:

The Indian villages are suffering from lacking of Natural Resources. One of the major problem
always rising in rural area is that of ‘Availability of Pure Drinking Water.” Even today this
statistical data shows that, the problem of drinking water is tremendously rising. So, World
Health Organization and UNICEF have arranged Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) and
through this programme Sustained Development Goal (SDG) target 6.1 up to 2030 achieve
universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all the persons living in
rural area.

3) To enhance the Agriculture Production:
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Most of the times the people in Indian village used to migrate towards the city due to insufficient
Agriculture production. According to Gandhiji, If this Production Increased, the people need not
go to the big cities to fulfill their hunger.

4) To Develop the Cottage Industries:

Mahatma Gandhi was not always oppose the Industrialization process. But he believed in the
fact that, most of the peoples In India is living in rural areas. They are having the lot of
unemployment problems. That’s why they always prefer to settle in the city to get a small job in
the Industries. So, Gandhiji was thinker prospective development of cottage Industries.

(5) Fulfillment of Basic Needs:

According to Gandhiji the rural development was not possible unless and until the basic needs
of the peoples are fulfill. These basic needs are food, shelter and clothes. Before just to chalk
out the policies of rural development.

(6) Education Facilities:

Gandhian thought regarding rural development was based on the fact that, there must be
allotment of K.G. To P.G. educational facility in rural area. The student in the rural area are also
having skill and thirst of taking education.

(7 Ban on Intoxicating Drinks and Drugs:

As we all aware that, there are always lack of entertainment facilities in the village rather than
urban areas. That’s why they always used to take such drinks due to which they are become
intoxicated within a few minutes. Gandhiji in his most of the speeches urged people to leave
these bad habits.

(8) Equality In Development of Rural and Urban Areas:

Before Independence the Britishers were completely gave his full attention to develop the
urban area rather than rural area. Gandhi identified this fact and tells the local leaders and
peoples to make protest against this one way development system.

9) Decentralization:

Gandhiji believed that, village republics can be built only through decentralization of social
and political power. The representatives would be elected from all adults for a fixed would
constitute a council.

(10)  The use of Manpower rather than Machines in the Industries:

Gandhiji was strongly made support to manpower rather than the use of machines for the
production in the Industriesl. According to him due to more use of machines, the problem of
unemployment in India should be definitely rise. Gandhiji was strongly opposed this new
mechanism.

Being a good Philosopher, from his many speeches and writings, Gandhiji has strongly
accepted the factors needed for the allover rural development in India and also oppose those
factors according to him was prove to be the restricted factors for the growth of rural
development.

TESTING OF HYPOTHESIS:

In this Research Paper the following Hypothesis was taken,

“Mahatma Gandhi has framed the important policies of Economics and Rural Development In
India.”
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India is country having excellent historical background As far as the Indian Economics is
concerned no one should forget the great contribution of the father of the nation ‘Mahatma
Gandhi’. In framing his own economic and rural development policies while India is under
governance of the British Rules. Gandhiji directed the people by various ways regarding Rural
Development. For this he told the peoples to adopt and to Ignore certain factors. Today we are
enjoying the fruits of our developed economy and extremely developed rural areas. It is possible
due to sustained efforts of Mahatma Gandhi. So, by all this Information we can definitely say
that, this Hypothesis is quiet Correct.

CONCLUSION:

India is under the rule of British Government for near about 350 Years. Many Soaked
Martyrs had sacrificed their life for the India’s Freedom. Some of them were tried to fight this
battle of India’s Independence by the help of Weapons — The Revolutionary Way while others
have made this effort by the peaceful and Non — Violent way. Mahatma Gandhi was the major
leader, major contributor and pioneer due to which it is possible to get freedom to our country, to
chalk out Intelligent economic policies and excellent policies for rural development. So, we can
definitely say that, Mahatma was the key-person who made the excellent Economic Policies for
the development of Indian Economy and for the Rural Development.
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Abstract:

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi or ‘Mahatma Gandhi’ is known and remembered as the supreme leader of
the Indian freedom struggle, his main aim in life was always the attainment of truth. He was always a philosopher
and his philosophy was always practical and down-to-earth. He did not believe in empty metaphysical argument or
nearly building complex structures of idea but always tried to implement his idea in everyday practice. Gandhi
defines God as truth. By ‘truth’ he does not mean subjective or relative truth, but the absolute truth, ‘the Eternal
principle’, that is God. As he says, “I worship God as truth only. I have not yet found him but I am trying seeking
him and daily the conviction is growing upon me that he alone is real and all else is unreal”. (The story of my
experiment with Truth P.4) Later on, Gandhi went one step further to say ‘Truth is God’. Thus for him truth was
the sovereign principle of morality and it was also the absolute truth, the eternal principle. Truth is, therefore, both
the definition of the most central dimension and the very essence of the absolute. And by saying ‘Truth is God’, he
affirms that God is to be found whenever there is truth-in-action. Therefore Truth or God meant the genuine morality
of action here and now. Since this is so, the end does not justify the means. The means must be equally noble and
pure. Thus his religion is not about mythologies, theologies and rituals, but about the moral action of the individual.

‘Truth is God’ means that God is essentially to be found in the truthful, moral act performed here and now.
Keywords: Mahatma Gandhi, Truth, Ahimsa, Moksha, Nutritious diet
Introduction:

The doctrine of Ahimsa, non-violence was always at the very center of Gandhi’s thought
and work. He always believed in non-violence and lived by it. There was an obvious relationship
between the doctrine of truth and non-violence :Satya and Ahimsa. As Gandhi says, | made the
early discovery that if I was to reach God as truth and truth alone I could not do so except
through a perfect vision of truth can only follow a complete realisation of Ahimsa. To see the
universal and all-pervading spirit of truth face to face one must be able to love the meanest of
creation as oneself Ahimsa is the farthest limit of humility (My experiment with truth, P.401-2).
For Gandhi, Truth and Ahimsa are so intertwined that it is practically impossible to disentangle
and separate them. As he puts it, Ahimsa is the means and Truth is the end. Thus, Ahimsa
becomes our supreme duty and Truth becomes God. “Truth exists, it alone exists. It is the only
God and there is but one way of realising.” (Collected works. vol 44, p.59). Thus, Ahimsa is the
fundamental means by which Truth can be realised, that is, Moksha can be achieved. Ahimsa
includes non-violence in thought, feeling and action and also means total humility, love,
compassion and service. The idea of Satyagraha is the logical culmination of the ideals of Truth

and non-violence. Gandhi used Satyagraha — passive resistance — as a strategy very successfully

Quarterly Journal Peer Reviewed Journal ISSN No. 2394-8426 Page 87
Indexed Journal Referred Journal http://www.gurukuljournal.com/



Special Issue On “Trends And Innovations In Gandhian Thought”
ISSN No.2394-8426 with Impact Factor 2.254

during the freedom struggle and in fact, it remains the most important aspect of the Gandhian
thought. The novelty of this concept was the re-interpretation of both, the political action and the
political aim in religious terms. Gandhi’s political thought is obviously influenced by his
religious ideas and therefore truth and non-violence are the important aspects. He also gives
equal importance to the means with which to achieve the end. For him, the end does not justify
the means.

Result & Discussion:

As a political thinker he was obviously an anarchist. He saw both, property and the state,
as statement of violence. He believed that as people realize themselves and as they became
natural, they will start regulating themselves. In such a case, there will be no need for any extent,
regulatory mechanism and then state will wither away. The ideal society envisaged by Gandhi
would be a class-level and state society, where every village will be a self-sufficient unit. There
will be no cities, and no heavy industry and there will be no need for the police and the counts
and pressers. Political power will be completely de-centralized and voluntary co-operation will
characterized economic, political and social relations. Thus, in Gandhi, the saint and the
politician go in hands, proclaiming the power of truth, non-violence, love and peace.

Material Method:

This is the descriptive research paper base on secondary data. The literatures is collected
from various journal, books, magazines, periodicals, various reports, publications of recent
research papers available in different websites.

Acknowledgement:

If you never learned to make yourself a priority when you were younger, this is and
excellent time to start. Good self-care means you are conscious about and attending to all the
various things required to keep yourself as healthy and happy as possible. Because, ultimately,
you are accountable for your own health and well being!

1. See your primary healthcare provider regularly. Now, [’'m not saying this just because

I am a geriatric physician assistant. You’ll do yourself a big favour if you stay on top of

your healthcare you may have. This is true whether you have ongoing medical concerns

or are feeling great. Medicare now pays for an “Annual Wellness Visit,” a session in
which you and your physician can discuss your health and other important aspects of your
life. Take advantage of this resource!

2. Feed yourself a healthy, nutritious diet. We are discovering more every day about the

relationship between food and health. Stay away from highly processed, packaged, fast
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and fried foods. Eat your fresh fruits, veggies, grains, and lean proteins. And known that
it is not uncommon to have emotional struggles with food. Often people eat
inappropriately in response to stress, sadness, boredom, or depression. Still other people
have the opposite reaction- they stop eating when they feel sad. I encourage you to talk
with your medical care provider if you struggle with your relationship to food.

3. Get a good night’s sleep. Regardless of age, the body needs good, sound sleep to restore
and recover. A brief catnap during the day is okay, but don’t overdo it. Staying active
during the day will help you sleep well at night. In most cases, I discourage my patients
from using prescription sleep aides — I think they can sometimes do more harm than good.

4. Exercise regularly within your ability. This will look different for everyone. But
regardless of whether you’re walking, doing a seated exercise class, or maybe even yoga
or a round of golf, exercise has great benefits to the mind and body. It will help keep you
physically strong and flexible while feeling good mentally and emotionally. Just check
with your medical provider before starting any new strenuous activity to be sure it is
appropriate for you.

5. Stretch your ming. It’s proven that exercising your mind is helpful in staving off
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. Use it or lose it — keep your brain agile and fit
by challenging it with crossword or Sudoku puzzles. Join (or start!) a book club. Teach
your grandson chess. Sitting in front of the television does not qualify.

6. Consider psychotherapy. Therapy is not just for “crazy” people. Millions of people of
all ages, all around the world, turn to professional counsellors to talk through their
problems and to become more psychologically healthy. Therapists and support groups can
be invaluable resources, especially during times of loss or other duress.

7. Spend time with Mother Nature. We all know this intuitively: fresh air and sunshine are
food for us! We were not meant to be cooped up inside all the time. Whether it means
sitting outside in the courtyard for an hour, going for a leisurely walk through the
neighbourhood, or attending your grandchildren’s soccer game, get outdoors when you
can. (And wear your sunscreen.)

8. When it comes to treating health challenges, explore something new. As you’re
probably aware, there is a whole host of alternatives to our familiar western medical

29 ¢

model of healthcare. Often referred to as “alternative,” “complimentary,” or even, yes,
“holistic” medicine, these approaches include acupuncture, homeopathic medicine, herbal

remedies, chiropractic care, massage therapy, energy work (such as reiki and healing
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touch), and many others. I encourage my patients to have an open mind and explore

possibilities. The documented medical research literature tends to support some of these

therapies and dismiss others. Yet different people find that, according to their belief
systems and personal experience, alternative approaches can be greatly effective.
Conclusion:

However, it is vital that you tell your doctor/provider the things you’re doing, especially
when it comes to nutritional supplements and herbal or homeopathic remedies. Yes, these
compounds are natural. But they still have side effects and interact with prescription
medications. St. John’s Wort, for example, a popular herbal mood-lifter, interacts badly with
prescription Coumadin. If you are taking Coumadinn and decide to experiment with St.
John’s Wort, you are likely to experience undesirable consequences. Again, I can’t
emphasize enough how important it is to communicate openly with your physician. Our
“golden years” can be some of the best times of our lives if we are open and allow them to
be. As you face your day-to-day challenges, remember that everything you do affects
everything else. Even small steps in a positive direction can have a profound impact on your
life as a whole.
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What is the right thing to do; what shall be guiding us towards right actions; these questions have
been always central to philosophical inquiries of all times. Modern moral philosophy—Tlargely
dominated by liberalism—has a very troubling response to these dilemmas. While thinking of
what shall guide humans towards right action, liberalism owes its allegiance exclusively to the
framework of reason and rationality. Liberals believe that reason alone can guide and motivate
the course of moral action. But as we entered into the first half of 20™ century, and witnessed
perhaps the biggest tragedies in theh history of human civilizations, the believe about universality
of reason began to get scattered. This failiure of reason to provide strong enough foundation for
right action led a shift in philosophy towards thinking in terms of virtuous character as basis of
morality. this paper seeks to capture this shift by interpreting Gandhian morality in the
framework of virtue ethics. unlike liberal’s exclusive emphasis on contemplative rationality,
Gandhi’s notion of morality takes an integrated view of human nature and sees virtuousness of
character as foundational to right action. In this paper, our primary focuss is on virtue of care as
we’ve argued that ethics of care is central to Gandhi’s view of Dharma.

What do we mean by virtue ethics framework? Virtue ethics refers to a framework in which
morality is conceived not as obligatory in the form of law or duty but founded on intrinsic
goodness of agent’s character. The idea of an ethics of virtue is often contrasted in the literature
of moral philosophy with that of an ethics of duty, principle, and rules. In other words, virtue
ethics is presented as a contender to both Kantian deontology and utilitarian ethics. Kantian
rationalism takes morality to be a duty and obligation and his categorical imperative sustains
itself on the condition of the universality of its application. There is no space for person’s own
desires, feelings or inclinations here: whether or not one feels like following certain rules is given
very little attention. What matters for Kant is the rationality of the act: whether or not qualifies
standards of reason and rationality. This notion of ethics gives very little attention to motives and
intentions behind the moral acts and completely ignores the role of person’s character or
dispositions might play in forming the moral behavior. Arriving at a moral judgment in Kantian
scheme is primarily a contemplative exercise which demands only comprehensive use of
rationality and applying of his famous tool of categorical imperative.

Much of modern moral philosophy was dominated by this Kantian rationalism. “The key thinkers
of the Enlightenment] all reject any teleological view of human nature, any view of man as
having an essence which defines his true end. But to understand this is to understand why their
project of finding a basis for morality had to fail. The moral scheme which forms the historical
background to their thought had...a structure which required three elements: untutored human
nature, man-as-he-could-be-if-he-realized-his-tells, and the moral precepts which enable him to
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pass from one state to the other. But the joint effect of the secular rejection of both Protestant and
Catholic theology and the scientific and philosophical rejection of Aristotelianism was to
eliminate any notion of man-as-he-could-be-if-he-realized-his-tells...the abandonment of any
notion of a telos leaves behind a moral scheme composed of two remaining elements whose
relationship becomes quite unclear” (Maclntyre: 1984, p. 54-55).

Virtue ethics framework presents an alternative way of conceiving morality. focus now is shifted
to agent’s overall virtuous character rather than singular acts. “The hope of some ethicists has
been to develop a system of ethics somehow centered on virtue evaluation, rather than the
abstract act evaluation of ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ favored by Kantian and Ultilitarian morality”
(Triansky: 1990).

Two distinguishing features of the framework of virtue ethics can be identified here. One,
“virtuous character of virtuous individual is emphasized here rather than the actions of the
individual.” And secondly, virtue ethicists have maintained that ethics should be founded in
archaic notions such as goodness and excellence rather than framework of obligatory abstract
principles. “It is suggested that morality should center on character, dispositions, virtues and
vices, rather than on external conduct, rules, and oughts or ought nots. Morality is internal, and
therefore  should form the character” (Frankena: 1973). Virtues are then certain admirable
character traits and dispositions--such as kindness, courage, generosity, compassion—acquired
through a long habituation and as part of one’s overall character formation. This further involves
that the right action in virtue ethics is motivated by these character traits or dispositions, not by
contemplative rationality alone. Love conceived as virtue, for instance, is not a mere act of
loving, but the very state of being love itself.

Swaraj: a Foundation of Ethics of Virtue

We argue in this essay that Gandhian notion of ethics can be interpreted in this framework of
ethics of virtues. His notion of morality has centrality of rightness of motives and primacy of
good character. swaraj, translated as self-rule or self-governing, is a foundational principle of
gandhian morality. rightness of actions and goodness of motives flows from this overarching idea
of swaraj. Being an ultimate aim of life (purushartha) and highest state of virtuousness, swaraj
brings the ultimate enlightenment or Moksha and lays down foundations for human flourishing.
Swaraj 1s not a rule or a law which is externally imposed. Rather, it is the state of being: an
enlightened state in which one meets with the divine in the form of truthfulness and humanness.

It is well known that the idea of political and economic swaraj is central to Gandhi’s politics.
However, he emphasizes that this would not be enough to have complete swaraj. To have
complete swaraj the people would need the enjoyment of spiritual swaraj — inward freedom —
achieved through spiritual transformation. Spiritual swaraj contains two basic component
elements: self-discipline and self-transcendence (Parel:2009, P. 05). Self-discipline is a praxis
that helps to manage and control one’s antisocial passions such as greed, covetousness,
possessive individualism, the desire to dominate others, untruthfulness and egocentrism. Gandhi
was aware of the fact that human beings are morally fragile sometimes. And thus constant self-
correction is needed in the form of self-disciplining. But it must be remembered here that Self-
discipline for him did not mean the asceticism of the old type—involving renunciation of the
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world. In fact the contrary was true. Disciplining was seen essential towards ensuring a virtuous
worldly life. !

Self-transcendence entails highest state of virtuousness of character. it is a disposition that allows
one to move beyond one’s narrow concerns and achieve truthfulness and freedom and develop an
attitude of Sewa or service towards others.  “Self-transcendence is the pursuit of spiritual
enlightenment or tattva jnana — deep experience of the truth of things. Spiritual exercise such as
prayer and meditation prepares one for this. The goal here is the orientation of the acting person
towards Truth and freedom from egoism. The spiritual capital accumulated in this experience is
invested in action in the fields of politics, economics and social reform. Thus, the pursuit of
spiritual transcendence promotes the disinterested service (seva) of fellow citizens without regard
to their gender, religion, caste or class. The pursuit of self-transcendence too is consistent with
the life-affirming pursuit of the ‘canonical aims of life’” (Parel:2009, P. 06).

The most interesting feature of this notion of Swaraj is its experiential character. Swaraj is not a
mere thought or contemplative exercise. It must be experienced in real practice, forming a solid
and stable basis for right action, as part of being itself. as Gandhi puts it: And in this you have a
definition of Swaraj. It is Swaraj when we learn to rule ourselves. It is, therefore, in the palm of
our hands. Do not consider this Swaraj to be a dream. Here there is no idea of sitting still. The
Swaraj that I wish to picture before you and me is such that, after we have once realized it, we
will endeavor to the end our lifetime to persuade others to do likewise. But such Swaraj has to be
experienced by each one for him. (HS, 71)

Clearly then, attaining of Swaraj fundamentally rests upon the transformation in one’s overall
character in a right direction.

Gandhi and Virtue of Care
Liberal framework of rights and liberties takes an isolated individual as basic to its theoretical
scheme. Consequently we have a notion of a self that takes an unencumbered self to be truly
free—and such individual as authentic bearer of rights. Kantian self is an unencumbered self,
completely capable to reason while remaining detached from other faculties of human nature—
such as desires and passions—and also disassociated from its social and cultural moorings. In
contrast, we discussed that ethics of virtue takes an integrated view of human nature--taking into
consideration the role of feelings, motives, commitments, in making of a comprehensive
character. in this section, we shall particularly focuss on ethics of care. We argue that virtue of
care is central to Gandhi’s ethical scheme, and his politics too revolves around this virtue.
Gandhi conceives care as a virtue, especially in its public expression. According to
Kupfer, Gandhian conception of care can be explicated in following three points. “First, care is
portrayed as the basis of a coherent public stance by consistently shaping Gandhi’s political
decisions and public policy. Second, the character of Gandhi rounds out the motive of

! Self-disciplining here must not be seen equivalent to externally imposed moral duty or
obligation, as in the Kantian framework. Rather, it must be interpreted as having an
instrumental value in terms of creating appropriate conditions for the formation of virtuous
character or self-transcendence. disciplining as part of habituation.
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benevolence with subsidiary virtues, such as attentiveness and responsiveness. Finally, we see
how the virtue of care is structured by the building blocks of the care perspective: responsibility
and need, relationship and mutual dependency, context, and narrative. Because the care ethic
places such emphasis on the distinctive narratives of individuals and their relationships,
explicating that ethic in terms of an extended narrative, such as the film Gandhi, seems especially
appropriate, if not essential” (Kupfer:2007, P. 06).

Firstly, As a public stance or public strategy of resistance, virtue of care takes civil disobedience
and nonviolence as of central importance. For Gandhi, the only morally acceptable way to
change the law is nonviolent resistance because only nonviolence treats the oppressor in a
respectful, caring way and only nonviolence keeps the protester from descending into the
viciousness that violence produces. Secondly, Attentiveness and responsiveness are essential
facets of care according to Kupfer. these involve the motivation to pay attention to others:
listening to them and responding in a sensitive manner. Being attentive to others concerns is the
first step towards ensuring the welfare of others but being attentive and responsive may not be
enough, for it might not motivate one to act benevolently. Thus we need an additional quality in a
virtuous agent: sympathetic engagement. Gandhi’s life as well as thought exhibits all these facets
of virtue of care. For example, Soon after coming back from south Africa, he decided to visit into
the hinterlands of India so that he could understand and feel the concerns of the masses. He did it
pretty well. In fact he wasn’t just listening to people’s concerns; he actually took up their issues
and brought to the British government. Champahran Satyagrah is one such example about which
he writes that miseries of farmers there moved him so much that he couldn’t stop himself from
taking up the responsibility of registering the resistance against government.

Thirdly, virtue of care involves The idea of social constitution of the self, which is further evident
in Gandhi’s insistence on the interdependence of all Indians: each member of the community,
regardless of class, gender, or religion, contributes to Indian society. “Gandhi thinks and speaks
of India as a family. * Just as Ruddick’s maternal thinking demands that parents take
responsibility for the family’s welfare, so does Gandhi demand that Indian leaders take
responsibility for all of India’s people” (Kupfer: 2007, P. 08). The self that Gandhi configures
exists in the public sphere of ashram, village, and country.

The most significant facet of care is nonviolence. Nonviolence exhibits intent to reform the
behavior of those in power but without the threat of physical harm. Avoiding violence is arguably
a minimal requirement of the motive of benevolence and the virtue of care (Slote: 2001, P. 28).
The intent of nonviolence is to treat oppressors with respect and goodwill. By awakening in
oppressors a similar humanitarian regard for protesters, nonviolent resistance paves the way for
constructive discourse and reconciliation. Treating the opponent with nonviolence and respect
opens up a possibility of transformation of the relationship between victim and the oppressor.

? Presumption behind this remains Gandhi’s idea of humanity as larger family in which everyone
is equal member. Familial relationship presumes society to be relational in which members are
not independent of each other: they’re mutually dependent in terms of needs and recognition.
Hence, each and every person can be recipient of love and sympathy of each other.
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Use of such language allows a possibility for dialogue and negotiation between both sides
wherein they can try to rework or reinvigorate their relationship. Love shown towards your
opponent allows what Gandhi terms as changing of heart of the opponent. Clearly then, Gandhi’s
insistence on nonviolence is one of the most important facets of the virtue of care which remains
at the centre of his ethical schema.

Conclusion

Gandhi had reminded us that passive resistance of a coward is more dangerous than violence of a
courageous person. observance of nonviolence is thus not a sign of weakness. Observance of
nonviolence for Gandhi is deeply rooted in person’s virtuous character where courage and
truthfulness are central values. Clearly then, conceiving Gandhi in virtue ethics framework
enables us not only in terms of freeing his notion of morality from the traps of duty and
obligation, but also to expand the scope of his thought to new interesting themes in the history of
ideas. Our discussion on ethics of care was an attempt to introduce such new theme in discourse
on Gandhi.
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Thore o no

ok to peace ;

The term 'Peace' means settlement, calm and harmony. It deals with compact,
agreement, treaty of peace, stillness, absence of opposition and accord. However, the term
has also got multiple other meanings in addition to peace, including justice, good health,

safety, well-being, prosperity, equity, security, good fortune, and friendliness.

Peace means a lack ofserious disagreement or argument and liberty

from fear of violence between diverse social groups in the society. Many old leaders

throughout history have got success in building and maintaining regional and economic

peace as well as economic and social growth with the help of many peace based
agreements that resulted from reducing and removing conflicts and motivated mutual and
two-sided peace talks. Peace often involves negotiation, and as a result is backed with
considerate dynamic listening and communicating to improve and produce an authentic

common understanding between people or groups.

21 Century is being characterized by period of intimidation, wars, transferable
diseases, ecological disturbance, and other disorders etc. We all thus, live in a Century of
great Violence which seems to be more dangerous than the earlier period. To meet the
challenges regarding the same Governments of developed countries have followed certain

policies of increasing their military strength to restrain problems of people/society and
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resolve the whole world’s problem of violence today. Peace is generally formed on the
basis of violence only. Formation of Peacemaking is based on conflicts, resolution and
violence. For the social development and economic progress of any country or economy
only two major factors plays an important role namely,

a. Peace in minds of individuals and

b. Peace in society.
So, finally we can say that there is really a need of dealing with:

a. Understanding and

b. Experience of peace.

There is really a need to not only understand but also to address the problems at

------- Individual
------- Social
------- National and

------- Communal levels where in a social structure of the society is built on

------- values of justice,

------- equal opportunity

------- humanitarianism

------- multiculturalism and finally

------- peace which is achieved through a common discussion

In this regard it is important to understand the role of peace in studies and nation
building. So, to deal with this one will have to understand the various mechanisms of
domination and containment that can be used within the society. We will have to think
about the various ways through which conflicts can be determined, that will ultimately
decrease the option or the stage of aggression without affecting other values of justice or
freedom in the country.

Therefore, Peace Making or Peace Building is a Multi-tasking field. And, I think in
order to understand the root cause of this issue we will have to promote the Gandhian
principles of non-violence not only in our country but, in the whole nation. We will have

to have one Peace related subject in the teaching curriculum only that at the same time
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will promote and expand the theories from political science, social sciences, education,
philosophy, international relations, psychology and many more. There should be a new
course introduced at the school and college level which will follow both educational and
psychosomatic paradigms. This course will motivate the people to have ability of
creativity and imagination which can be used in promoting peace in the country.

Thus, there is a need to promote the Gandhian thought of non-violence and
equality that will again help to understand Gandhiji“s word “an eye for an eye, leaves the
whole world blind”. This will definitely bring social justice through negotiations on
peacemaking or peace forming or peace building in the country and world. This particular
thought is based on following objectives:

1. To get knowledge about the hypothetical aspects and real meaning of the term Peace. 2.
To focus on the need, importance, meaning, plan and extent of Peace Psychology in the
country.

3. To define the meaning and scope of Peace Education in the country.

4. To emphasize the suggestions of Peace Studies for the country, state and society with
the help of organization, management and peace-building ideas.

5. To understand the procedure involved in Peace Building and Peace-Making in various
societies so as to achieve the hunt of social justice in the country.

Thus there is a need to focus on the four words that is truth, non-violence,
Sarvodaya and Satyagraha which indeed are the four pillars of Gandhian thought.
Therefore, if the courage is constant with reality and diplomacy, the honest and
diplomatic form will routinely result in giving well to the society. Thus, I also think that
Gandhi's ideas, words and actions if are used properly, it will definitely guide to build a

proper future of our country.

Finally, I would like to end-up by quoting the famous following lines of Mahatma
Gandhiji that is:

“You must be the change you want to see in the world”
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Gandhian Philosophy Relevance In The 21st Century
- Dr. Subhash. K. Zinjurde
Head of Marketing Department,

New Arts, Commerce and Science
Ahmednagar 414001

Introduction- Mahatma Gandhi bequeathed to us three guiding principles: Ahimsa (or
nonviolence), Satyagraha (or the force born of truth and nonviolence) and Sarvodaya (or
upliftment of all). ). It is the value of these principles that we have to rediscover if we want to
deal effectively with today's challenges.

It 1s true that the world of today is vastly different from the world of Mahatma Gandhi.
The fundamental issues he was confronted with, namely colonial subjugation, has disappeared
from our world. Racial discrimination too has been blunted significantly. At the same time. new
threats to peace, harmony and stability have emerged. And it is one of the paradoxes of the 21st
Century that while the establishment of peace has become the world's single greatest imperative,
the traditional instructions of preserving peace have been found to be increasingly ineffective.
Whether it is ethnic nationalism or religious chauvinism, economic inequality or military might-
all of them powerful drivers of conflict in today world there is no doubt that we are in great need
of a new paradigm for solving conflicts.

The Gandhian technique of mobilizing people has been successfully employed by many
oppressed societies around the world under the leadership of people like Martin Luther King in
the United States, Nelson Mandela in South Africa, and now Aung Saan Sun Kyi in Myanmar,
which is an eloquent testimony to the continuing relevance of Mahatma Gandhi.

More than ever before, Gandhi teachings are valid today, when people arc trying to find
solutions to the rampant greed, widespread violence. and runaway consumptive style of living.
Anu Aga, one of India's foremost women achievers, says that while, in the name of retaliation,
violence and hatred are being perpetrated today Gandhi gospel of nonviolence makes immense
sense.

Satyagraha- Satyagraha is the force which embodies principles of truth, love and non-
violence. Satyagraha was an unwavering moral compass and guiding force behind his life's quest.
Political leaders of contemporary times need to understand and assimilate Mahatma's ways of life
and teachings. Satyagraha is synthesis of Sanskrit words satya (truth) and agraha (holding
firmness/insistence.)In his words "Truth (satya) implies love ami firmness (agraha) engenders
and therefore serves as synonym for force. I thus began to call the Indian movement Satyagraha,
that is to say, the force which is born of truth and love or non-violence, and gave up the use of
"passive resistance" in connection with it, so much so that even in English writing we often
avoided it and used instead the word "Satyagraha". The divine objective was to convert the
opponent to stop opposing the just end. In current times, if we can develop mutual trust and
cooperation, we can build a society in which people would be encouraged to shed feelings of
hatred and inclination towards violence. It all work for improving the society in which they live,
relations will become harmonious on their own and the whole world will become a peaceful
place to live.
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Nonviolence : In Gandhi's Satyagraha, truth is inseparable from Ahimsa. Gandhi formed Ahimsa
into the active social technique, which was to challenge political authorities and religious
orthodoxy. At the root of Satya and Ahimsa is love. While making discourses on the Bhagavad-
Gita, an author says: Truth, peace, righteousness and nonviolence, Satya, Shanti, Dharma and
Ahimsa, do not exist separately. They are all essentially dependent on love. When love enters the
thoughts it becomes truth. When it manifests itself in the form of action it becomes truth. When
Love manifests itself in the form of action it becomes Dharma or righteousness. When your
feelings become saturated with love you become peace itself. The very meaning of the word
peace is love. When you fill your understanding with love it is Ahimsa. Practicing love is
Dharma, thinking of love is Satya, feeling love is Shanti, and understanding love is Ahimsa. For
all these values it is love which flows as the undercurrent.

In the past century many places in the world have been drastically changed through the
use of brute force, by the power of guns - the Soviet Union, China, Tibet, Burma, many
communist countries in Africa and South America. But eventually the power of guns will have-to
be changed by the will of the ordinary people.

Conflict and inequality seem an inevitable part of the human condition. Mahatma
Gandhi's greatest lesson to the world was that this need not be destructively so. Conflicts can be
resolved and inequalities can be contained. But without worthy means, worthy ends can never be
attained.

Today must the counties of the world are facing various kinds of internal and external
crisis. Due to unprecedented changes in social, political, economic and cultural spheres,
awakening amongst the various groups of the people has reached to the high level. The political
discourse, these days, is centered on a global war on terror. And indeed, terrorists who target
innocent men, women and children deserve no quarter. But today's enemies are not just
individuals; they are also ways of thinking and perceiving the world itself. Countering violence
with even more violence does not provide a durable solution. Whatever else Mahatrna Gandhi
may have done in our circumstances, surely strengthening the well-springs of discourse and
dialogue must play a central part in it. And he would have gone even further. He would have
looked within himself. For him, external engagement went hand in hand with internal
interrogation.

Sarvodaya- Sarvodaya, literally uplift of all, defined Mahatma Gandhi's agenda tor
independent India. Gandhi philosophy of inclusive growth is fundamental to the building of a
resurgent rural India. In India, economic development has been mostly confined to the urban
conglomerates. In the process, the rural India that comprises 700 million people has been given
short shrift. Gandhi philosophy of inclusive growth is fundamental to the building of a resurgent
rural India. He believed in "production by the masses" rather than in mass production, a
distinctive feature of the industrial revolution. It is surprising, even paradoxical, that these days
Gandhian philosophy should find increasing expression through the most modern technology!
Now, it is possible to establish small-scale and medium-scale factories in smaller towns and
remote corners of the country, thanks to the phenomenal innovations in communication and
information technologies. New technologies have brought in widespread and low-cost electronic
connectivity that enables instantaneous contact between industrial units and the sellers and
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consumers of their products. Location and logistics are no more a limitation or constraint for
industrial development.

To quote Sam Pitroda. "While the twenty-first century has been defined by globalisation,
free markets, privatization, liberalization... it has also been marked by violence, extremism,
inequity, poverty, and disparity. Amidst all this, if one poses the question of relevance of Gandhi
to our age, one is struck by an astounding need for him for our times, Gandhi ideals... and
leadership hold an extremely relevant moral and social mirror to our society." Thus, the
Gandhian model and the modern economy seem to be getting closer to each other.

Environment- To these are now added the new threat of environmental degradation and
climate change, as well as new diseases like HIV-AIDS. The question to ask is not whether
Mahatma Gandhi is relevant or not. The real issue is whether we have the courage and strength of
mind to follow in his footsteps, whether we are prepared to live our lives by what he preached
and most importantly, practiced.

What is required is a radical change in our thinking. Real concern for ecological
environment must advocate profound changes of the role of human beings in the planetary eco-
system. It will require a new philosophical and religious awareness of oneness of all life and
interdependence of multiple manifestation of nature. The philosophy of survival of the fittest
based on competition, struggle, destruction exploitation of man and nature need to be replaced by
the integrative and cooperative principles which should be the essential aspects to organize living
systems at all levels. These should be rooted in the deepest motivation which spring from moral
and spiritual values. Nature has enough wisdom for us. We have only to be receptive to this
wisdom offered to us through the eco-system.

The solution ultimately lies in what Gandhi had suggested in changing life-styles, reversal
in sense of values which encourage conspicuous and wasteful expenditure, small scale industries,
and a technology that assists and helps the individual and not overpowers him. and that teaches
us to live in harmony with nature. We can destroy nature but can't create it.

Violence on nature may seem successful at the outset but this attitude needs to be
changed radically if humanity has to survive on this earth. Exploding population, increasing
pollution, deforestation and water scarcity arc already posing threats to our existence. In this
prolonged conflict situation needs a profound transformation if damage control has to he done.
The transformation has to be ethical and spiritual in nature and should be anchored through non-
violence. This is what Gandhi had offered to the world. His non-violence aimed at encompassing
all living beings; therefore, respect and veneration to nature will augur well for the welfare of the
humanity for all times to come. Gandhi's moral approach needs to be revisited and applied
collectively if we arc to ensure for ourselves a safe and secure environment.

Religion and Politics -Today, we face the challenge posed by continuing confrontation in
the name of religion and ethnicity. Religion and politics arc inextricably blended in Gandhi's
thought. To Gandhi their separation meant the separation of body and soul. This is why Gandhi
called politics without religion a dirty game. However, Gandhi strived all his life to find a
balance between religion and politics. For Gandhi, religion was the realization of truth before
anything else and politics was a way to live in and for this truth. Gandhi's politics was driven by
his faith and morality to the point where it exasperated even his closest comrades. Summarizing
the imperative of bringing religious values into politics, Gandhi said: "I could not be leading a
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religious life unless I identified myself with the whole of mankind and that I could not do unless I
took part in politics. The whole gamut of man's activities today constitutes an indivisible whole. "

Religion is frightening. Therefore the liberal impulse is to say "please keep it out of
politics", every time they see a religious figure or hear a religious statement: "You are welcome
to live by it but don't bring it into the political circle Because you will raise atavistic passions,
you will be making absolutist demands because religion talks in the language of absolute
emotions, like the evangelicals. Which is not like politics? Because politics is about compromise,
about what is negotiable, what can be talked through". Now the difficulty here is that for
religious people, religion simply cannot be privatized. It is not simply meant to ensure
contemplation between you and the Almighty -religion is a matter of fundamentally held values.
You want to live by those values - these values inform you, and therefore they inform the public
life.

Gandhi says that every religion captures a particular vision of human life. That is its
strength. But. in so far as it excludes other visions of human life, these are its limitations.

Here we think Gandhi had some important things to say. First, he says religion has a
central place in public life, but should have nothing to do with the state. They should be secular.
Therefore the proper attitude of one religion to another is not to try and convert people, but rather
to engage in a critical dialogue, so that each can benefit from the other. In this way you make a
fraternity, solidarity of different religious believers - rather than hostilities.

Conclusion- Gandhi was trying to change the world. In other words, once you
dehumanize people you begin to dehumanize yourself, because that is the only way you think
you can deal with them. Therefore the moral inhibitions and scruples, which normally govern
your life, seem to disappear.

Today many politicians in India use the term merely as a slogan and the common man
make Gandhi almost out of reach of the younger groups by making Gandhi an unwilling
'avatara’. Gandhism today is alive and active in India and world. In fact today there is hardly any
country in the world where some activities are not going on along Gandhian lines. There are very
few countries in the world where something or the other is not being done, achieved or organized
in the name of Gandhi, In short, there is a global non-violent awakening and awareness after
Gandhi.

In other words, central to Gandhi's religious thought is the distinction between the public
realm and institutions of the state. So, religion has a legitimate place in public life, but the
institutions of the state should have nothing to do with religion. They should be secular.

The modern man can also take great wisdom from what Gandhi said the seven social sins:
Politics without principles; Wealth without work; Commerce without morality; Education
without character; Pleasure without conscience; Science without humanity; Worship
without sacrifice. Gandhi did not belong to an era, or an age. He belongs to the humanity for
eternity.
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